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EASY-TO-UNDERSTAND LESSONS 
GIVE YOU PROFESSIONAL 
“KNOW-HOW” 


Everything is explained in 
easy-to-understand language, 
complete with drawings, dia- 
grams and photographs. You'll 
learn all about engines, carbure- 
tion, fuel systems, electrical 
Systems... how to align wheels, 
repair transmissions and 
clutches...replace cylinders, 
rods and bearings, and much 
much more! Plus you'll get 
trouble shooting and time- 
saving “tips” that make you a 
real “pro.” In short, you'll learn 
everything you've ever wanted 
to know about motorcycles. 


SPECIAL CYCLE TOOLS & TEST 
INSTRUMENTS INCLUDED 
TO START YOU FAST! 


Professional tools plus your 
North American "know-how" 
turn you into a-skilled mechanic. 
We teach you how to use wrenches, 
Sockets, impact screwdrivers, 
timing lights, electrical test 
instruments, compression gauges, 
vacuum gauges, degree wheels, 
soldering irons, ignition wrench 
sets, dial indicators and much, 
much more! We even include a 
set of special cycle tools and 
instruments to get you started 
fast! These are yours to use 
during your training ... and 
yours to keep in your action- 
packed career as a motorcycle 
mechanic. Find out all about it 
now. Send for FREE “Моїог- 
cycle Mechanic Career Kit? No 
cost, or obligation ... now or ever! 
$$ Rush coupon today. 


MAKE NEW FRIENDS — BIKE 


OWNERS WILL SEEKYOU OUT - 


Be the envy of friends & neighbors 

as they flock around to watch you 

tear down and tune-up all kinds 

of motorcycles. And just think of 

the satisfaction in knowing you've 

got the best performing bike in 
town. Plus, you can make extra 
dollars fixing motorcycles for 
your friends and neighbors. 


NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF MOTORCYCLE REPAIR 
4500 Campus Dr., Dept. Е0074 Newport Beach, CA 92663 


Learn at home in spare time to be a 










If you like to 
ride a bike for fun... 
LEARN TO FIX IT FOR PROFIT... 
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Good Pay! Steady work! 
Big Demand! 


You Get Cycle T 
0 
and Test Instruments to 


START YOU FAST 








Motorcycle 
Mechanic... 


NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE NECESSARY Learn everything 


from minor tune-ups to major overhauls...even if you’re a 
beginner. Experts show you what to do, how to do it—guide 
you every step of the way to become an expert motorcycle 
mechanic. Can you imagine a better way to earn your living? 
And to make it even better, the pay is great—whether you 
choose to work in a cycle shop for somebody else or decide to 
start your own motorcycle repair business. Now, thanks to 
North American, there’s a fast easy way to get the training 
you need... at home in your spare time. No need to quit school 
or your job. 


Motorcycles are Big Business 
...and so is Fixing Them 


There are more than 3 million motorcycles registered in 

the U.S. today. Plus an estimated 3 million more dirt bikes. 

But, there are fewer than 10,000 motorcycle mechanics 

Е available to repair them. (Imagine only 

one mechanic for every 600 cycles!) No 

wonder career opportunities are so great 

for the skilled mechanic. And they’re 

getting better every day! The door is 

open to you now. Rush coupon for FREE 
“Motorcycle Mechanic Career Kit.” 


SEND FOR FREE “CAREER KIT” 
Get all the facts now... without obliga- 
tion. Be the first in your neighborhood 
to cash in on the big demand for по! 
cycle mechanics. Mail the caw 


today, sure! Rush This Со 
Now for FREE "CAREF" 


Careers by Home Study | 
NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF MOTORCYCLE REPAIR, Dept. Е? 
4500 Campus Drive, Newport Beach, CA 92663 


I Rush FREE “Career Kit” on how I can become an 
I expert Motorcycle Mechanic. 
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AN ARGUS PUBLICATION 


FEATURES 


99 SAN JOSE MILE 


Fastest times ever 


96 SPEEDWAY HALF SIZE 


And twice the excitement 


ЗА THE INFAMOUS HOW'S 

















DEPARTMENTS 
6 EXPRESSION CHAMBER 


Harland Yablonski, pit racers and 
250 Suzukis i 


12 INSIDE EUROPE 
й Japan gets overshadowed Бу 
European machinery 


ROAD TESTS | 


58 KAWASAKI KZ 400 
First of a new breed 
60 MONTESA CAPPRA 
: 250 VR 


A close candidate for “best” 


























AND TO'S OF YAMAHA'S 360 ROLF TIBBLIN 
PSYCHING— 70 ENDURO Е y 14 "гапа this berm jumped right 
"Hey, your motor mount fell out!” A motocrosser with blinkers and ОО" 


a horn 


36 HOW NOT TO RIDEA 
MOTORCYCLE 


Crash, boom and bring the bactine 


А MICHIGAN МОТО 


Hartwig for the home folks 


БО WINNING TIPS FROM 
TOP PRO MX RACERS 
Professional commentary 
64 TREKKIN’ THROUGH 
ws TRASK 
Six Day Qualifier 
74 HIGH SCHOOL МХ 
STRIKES AGAIN 


This time the start of a series 


16 ` ZIMMERMAN 
. Choking, tickling, killing and 
eating utensils 


18 GETTING OFF 


Choose all of the above 
20 TECH TIPS 

Droopy Honda forks 
78 NEW PRODUCTS 


Monthly drool sheet 
















TECHNICAL 


98 POWROLL/YOSHIMURA 
=~ SHOOTOUT 
Which is best? 


69 VIBRATION PROOF 


Shake, rattle and roll 


























1 | Cover: AMA qualifier action in Southern California. Montesa 250 VR was a truly impressive machine. See story оп page 60. Ektachrome by Gorilla Reyes. | 
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Bassani's 
. Dyno 
Facility 


Other pipe builders may try to dazzle you 
with flashy dyno charts that show 
fantastic peak H.P. at wide open RPM, 
but don’t be fooled. That doesn’t mean 
you'll pull the next.gear change, or come 
out of the first turn first at the 

track. Only the ability, skill and experience 
of Darryl Bassani himself can build a 
Bassani exhaust system—the system 

that totally performs. 


Bassani personally designs each pipe with a 
kind of “Seat of the Pants" testing. 
Building. . . riding. . . modifying. . . 
riding again. . . actually feeling the bike until 
the maximum performance level is attained. 


A 


Bassani doesn’t have to impress 
anyone with Dyno curves—because you'll 
be impressed with the product. 


Send 506 for brochure. 


| Bassani] 


QUALITY & PERFORMANCE 
WITHOUT COMPROMISE 


3726 Е. Miraloma, Dept. PC 
Anaheim, Calif. 92806 (714) 630-1821 


HOLD IT! With these great poster hangers. 


Now. ап easy way to hang those valuable posters. 
Тор rod has hang cord; bettom rod keeps poster 
neat and flat. ORDER YOURS TODAY! 


24” SIZE 
35” SIZE 


JUST CLIP & MAIL TO 131 S. Barrington РІ. 
Coronado Book Corp. Los Angeles, Calif. 90049 


24" and (#) 


Please send me (Ж) 
34" handy poster hangers. Enclosed is $ 
as payment in full. 


Name 
Address 
City 
State 











expression 
chamber 


LETTER QUESTIONS 


| recently sent you guys a letter and was 
watching for it in the magazine when | got 
a card in the mail saying that my question 
had been read and then forwarded to the 
proper department. | know that vou guys 
get a lot of letters, but which ones do you 
decide to print and which ones get thrown 
out before they're even taken out of the 
envelope? 
Rich Trane 
McLeansville, N.C. 


First of all, we read every letter that is 
sent to us. No letters get thrown out 
before they're read. We judge the letters 
on the contents. For instance, if we get ten 
letters all asking the same question, we'll 
go with the one that is the most clearly 
written and gets the idea across the best. 
This isn't to say that you have to be a 
journalism major to get a letter printed in 
Pop Cycle. We only ask that you write 
legibly, type it if you can, and ask a 
reasonable question. 


WHAT OTHER MAGAZINE? 


| just thought I'd drop you guys-a good 
line апа give you a little recognition. | 
subscribe to your magazine and the other 
one (you know which опе). | feel that your 
photos and articles far surpass what they 
have to offer. You might have a slightly 
thinner package, but there's more for the 
money than the other magazine. Perhaps 
you could go over there and show them 
how to hold à camera. All their photos are 
blurry and out of focus. Well, anyway, 
thanks for some good reading. I’m only 
going to renew one subscription this 
year — yours! 
Ed Dale 
Chicago, Ill. 
Thanks a lot, Ed. But one thing puzzles 
us. Which ever could that other maga- 
zine be? 


ROLL CALL 


Some friends and | were wondering 
about the resources of PC. If you got all 
your'test riders together one day and lined 
them up who would you have? I’ve got a 
bet going that there are at least ten top 
name guys, please answer. You might be 
paying for a new set of rings for my 25 
Suzuki, if I’m right. 

Terry Lopez 
Chula Vista, Calif. 

/f you got everyone together it would 
sound something like this: Rolf Tibblin, 
Mickey Quade, Mitch Mayes, Nils Arne 
Nilsson,- Billy Payne, Mike Chamberlain, 

= Continued оп раде 8 





COLOR RACING POSTERS] MULTI-COLOR SHIRTS 


A 


GIANT 2’ x 3’ POSTERS 
$2.00 EACH 


AES 


14-315 FLYING HIGH. 14-304 


14-318 EVEL #1 


WHITE T-SHIRTS 2.95 TRANSFERS ONLY 1.25 (apply yourself) 
COLOR T-SHIRTS 3.95 [Yellow (Blue С7Сгау Gold 
COLOR SWEATSHIRTS 4.95 [Gold C3Blue (Black 


р x ROS = DESIGN ON BOTH SIDES (SAME OR DIFF. DESIGN) ADD 1.00. NOTE: Give 2nd & 3rd 
EVEL #3 EVEL #2 Color Choices SPECIFY YOUR SIZE - АП Boys & Mens (2-48) Sizes Available. 


13” color WINGS 
color B M 
SEW-ON PATCHES 52 PAGES! 3600 545%. | new Ser ea BES uu 
13” Wide Back Size — $3.00 CATALOG $1 - REFUNDABLE!) FRONT 51.00 LARGE BACK $3.00 БОЙТ BACK 


05 01.905 


== дара 
VERY ITEM Y ВОЕВ P CK MASS 2) 
USE OUR COMPLETE PART NUMBER ON Е 1 [4 очо о! Maes Ва ка 


М: Description Price Total ae аск FRONT BACK 

(Size, Color, Etc.) Each Price И Ў 00.935 01.935 00-936 01:936 

аи ә WT балана sr Ty 
95 лери اج‎ | 


FRONT HACK FRONT BACK 
00.938 01.938 00-939 91-939 











NDA 


FRONT „ BACK FRONT BACK 
00-941 01-941 00-342 01-942 


Е Ses) 


FRONT BACK FRONT BACK 
00.960 01.960 00-955 


<=. 
SAVE MONEY - Combine your orders with your friends SGU £ 


Postage and handling only on orders less than $10.00. FRONT BACK FRONT 
00-953 01-953 00-963 

















DATE TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 


NAME в сев ~ 
ЕССЕ FRONT BACK FRONT BACK 


00-961 01.961 00-959 01-959 
ADDRESS 


roc IE a DW WD ый Do та - v: "A. “Ox мото. г 
CITY & STATE Е. = , 


FRONT BACK FRONT — BACK FRONT. BACK 
ZIP CODE 00-956 01-956 00-952 01-952 00.958. 01.958 


Ts я (бшк) 
$ s $ FRONT BACK FRONT BACK FRONT 
E ort Accessories | == E 
3 -- С 24 











$ INTERNATIONAL, INC. 


SET OF 5 DECALS-$1.00 ^ 6 SETS-$5.00 Bite ee аи 


FRONT BACK 
00-954 01-954 
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_Н/-РО/МТ TAKES 
ТНЕ ВООТ ОМЕ 


МОНЕ ЗТЕР ТО 
BEING THE 
ULTIMATE 


Hi-Points Special Features 


. New stainless steel shin guard 


for the ultimate т protection. 


. The ultimate in height. Just tall 


enough to allow you to wear 
those popular leathers with the 
knee cups. Hi-Point boots are 
light too!!! 


. Special ankle padding sewn on 


the inside of the boot. 


. The exclusive Hi-Point buckle 


for quick buckle-up. 


5. Steel toe cap on Moto-Cross 


style. 


. Double stitched sole for long 
life available in M-X or Enduro 


Soles. 


. Used by M-X and Enduro cham- 


pions world wide!!! 


Hi-Point Boots are sold through Н!- Point dealers only. 











EXPRESSION CHAMBER | 


J.N. Roberts, A.C. Bakken, George Elliott, 
Brad Zimmerman and Rick Valasek. That's 
eleven. You win. 


GRANDDADDY OF GPs 


| am now in the process of planning a 
race, slated as the First Annual Irving 
Peteroskie Memorial Tundra-to-Hussong’s 
Cantina Trophy Dash. This will be run on a 
course starting in Sitka, Alaska, and 
winding up in historical Hussong's Can- 
tina, just outside Ensenada, Mexico. This 
event is open exclusively to motorcyclists 
competing on Vespas, limited to six 
gallons of gasoline. You supply your own 
booze and entertainment. It is due to start 
sometime in the dead of an Alaskan snow- 
storm so as to make all starts fair and 
equal. We plan on using a Preston Petty 
starting gate. The reason | am writing to 
you is this: Do you know of any company 
or companies that would be willing to 
supply course ribbons? 

Harland Nurbonski 
17260 Index St. 
Granada Hills, Calif. 91344 


We printed dear old Harland's address 
for any of you who' might be interested in 
the race or would like to send him sugges- 
tions on its accomplishment. Also, anyone 
with a few thousand miles of extra ribbons 
lying around might like to drop him a line. 


VE 
j 


SHERIDAN SUZUKI REPLIES 


| am writing this letter in response to 
your reply of my previous letter concerning 
your test of the Suzuki TM 250. | realize 
that the bike you tested was a pre- 
production unit. Enclosed is a picture 
taken of a production model. As you can 
see, the TM 250 L does have straight cut 
primary gears and does have an oiled foam 
air filter. Also not visible in the enclosed 
photo is the rear sprocket with a 45-tooth 
unit on the production bike. This photo is 
not of a modified bike nor am Га trick 


HOLD IT! With these great poster hangers. 


Now an easy way to hang those valuable posters. , 
Top rod has hang cord; bcttom rod keeps poster 
neat and flat. ORDER YOURS TODAY! 


Р SIZE. Pss sri cH Aoc diee: ды ie $2.00 
ЗБЕ Кыла Sx ТЫЛ өн Ret $2.50 
JUST CLIP & MAIL TO 131 S. Barrington PI. 
Coronado Book Corp. Los Angeles, Calif. 90049 
Please send me (#) 24" and (££) 


34"' handy poster hangers. Enclosed is $ 
as payment in full. 












photographer. | just want to see the truth 
printed in your magazine. | have dis- 
assembled six different TM 250s to make 
sure that | am right and | don't like the idea 
of you insinuating that | have my lines 
crossed. | would appreciate it very much if 
you would make sure that your readers are 
made aware of the facts. | would also like it 
to be made known that neither | nor 
anyone else associated with Sheridan 
Suzuki have their lines crossed concerning 
Suzuki motorcycles. 
Jay Kormash 
Sheridan Suzuki 
Tonawando, N.Y. 


As is evident from your photo, the 
Suzuki that you have do have a foam filter 


Name — 
Address 
City 
State 
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element and the gears are straight cut 
primary. types. But we still stated in our 
reply to your first letter that "the only thing 
we can figure is that the machine we were 
delivered was from a strange boatload.” 
We never made any “insinuations” that 
you have your lines crossed. A statement 
stating that "someone has their lines 
crossed somewhere” does not imply that 
Sheridan Suzuki or their employees are 
wrong. We also did not state that Sheridan 
Suzuki has their lines crossed concerning 
Suzuki motorcycles. It seems that ‘you 
‚ have overreacted slightly to the response. 
We're sure that you know what you're 
talking about, just as sure as we know 
what we are talking about when we write a 
road test. You state in your letter that you 
have disassembled. six different TM 250s 
and made sure that you were right. We 
also disassembled a few machines that 
were owned by riders in our area. Some 
had the paper element, some had the 
foam. A few were fitted with 45-tooth rear 
sprockets, others had the fourth tooth. No 
one would let us remove the side case to 
..check on the gears. Some of this dis- 
crepancy could come from the fact that 
you are on the East Coast while we are 
over 3000 miles away. Different distribu- 
tors might also be where the change lies. 
For instance, some machines from 
factories come over with a certain inferior 
part, while the next boatload has a shiny 
newly designed part to compensate. The 
Cooper is a good example of this. The 
machine is constantly béing updated, thus 
. many times a machine has changed from 
shipment to shipment. Hodaka also seems 
to employ this method of not waiting for a 
new model year to make changes. We feel 
that both the Cooper and the Hodaka have 
' the right idea. Suzuki might be following 
their example, and, if so, this may be 
where the differences are. 


CRASHES 


One simple question. Do you guys ever 
crash the test bikes that you are riding? 
Not purposely of course, but you must get 
off occasionally. What do the distributors 
say? 

Brian Weste 
Portland, Ore. 


Yes, we do get off occasionally. As a 
matter of fact, just about every bike we 
test has seen the dirt from the bottom side 
up. If you don't test the machine to yours 
and its abilities, how do you know what it's 
going to go out and do? The distributors 
would rather see a machine that has a few 
scratches than a bike that obviously was 
never taken out of the back of a truck. We 
feel that you really can't test a machine in 
a couple of hours, thus we put them 
through the mill. However, they are 
properly maintained during the entire 
testing period. One of our wise old editors 
once said that it’s better to get off a couple 
of times and know what the machine does 
than to get a few letters from guys who 
bought the machines and are dictating 
from a hospital bed. 


SUZUKI BEST? 


| am getting pretty sick and tired of 
hearing all about Honda Elsinore 125 
motocrossers. My TM 125 Suzuki has yet 
to be beat by an Elsinore and | have raced 


Continued on page 10 






















Penton now offers you a full 
line of dirt cycles to choose from 
for "74. From 100 to 400cc the 
Penton was designed to do one 
thing ... Win ... Enduros, Moto- 
Cross, Scrambles, Hare Scram- 
bles and Trials. The Penton is a 
true out of the crate competition 
cycle featuring the finest in 
craftsmanship, handling, 
versatility and power. 

In ‘73 Pentons won 7 National 
Enduros, 4 two-day ISDT Trials, 
20 gold medals at the 48th ISDT, 
250cc Yugoslavia G.P., 125cc 
Nat. M-X Championship and hun- 
dreds of Enduros, Moto-Crosses, 
Hare Scrambles and Cross-Coun- 
try events. 

Check out the Penton line 














PENTON 


PENTON NOW HAS A FULL RANGE OF SPORT- 
CYCLES WITH VERSATILITY PLUS . 









Penton Berkshire 100cc : 
Penton Six-Day 125cc 
Penton Jackpiner 175cc 
Penton Hare Scrambler 250cc 
Penton Mint 400 


before you buy a dirt cycle. You 
will be convinced that you can't 
buy better or do better than being 
on a Penton їп '74. 


Го Send те info on the ‘74 ТЕАИ 
| апа ту closest dealer. 


| O Enclosed is $1.00 for colorful 92" 
-| long Penton U.S.A. Sticker. 





| 

| Мате | 
| Address | 
| 








| слу State Zip 


| Penton Imports, 3709 W. Erie Ave., 
Lorain, Ohio 44053 











CC HOW TO RIDE MOTORCYCLES 3 


Name 


City 
State 





Address 


Here's the publication that makes you an expert 
in 84 pages of easy to follow instructions. There’s 
everything you need to know from street to 
competition! - 


CORONADO BOOK CORP. 
131 S. Barrington Pl. Los Angeles, Calif. 90049 


Please send me. 
MOTORCYGEES #1 at $1.00 each. I’ve enclosed 


copies of HOW TO RIDE 
which includes 25¢ for postage/handling 


for each copy I’ve requested. 


Zip 
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{һе “FINAL TOUCH"... 
KAL-GARD has it! 


NSE 
A dry lubricant used to 
avoid picking up dirt and 
dust. Grey in color. Sold 
in 6 oz. aerosol. 


















“20/20” 


A light oil and rust 
inhibitor that penetrates 
metal and also displaces 
water. Available in 6 & 
16 oz. aerosol. 











"CHAIN LUBE” 


A wet chain lube that won't | 
‘throw off. Petroleum based 
with molybdenum disulfide a 

won't wash off. 15 oz. aerosol. :HAIN 


LUBE 


"GUN KOTE" 


.Protects metal from ex- 
treme conditions and the 
elements. No need to 
ы 'dismantle and oil firearms 
after use. Hard and dura- 
ble black finish. 15 oz. 
aerosol. Also quarts and 
gallons. 









[korsaro Ht 



















PLUG POINT 


CONTACT 
CLEANER 





“PPCG” 
Cleans light fouled plugs 
and paints. Keeps them 
oil and dirt free. Use any 
place a clean dry surface 
is required. 6 oz. aerosol. 





Coating & Mfg. Corp. 
7118 Gerald Avenue 


DISTRIBUTORS INQUIRIES INVITED (213) 997-1673 


ШЇ; 
PICK A PAIR OF CHERRIES 


CERIANI. . .ONE OF THE ‘TRICK’ SECRETS OF THE i ie p 
WORLD'S FINEST RIDERS. GENE ROMERO, WHO à 
RECENTLY SET A NEW ONE HOUR WORLD SPEED | 
RECORD, CREDITS MANY OF HIS RACING HONORS | | 
TO THE EXCEPTIONAL PERFORMANCE OF CERIANI | | ee 
FORKS. CERIANI FORKS AND SHOCKS, ALWAYS OF 91 

THE HIGHEST STANDARDS, ARE UNSURPASSED! | | | 





“ See your dealer first. If he 
can’t supply. you, send for 
a brochure and retail price 
list. Our service is fast! ! 


ALSPORT DISTRIBUTING СО. 
233 SOUTH SEVENTH AVENUE ` 
CITY OF INDUSTRY, CA. 91746 

(213) 336-4502. = - 
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EXPRESSION CHAMBER 


at least twenty of them. If any of those 
guys think that their Honda is faster than a 
Suzuki, they're barking up the wrong 
exhaust pipe. l'Il bet that nobody with а 
Honda 125 Elsinore will even write and try 
to defend themselves because deep down 
inside their leathers they know l'm right. 
Charlie Bradford 
Reseda, Calif. 


We’re not going to touch this one with a 
twenty foot starting gate! If anyone out 
there would like to answer Mr. Bradford, 
preferably someone with a 125 Honda, feel 
free to do so. Our mailman could use the 
extra exercise anyway. ў 


RHODESIA RACERS 


We here in Rhodesia are starved of most 
bikes and information on them, and 
therefore we welcome reading matter like 
PC. | own a farm (tobacco and corn) of 
2000 acres and have used bikes as a means 
of transportation ever since | first started 
farming. | have a 125 Puch Mxer, a Suzuki 
100 TS flash frames, a 250 single 
Matchbox (Matchless). | would estimate 
the number of regular motocross riders in 
the whole country to be about 100. But 
even so we have produced three world 
champions in road racing, they being Ray 
Anim, Gary Hocking, and Jim Redman. 
Just thought Га drop you a line and con- 
gratulate you on a fabulous publication. 

L.G. Thomas 
Banket, Rhodesia 


If you have only 100 motocross racers in 
all of Rhodesia, Rick Valasek, our asso- 
ciate editor, would be interested in running 
in one of your Junior Day events. Just 
send him an entry form. We'll ship him 
over in a cardboard box with holes 
punched in it.. 


CRITICS, CRITICS! 


Your article on the Faulkner Four Stroke 
was interesting but you guys made some 
mistakes. Here’s what | think a typical day 
of riding the Honda would consist of. Take 
the Honda out to the local MX track, 
unload it, and lean it against a tree or 
something since it has no kickstand. 
Buckle up your Full Bores and sigh with 
relief since your fiberglass tank didn’t get a 
dent from the tree. However, it did crack 
slightly so tape it up and crank the 
thumper over. Pull out on the track and get 
down. Flying—but the throttle cable goes 
haywire and you're stuck wide open in 
fifth. No problem, just push the kill button. 
What's this? No kill button? Oh well, 
might as well eat it in style. There goes 
your titanium bars. Too bad, a crossbar 
might have saved them. Everything else 
looks okay except your Uni levers which 
did a 360 and look like a pair of teething 
rings for a piranha. No great loss. | hate to 
be nit-picking but, as you say, little things 
can win or lose a race for you. 

Allan McPhee 
Lake Worth, Fla. 


First of all, Allan, the machine doesn't 
have a Kickstand because of the light- 
weight theme. If you have ever been to. a 
professional race you might have dis- 
covered an amazine little devise called a 
“bike stand” which miraculously holds up 
the machine without the: need of a frame. 
mounted stand. The fiberglass tank is also 


lightweight, and the bike stand keeps you 
from “leaning it against a tree.” 

If you look on page 60 you can see this 
amazing little device. You are right about 
the kill switch. When the machine was 
shot for photos, we didn’t have the switch 
on. But it was mounted before the bike 
ever hit the dirt. You mention that the 
titanium bars would bend easily. Titanium 
is stronger than aluminum. We doubt that 
they would bend easily. The bike has been 
dropped a few times, and the bars are still 
straight. We have yet to see a set of Uni 
levers do a “360.” Those levers are of high 
quality plastics and don’t bend out of 
shape very easily. The only way that we 
know of to make a circle of Uni levers is to 
shove them into the oven and heat until 
cooked thoroughly. We don’t mind a little 
“nit-picking” but get the facts straight 
before you write the letter. 


PIT RACERS 


| just read your "Who's at Fault” article, 
and it's a sad thing because most acci- 
dents could be avoided. My interest is in 
motocross racing, and strictly for the thrill 
of the sport. It seems that there are a few 
inconsiderate riders who take great joy in 
bombing around pit areas and 25-cent car 
washes to show off. | just wish they'd 
realize how stupid a pit racer looks. Not 
too many people | ride with enjoy dodging 
bikes on and off the track. Besides that, 
lots of people have been injured by such 
carelessness. Just picture yourself walking 
out from behind your van and getting 
center punched by some jerk riding flat out 
in: fifth gear trying to pull wheelies. Next 
time you see some idiot racing around the 
pits, give him a good talking to. It beats 
having yourself laid up in a hospital bed 
because some idiot was suffering from a 
brain “leaning out.” 
Kenny Porcase 
Rabenna, Ohio 
Our sentiments exactly. You'll never see 
anyone from or with the PC staff pit 
racing. We did, however, observe a nice 
method for stopping pit racers. Someone 
was pit racing at a track which we 
frequent. A group of riders got together, 
approached the guy when he stopped, and 
took his bike, helmet, boots and leathers 
off him. Needless to say, that was the last 
time he ever went pit racing. 


INVISIBLE CHAINS? 


Concerning your May issue on helping 
your Husky. The caption under the top 
picture on page 62 explains how the Husky 
is readied for desert warfare. | would like to 
fix up my bike like yours but I’m having 
trouble finding an invisible chain. Is it a 
revolutionary chain invented by the sleek 
Japanese or did you mistakenly “lube it” 
.with invisible ink? | wrote Preston Petty 
Products and asked if they came out with 
the invisible chain but they told me they 
only made invisible handlebars and 
spokes. Please send me information on 
where | may purchase this piece of 
"transparent trickery.” 
Duncan Hill 
Escondido, Calif. 
' Well, Duncan, the chain can be obtained 
very easily by writing to 
enclose four quadropts plus 25 cents for 
fondling. You're welcome. P 
| 
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he problem is noise. Everywhere you ride these days, The Man 
says keep it quiet. But that doesn’t mean you can’t have the power 


% of a tuned exhaust system. Because Torque Engineering has come to 
: the rescue with Whisperin’ Smith, the only expansion chamber that 
d да á- gives you maximum power without the noise hassle. 

ECC Уч Specifically, independent testing with а Yamaha 2-stroke showed 


a fat 25% increase in horsepower without increasing noise level over 
stock! It’s the kind of power you've come to expect from Torque 
Engineering, with the added bonus of hassle-free riding. 

In addition, Torque Engineering’s 
Whisperin’ Smith pipes are U. S. For- — 
estry Service-approved spark arrestors. 
And the unique design means no messy 
pads or napkins to clean and replace. 

So. just who was it that said you 
can't have your cake and eat it, too? Torque Engineering Co. 


Not Whisperin’ Smith. P.O. Box 245-C 
Northridge, Са. 91324 
U. S. Forestry Service 213— 882-4321 


approved dyno-tested. 
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FOR 

f KAWASAKI 
500 & 750 


NEW LIGHTWEIGHT SILVER TRAIL 
aluminum alloy motorcycle trailer with 
independent suspension smooths out 
bumps, tracks straight, stores easily. Save 
money with one or three rail easy-to- 
assemble kit. г 
Š TT RFA (BLACK FINISH 
* GAS MILEAGE UP 25% ONLY) 
p буы NC 


* WON'T DRAG ON HARD TURNS GOD: 

* GREATLY IMPROVED TORQUE (Specs on Request) 
е SMOOTHER POWER 

WORLD-WIDE MAIL ORDER SERVICE 

ORDERS SHIPPED SAME DAY 

MANY KAWASAKI GOODIES 


TRAIL KIT 
Send For ; Р.О. Вох 27666 
Free Literature че з Tempe, AZ 85282 


* CATALOG 504 


“KAWASAKI HEADQUARTERS” 
CYCLE STOP, INC. 

501 $. BERNADOTTE 

NEW ORLEANS, ГА. 70119 
PHONE (514) 488-6647 
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“TRICKIT” 


makes Japanese 
Forks work! 


The sensational “TRICKIT”’ 
FRONT FORK IMPROVER KIT 
corrects the fork inadequacy of 
Yamaha, Suzuki and Kawasaki 

motorcycles with aluminum 

sliders. 

“Japanese Forks” are lightest in 
weight, best constructed, with the 
best seals in the business — but 
they don’t work properly! 

With light oil 

they bottom on the big bumps; with 
heavy oil, they’re too stiff fora 
pleasant trail ride. 

"TRICKIT" 

goes to the heart of the problem — 
the valve itself. Unique "TRICKIT" 
valving transfers just the right 
amount of oil atthe right time — to 
provide the PROPER DAMPING 
FOR THE BEST CONTROL AND 
THE SMOOTHEST RIDE 

YOU CAN GET! 


Easy installation, precise step- 
by-step instructions. 

KIT NO. 133 Yamaha 125, 175; 
Suzuki 125, 185 Kawasaki 125, 175 
KIT NO. 233 Yamaha 250, 360, 500; 
Suzui 250, 400 Kawasaki 250, 350 
KIT NO. 333 Kawasaki KX250 


List 3025 


PLUS 50c HANDLING 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


Calif. residents add 6% sales tax 





NUMBER ONE 
PRODUCTS 


11509 Bexley Dr. 
Whittier, Ca. 90606 
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The off-road world championship 
season has moved off to an even more 
dramatic and unexpected start than last 
year when Jim Pomeroy surprised every- 
one by the winning of the 250сс Spanish 
G.P. Perhaps the biggest shock of this 
year’s opening rounds was the way in 
which the mighty Japanese works teams 
were hammered by the Europeans. 

The action began traditionally with the 
250 Spanish G.P. Belgian Raymond 
Boven gave Montesa their first ever 
G.P. win but it was Russian Gennady 
Moiseev who ended up top points scorer 
of the day on one of the ever-improving 


‘factory KTMs. 


The Montesa success came in the first 
of the two 45-minute legs. To the ecstatic 
delight of the home crowds, Boven took 
the lead on the first lap. He was chal- 
lenged and passed by Russian Pavel 
Rulev on another works KTM but Rulev 
fell while Boven motored on to the win. 

However, his mechanics suspected that 
his motor was going sick and changed it 
between races. But it proved to be the 
gearbox that was ailing, as Boven 
couldn't get the bike out of gear when the 
gate dropped for the second leg. Moiseev, 
who had finished fourth in the opening 
leg, broke straight into the lead and 
never lost it. Harry Everts, on a 
Puch—another of the threatening new 
factories in motocross—finished second, 
ahead of Czech Jaroslav Falta, on a CZ. 

And what of the Japanese bikes? 
Reigning world champion Hakan An- 
dersson eventually finished second 
highest scorer on his Yamaha after a very 
eventful day. He took third place in the 
opening leg despite a collision with 
Rulev, and the resulting bruises forced 
him to wear heavy bandaging on his right 
hand for the second race, in which he 
finished fourth. . 

And your Jim? He didn't repeat that 
almost fairy-tale success of last year, but 
at least he picked up some points, and to 
score anything in the opening round of 
the G.P.s is a morale booster. He was in 
trouble with suspension problems on the 
works Bultaco during practice, and then 
with a motor that kept dying while 
pulling out of the turns during the races. 
But his seventh and tenth places earned 
him five points, making him ninth best 
scorer. 


АП three of the works Suzuki riders, 
once supreme in this class, scored points, 
but nofie of them was rapid enough to 
challenge the leaders. The irrepressible 
legend of motocross, Joel Roberts, was 
best of the trio with fifth and ninth 
places. Sylvain Geboers scored a seventh 
place, and Gaston Rahier finished tenth 
in the first leg. But on this showing, 
Suzukis are going to trouble no one in 
the 250 class this year. 

Pomeroy had to suffer the frustration 
of being one of the quickest men at the 
second 250сс round, in Czechoslovakia, 
only to retire with mechanical problems 
in both races. Moiseev led the first leg for 
three laps before stopping with a punc- 
tured tire. This let Pomeroy into the lead 
until electrical problems hit the Bultaco. 
Falta (CZ) raced on to win from Maico's 
Hans Maisch and Everts. 

In the second leg, Falta and Pomeroy 
duelled for the lead until а smashed 
wheel stopped the American, and Falta 
went on to win from Moiseev. Andersson 
was still suffering from the effects of his 
Spanish injury and was unable to race, 
and Geboers withdrew from the meeting, 
claiming that the circuit was too 
dangerous. 

So after two rounds, the championship 
table left Falta giving CZ the title lead 
with 40 points, from Moiseev (KTM, 35), 
Everts (Puch, 31) and Boven (Montesa, 
21). Then in fifth place was the first 
Japanese machine, Andersson's Yamaha. 

With CZ packing up to five works 
machines into certain of the rounds, it 
was no real surprise when they won the 


top three positions in their home G.P., , 


with Miroslav. Halm heading Falta and 
Jiri Churavy. Any suspicion that 





Pomeroy's rides last year were a flukey 
one-shot effort were most definitely 
dispelled when he finished the day as 
fourth best points scorer, and the best 
non-Czech rider. By this time, while 
Falta was still leading the table and 
Pomeroy was edging closer to the top ten, 
Andersson was in big trouble—he 
injured his back in practice and left for 
Belgium for hospital treatment. It'll be 
sad if Hakan, who had to fight a tremen- 
dous recovery from injury to win the 
world title, loses it purely because of 
further damage. 

The 500cc series opened just as 
dramatically as the 250s. After stating 
during the winter that they now regard 
the G.P.s as development ground and are 
not too bothered about actually winning 
the world title, Husqvarna put it over 
everyone, when Heikki Mikkola won 





both legs of the Austrian round опа 
360cc machine! Mikkola, 28, is back in 
the 500сс class this year after a spell оп 
250s in 1973, and the period away from 
the big bikes doesn’t seem to have 
harmed his form at all. 

Maico’s Adolf Weil and Willy Bauer 
finished second and third in each race, 
and Bengt Aberg kept those stubborn 
four-strokes in the picture by taking two 
fourth places on the works Cheney-BSA. 
Aberg, twice world champion on 
Huskies, was riding the conventional 
telescopic-forked model, and not the 
experimental version with leading link 
front suspension pictured in this column 
recently. The bike was fast enough for 
him to lead the second leg for two laps 
before the two-strokes got past. 

Once again, what happened to the 
Japanese teams? World champ Roger De 
Coster had a dismal day. He was robbed 
of power in the first leg when his Suzuki's 
cylinder head cracked, and in the second 
leg he punctured and was lapped. Ninth 
place in the first race gave him just two 
championship points. Teammate Gerrit 
Wolsink, Suzuki's winter capture from 
Maico, was sixth best scorer however. 
The best of the Japanese-backed riders 
was АКе Jonsson who scored fifth and 
sixth places on his Yamaha. 

Was Mikkola's first round success a 
flash of luck? If anyone thought so, they 
were wrong, for he really frightened the 
Japanese teams in the second round in 
France by repeating the performance! 
And this time DeCoster had no 
mechanical problems. 

The world champ just wasn't good 
enough to pass the flying Husky, and had 
to settle for two second places. This 
meant that Mikkola had scored the 
maximum. possible 60 points from the 
opening rounds, with Bauer and Weil 
trailing on 30 and 28, and DeCoster 
holding fourth place in the table on 26. 

American Brad Lackey, who's been 
recruited to Husky's G.P. team this year, 
opened his scoring in the series by taking 
tenth and ninth places, the latter after 
pulling up from a bad start. 

The Japanese are not showing so much 
interest in the 125cc class, so perhaps it's 
not surprising that European firms are 
dominating this class.. After three 
rounds, two Zundapp riders, 18-year-old 
Belgian Andre МаШегЬе, and. West 
German Fritz Schneider, were fighting it 
out for the championship lead. 

Like the other classes, the sidecars 
began hectically when а bomb exploded 
in the Dutch round! It wasn't the work of 
extremists or anything like that, just a 
relic of World War Two which was 
discovered during practice, and had to be 
deait with. 

The chairs have traditionally been 
dominated by Norton power, but in this 
opening leg Jan Ten Thije, on a 750 
BMW, got first and third places to lead 
the scoring. Brothers Lorenz and Samuel 
Haller, reigning European champions, 


ran out of petrol in the first leg, but won 
the second race on their 750 Honda 
outfit. Britons—yes, we do grab the 
occasional success in modern motocross! 
—Nick Thompson and Dave Beavis. were 
second highest scorers on their Norton. 

The one off-road championship in 
which the Japanese made a good start to 
the season 15 Ше trials series, which 
opened in California earlier this year. By 
the halfway stage, Yamaha’s Mick 
Andrews: had closed to within one point 
of Bultaco's Malcolm Rathmell. 

Andrews did it by winning the French 
round on his cantilever-framed machine 
—the cantilever suspension, incidentally, 
has even spread to some of Yamaha's 
four-cylinder road race bikes. Rathmell 
had a hard time in France, suffering a 
puncture, and finishing only tenth. It was 
really a bad day for the Bultaco team, for 
reigning European champion Martin 
Lampkin ran out of time because of a 
faulty gearbox and a flat tire, and his 
brother Alan drowned his motor in a 
stream. 7 

American teenager Marland Whaley, 
on а 310сс Montesa, finished 19th with 
107 marks lost compared to Andrews’ 
57-mark winning total. But Whaley still 
impressed with some neat riding, and he 
has time on his side. 


* * * 


An incident which happened during 
the recent European visit of AMA No. 1 
Kenny Roberts shows the hardy mental 
state of pro motorcycle racers. Roberts 
was over to contest the Imola 200-mile 
road race in Italy, and the Anglo- 
American match races in England. It was 
his first appearance in Europe, and 
presumably he was still getting used to 
Yamaha's new 700cc four-cylinder 
monsters, so he had plenty to think 
about. 

The unsettling drama occurred one 
evening when Kenny was riding in a car 
with European F750 champion Barry 
Sheene and fellow American Gene 
Romero. It was shortly before the Imola 
race, and somehow the car ended up 


‘submerged in a waterway beside the 


road. An understandable panic ensued 
as the three fought to get out, and 
Romero had to dive back under after he 
was the first to escape. The rescue 
operation proceeded -swiftly, however, 
and all three got out without injury ог 
other tragedies occurring. 

` Then Roberts went out in the race and 
finished second to Agostini, beating all 
the other European road race hot shots. 
Тпе next weekend he was the hero of the 
match races when he won four of the six 
legs. America lost the series with 401 
points to Britain's 416, but Roberts was 
the hero of the weekend and the final 


“score, might well. have ended in 


America's favor if Gary Nixon hadn't run 
out of petrol when holding fourth place 
on his 750 Suzuki in the final race at 
Oulton Park. Pd 





Jumping, whoop-de-doos, 

full lock slides and wide 

open straightaways are 

а! part of motocross 

and your fork oil has to 

absorb it all- Bel-Ray 

Fork Oil is formulated 

to give you consistent 

reliable dampening from е: | 
the starting gate тоне 

checkered Над. Bel-Ray 

Fork Oil gives you! pro- 

tection Бу preventing 

rust an@oxidation. “Seal 

swell” in Bel-Ray's Fork Oil minimizes 
seal leakage. You get dependable per- 
formance because Bel-Ray Fork Oil 
never foams or dries out seals and is 
consistent at.all temperatures. 


If you're racing to win or riding for 
fun, you want the best. . .Bel-Ray 
Fork Oil available in SAE 5, 10, 20, 
30, 40 апа`50 for rider’s personal 
ргеїегепсе. 


Ask your dealer for 
Bel-Ray products and 
look for this display. 


Bel -Ва у Сотрапу Inc 


TERMALENE DIVISION, Box 526, РС 
Farmingdale, N:J. 07727 (201) 938-2421 
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BICYCLE EXERCISES 


| have been doing your exercises since | 
left the Training Center, but | was wonder- 
ing if | could ride a bicycle instead of run- 
ning. It seems a lot better for me because I 
don't quit as easily and there's more to see 
and do. How long should | ride to make it 
effective? 





Ken Debelle 
Holyoke, Mass. 


If you want to ride a bicycle instead of 
running, you might not get as much 
exercise. But it you are only going to ride a 
bike and not run, you should ride for at 
least ten miles. If you want to make it more 
effective you can take along a hand builder 
and squeeze it while you ride. 


LEVERS 


One simple question. When you tighten 
the levers on your handlebars should they 


After extensive testing, JT 
now offers 125 and 250 Honda 
Elsinore owners a new. way to 
breath, by increasing the filter- 
ing area by 2%X over the stock 
filter, whiie decreasing the 
weight by 2. Each kit comes 
complete with all mounting 
gear and instructions for a 


simple 45-minute installation. 
Combine this with Twin Air 
Action Oil and you have an 
unbeatable cómbination. 


(1 125 
[J] Twin Air Action Oil (1 Pt.) 
[_]Stock Replacement Filters 





be as tight as possible, or be able to slip 
around a bit? 
Jeff Tinsley 
Silver Springs, Md. 
Your levers should be tight, but you 
should be able to move them around when 
you put some pressure on them. This 
allows the lever to bend down and under 
the handlebars when you fall. Also if you 
happen to keep your hands on the bars 
and fall, the lever won't break your wrist. 
They should be tight enough to stay in 
place, but should be loose enough to move 
in the event of a fall. 


WASH N WEAR 


| have a problem with my riding that | 
haven't been able to pin down. | seem to 
have the front end wash out all the time. It 
doesn't matter which bike | ride. It 
happens with all of them. This is really 
getting to bug me, and Гт running out of 
Band-Aids. Is there any cure? There has to 
be something that helps! 
Martin Shuley 
Truth or Consequences, N.M. 


You are obviously sitting too far back on 
your motorcycle. This allows the front 
wheel to drift about, and generally take a 
path that you don't appreciate. Get over 
the bars more and get some weight on the 
front wheel. Standing up on the pegs in 
the corner might also be your problem. Sit 
forward on the machine, up towards 
the tank. 


SHOULDERLESS RIMS 
Is it really worth the investment to buy 


AMOUNT ENCLOSED $ 


NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

*Catalog E] $1.00 


STATE & ZIP 


California residents add 6% Sales Tax. 


JT RACING — 241 W. 35th St., Ste. A, National City, СА 92050 
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some shoulderless rims, like the Akronts or 

DID types? | know that you gain a little 

mud.while riding, but is there really 
enough to slow you down? 

William Whitlock 

Buffalo, N.Y. 


Shoulderless rims do collect a lot less 
mud than the other types. About three 
pounds of unwanted waste can develop 
during a long moto. It does slow you down 
to a small extent, usually enough so that 
you can notice the difference. 


WARM-UP PROCEDURES 


When | go riding with my friends, one of 
the guys has a strange way of getting his 
bike running smoothly. Once it starts, he 
immediately wicks the throttle wide open 
and holds it there for a couple of minutes. | 
think this is harmful to your engine, but he 
claims that he's seen the pros do it at the 
big races. Who is right? 

Shorty Seabourne 
Columbus, Ohio 

You are right. You should warm up the 
machine for a while before you even 
attempt to hold the throttle wide open. 
What he was watching at the bit races was 
the professional riders cleaning out their 
engines after they had been warmed up. 
When you wick open the throttle and the 
bike is cold, there is no oil in the upper end 
and you can wear out an engine pre- 
maturely. 


KILL SWITCHES 
A few of my friends and | were having a 





discussion about kill switches. They said 
that you don’t have to have a kill switch on 
your bike if you set the idle so low that the 
bike will die. | say that you should have the 
switch anyway, just in case. Who js right? 
Jim Kelley 

Canoga Park, Calif. 


The AMA requires that you have a kill 
switch on your machine before you can 
even get out on the course to practice. 
That should pretty much give you an 
answer. Just setting your machine so it 
won't idle is good, but what if it falls on the 
throttle side and screws the slide open? It 
can possibly do donuts, sometimes on 
your body. Put the kill switch on. It's worth 
the time, investment, and lack of lost skin. 


STARTER WOES 


| have been wounded at the gate several 
times now because of the starter. He 
sometimes walks over to the lever and just 
stands there. Other times | have been 
fooled because he looks like he pulled it, 
but the gate remains still up. I’m not the 
only rider who has this complaint. What 
can the riders do to solve this problem? 
Ben Campito 
South Bend, Ind. 


There are a few things you can do about 
this problem. First of all, you should be 
watching the gate instead of the starter. 
You can see the gate and react faster than 
if you watch the starter walk over and pull 
the lever. You can also complain to the 
promoter of the race. A starter who does 
little tricks like that can seriously injure 
the riders. 


FACE FILTRON 


| went to the races recently and saw 

Tony DiStefano wearing what looked to 

be a red handkerchief type face band. 

What is this used for and does it really 
help? 

Tim Marshall 

Pasadena, Calif. 


The face scarf that you saw is called a 
Face Filtron. You can usually get it at 
motocross specialty shops for about 35 
cents. It wraps around your ears and 
covers your mouth and nose. The best 
thing is that you don’t eat any dust and 
you are breathing cleaner air, minus most 
of the exhaust and dirt that you would 
normally pick up when riding behind other 
riders. | have seen a few riders who wear 
these under their John Banks Face Masks 
and they feel that it is the best idea yet. 


NOSEDIVER 


| race my Yamaha at Morgan Hills track 
twice a month. There is one jump at this 


course which constantly gives me trouble. : 


It has a small lip on the upper edge that 
makes the rear end of my bike jump higher 
than the front end. This is scary. Most of 
the time I slow down for the jump and then 
other guys pass me. How can | take this 
jump fast and not let it affect my bike the 
way it does? 

Brian Engleson 

Carpon, W.Va. 


In taking a jump at high speed there are 


several things to remember: 

1. Race to the jump as fast as possible. 
2. About 30 feet before the jump-lip, ex- 
hale and back off the throttle. 

3. Atthe lip turn your throttle back on and 
extend your rump as far back as possible. 
At the same ите lean your chest down as 
low as possible toward the tank. 

4. Relax. 

5. When you land, your front wheel 
should be about 12 inches higher than the 
rear wheel. 


RIGHT-TURN HANG-UP 


| am 30 years old, five feet 10 inches tall, 
and weigh 170 165. | ride a 1973 360 MX 
Yamaha. One hang-up | have is in entering 
right-hand turns wide open. | was wonder- 
ing if this might be a mental block because 
left-hand turns are easy. Would you please 
give me some pointers? 
Dominic DeVendetti 
El Cajon, Calif. 


When entering a high-speed corner try 
to pick a straight line to the corner, then 
brake hard with both brakes until you 
reach a speed at which you can make the 
corner without sliding in the corner itself. 
After you have gone through the corner, 
turn it or; as soon as your bike is straight 
and gas it to the next corner. It makes no 
difference whether it is a left-hand turn or 
a right-hand turn. Just remember not to 
fight your bike and to let it do the work. 
Also, use your bike only when the bike is 
straight up and down. d 


5. 
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5-SPEED 250 


The “Greatest handling Enduro ever" is really a motocrosser 
with just these differences: a different cylinder, a high pipe and 
lights! Low center of gravity...max ground clearance...great 
acceleration...heavy flywheel...and plenty of low speed torque. : 
Е American designed, built т Mexico by МОТО ISLO 

West 8 Southeast U.S.A. 

APACHE LIMITED 


6422 San Fernando Rd. • Glendale, Ca. 91201 


GOOPER 
CLASS OF THE DIRT BIKE FIELD 


Lightweight e Powerful е Superb Handling 





This jewel goes straight in the rough, has steady 
control in the corners. The best of traction... first 
to the first corner... and the fastest from corner to 
corner. This is COOPER — a Winner! 


Northeast & N. Central U.S.A. 
MITSUBISHI INT'L. CORP. 
271 Park Ave. e New York, N. Y. 10017 










6-SPEED 250 
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Have you ever sat down and wondered 


where words come from? Not your . 


everyday language mind you, but some of 
the strange motorcycle oriented terms. 
For instance, does anyone really know 
the origin of the word ''knobbies?" 
Think about that one. Who in their right 
mind would make up a word like 
“knobby?” Where does it come from? 
Who is it named after? Is there a Hiram 
Knobby living somewhere in exile, 
reaping riches off a copyright? 

Yes friends, knobby is a strange word. 
But even worse, the terminology as- 
sociated with motorcycles doesn't stop 
there. If you were to sit down, look at 
your bike and run off the names of some 
parts, you would come up with some 
pretty interesting conclusions. 








For instance. When you start your 
motorcycle you have a choice of doing 
one of two things. You can either hit the 
choke or the tickler. Н 

First of all, choke is something you до 
to someone’s throat when they owe you 
long overdue cash. Loan companies have 
been known to do this very effectively, by 
mail of course. Tickle is something you 
do to your girlfriend to get her in the 
right mood for what you might have 
planned. | 

‘But where do these words come from? 
Possibly “choke” got its origin from a 
masochist/sadist type person who enjoys 
choking little kids, dogs, old ladies, and 
he got turned on to motorcycles. 
“Tickle” was coined by an ex-football 
player who developed a strange fixation 
towards his bike after his cheerleader 
girlfriend dropped him, due to his allergy 
to pom-poms. 

Now we come to throttle. Once you’ve 
tickled/choked the bike and are ready to 
go, you’ve got to throttle it. Throttling 
consists of either grabbing one’s enemy 
by the throat or turning open the lever on 
your machine to operate the carb. This 
seems reasonable. After you’ve choked 
the bike, you throttle it. Of course, you 
can “give it gas" which probably refers to 
taking your bike on an excursion through 
an Italian restaurant that goes heavy on 
the spices. 





8K awasaki/Performance === 


Keeping within our theme, we 
stumble, fall, and trip over the term of 
"kick starter." True, you do use a 
downward motion of your leg to engage 
the starting lever. But you would 
normally kick something that you don't 
like, possibly the same friend that you 
“choked” instead of “иск ед.” Kicking is 
something you might do to a dog ог your 
motorcycle when either one won’t 
cooperate. But strangely enough, you 
also kick your bike when you want to get 
the fire burning. Remember that the next 
time your bike won’t start. Tell it that 
you're going to “bring it to life by 
engaging the starting mechanism." It 
sounds more professional, and will keep 
your bike out of the psychiatrist's office. 

Next on your list is the kill button. 
This one could have come from anyone. 
But it didn't. Someone sat down and 
decided that the switch to stop the 
electrical pulsations of his motorcycle 
should be aptly called “kill switch." 
Obviously this person was demented. 
Possibly an ex-hit man for the mafia. It 
isn't the type of word that you would hear 
coming from a Minister who poses as a 
Weekend Warrior (except on Sundays) at 
your local track. He would say something 
like “repent and subsist” switch. 

Brakes and binders both refer to the 
same thing. The mechanism on your 
motorcycle used'to stop said motorcycle. 


Exclusive new baffle 
design tames noise 
without taming power. 


Another first for 
Kawasaki owners 


The only high performance 
chamber in the world with internal 
baffling for unequalled power 

and quiet. 





Rugged 18 ga. center 
box section. 














Exclusive double-wall front 
cone on high-mount pipes 
for F and G series 
dampens resonance and 
gives you the toughest 
chamber made. 


Mandrel-bent head pipe 
gives smooth, unobstructed 
gas flow. 






Formed aluminum heat 
shield keeps your leg cool 
even in hot races. 
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But why brakes? Possibly because bikers 
are so injury-orientated the word came 
about. It could be that either you hit the 
brakes on the bike, or you fall down, the 
bike hits you, and you brake. Take your 
pick. 


Using the term "forks" has always 
amused me. This little bit of slang was 
obviously made up by someone who was 
extremely overweight and always think- 
ing about food. The kind of guy you see 
out at the motorcycle park on a rental 
bike, only you can’t see the rental bike 
underneath him. 

If the front suspension is called forks, 
then obviously the rear should be called 
"spoons" or knives.” But they're not. 
The proper term is "shocks." Now 
shocks are something you get when you 
put a screwdriver into a wall socket. Or 
when you fail all your classes in your 
senior year at High School. But what 
does the word "shock" have to do with 
motorcycle apparatus that smoothens 
your riding pleasures? If it was intended 
to be a “shock lessener," then you would 
be buying Shock Lesseners from Koni, 
Curnett, Arnaco, Girling, et al. We 
would soon be infiltrated by colorful 
terms such as Shock Velvetizers, Shock 
Depressants, Shock Stoppers, and 
naturally some small company would be 
selling “Shock Smoother-Outers.” 

Swing arm is yet another strange one. 


sound further. 


High-strength perforated 
tube resists erosion 
and clogging. 


Heavy baffle disc makes 
gas chicane through 
perforated tube to soften 


Dead air space around gas 
chamber adds extra 
silencing. 


If someone yelled “hit that Swing Arm” 
you would look around for some idiot 
trying to flap his way to the sun. The only 
real place that swing arm is appropriate 
is on the Jack LaLanne show, or to one of 
those little guys (who can’t sing) that 
direct the big 747s into a place of 
unloading at the airport. For them it isn’t 
really a choice. Either swing those arms 
or become part of a Boeing 747 decal. 

"Cross-ups" has always boggled me. 
Cross-up might be part of a ritual 
performed by a priest during last rites. 
But no, a cross up is something a 
motorcycle rider does with his machine. 

Tank probably had a strange origin. A 
tank is something that you sit in when 
you shoot at the enemy. It allows you to 
shoot at them and they have a poor 
chance at ‘shooting back -at you. But 
you’ve got a tank on your bike. This 
could possibly revert back to when the 
old Matchless-Triumph-BSA desert 
duels were a common sight. They 
resembled tanks, sort of. In case you’re 
wondering, we’re not even going to cover 
petcocks. Draw your own conclusions. 

A bore is something you do to your 
bike when it gets a little too big for its 
piston. A bore is someone at a party who 
works for a twine factory and tells you 
about their peak season, during windy 
days when everybody gets out their kites. 

A head is something that you put 





High density packing in 
silencer section won't 
blow out; is a snap 

to replace. 


The new Wirges pipes out-perform 
anything we've ever dyno-tested — and 

\ that includes every popular make 
you can пате — and some you couldn't. 
What’s more, our sound testing indicates 
new low sound levels never before 
achieved on high performance systems. 
This means the new Wirges chamber 
gives you a combination of power 

and quiet you can’t get anywhere else. 


inside your helmet. A head is also 
something that you put on top of your 
cylinder to keep it from becoming bored. 
Head is also something found in a few 
places of business, none of which we are 
going to list here. 

A silencer is something you put on a 
gun to make it quiet when you shoot your 
buddy who still owes you money after 
you’ve choked him. A silencer is also 
something you put on the end of your 
bike’s exhaust pipe so the neighbor won’t 
use his silencer on your body as you go 
down the alley at 5:00.a.m. 

The list can go on forever. If you really 
want to get your jollies, go out to the 
garage, sit on your friendly orange crate 
and name off everything from the 
“forks” to the "knobbies." Then change 
the names a little so they sound better. 
And the next time you go riding you can 
tell your buddies, “Yes when I hot the 
eating utensils up front it doesn't 
cooperate enough and when I do my 
religious signs off the big jump the 
shock-smoother-outers don't go cush. 
Besides that, when I want to get the bike 
moving, I have to hit the bring-to-life 
mechanism about fifty times while I 
squeeze it's throat just to get it running!" 
Guaranteed they'll look at you in a 
strange way and walk off muttering. Oh 
well, you didn't want to borrow their 
tools anymore. Ву В.МУ.2. p 


om 






















Get full details at your Kawasaki 


dealers now! 
E i 
“World’s Fastest Kawasakis” f r 


Box 394/Rural Route 2/Princeton, Illinois 61356 INC. 







| Double, slotted mounting 
brackets let you use 
stock rubber grommets. 


Catalog available on request, $1.00 
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ear Your Color: 









R 
Y 
YOUR 44 PAGE 
CATALOG WITH 100'5 
OF SHIRT DESIGNS 
PLUS BIG 'DAD OY 
RAT'S BEAUTIFUL 
BIKINI RATMATES 
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Ё surer COLOR T-SHIRTS... 


м х $5.00 еа. | 
("КЩ high crew neck band and breast f 
pocket - 100% cotton. Sizes S-M-L-XL 


Colors: Тап - Yellow - Light Blue - Gold 
Give 2nd and 3rd color choices. 


[WHITE T-SHIRTS ..... a 
WHITE SWEATSHIRTS . ... . $4.50 ea. 
[Sizes 8-10-12-14-16 Adults S-M-L-XL 
Bu on both sides add... . $1.00 
RATTY RAG NEWSPAPER LOADED 
ДЕ v» DESIGNS, ARTICLES AND 
| PICTURES OF CHOPPER sike Щ 


WINNERS. SEND 25C РР . НОВ 
ORDER FROM STORE NEAREST YOU 


RAT'S HOLE -Arrona scs. Fia. 


OR 3025 LAS VEGAS PC BLVD. SO. 








LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 89109. . 
Crders Under $10.00 Ааа 50с For Postage 
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getting 
off 


While testing the Bodbuster 360 МХ last 
week | came ироп-а few interesting ob- 
servations. One of the most important 
things that | noticed was that | was slowly 
becoming brothers with nature. After all | 
have eaten more dirt in the past few 
months than a gelog of worms (groups of 
worms are known as a gelog). 

This important observation flashed 
through my mind and about two days later 
| came up with the startling conclusion: 
Should | really ride a motorcycle? Only 
now, do | realize that the above-mentioned 
conclusion is not really a conclusion at all, 
it's a question, but never mind that. Once 
this question/conclusion began haunting 
my brain, | knew | could never rest until it 
was resolved. The best way to resolve any 
problem was to go to the supermarket and 
look for your particular problem among the 
cover blurbs on the monthly magazines. 
Since my neighborhood is not zoned for 
supermarkets, | was forced to go to the 
local 7-11. As | entered the humble estab- 
lishment | was literally drawn to the maga- 
zine rack and my eyes focused (an 
amazing feat considering that it was early 
Monday morning) on the new issue of 
True Interpersonal Relationships. Right 
there on the cover of TIR was the blurb 
"Can you be faithful to your two-stroke 
after a complete rebuild? pg. 38." Quickly 
turning to page 38 | completed the ques- 
tionaire. Now | know the answer, the truth, 
| have seen the light. 

In a continuing effort to let you, dear 
reader, in on the inside tips, | have repro- 
duced TIR's questionaire so that you can 
find the answer for yourself. 

True Interpersonal Relationship's ques- 
tionaire number 95 — “Can you be faithful 
to your two-stroke after a complete 
rebuild?'' 


Section | All about you as a rider. 


1. Your idea of having a good time is 
a. watching the Partridge Family and 
Brady Bunch back to back. 
b. tying your shoes. 
c. taking your toaster apart. 
inhaling two-stroke exhaust. 


2. Which do you love more? 
a. your father. 
b. your mother. 
c. someone elses wife. 
d. anyone elses wife. 
3. If the answer above is either a, b, с 
or d, then go on to the next question. 


4. Factory sponsored riders 
a. all have last names like Honda, 
Kawasaki, Yamaha. 
b. have brown noses. 
c. shampoo rugs in their spare time for 





WILL YOUR HONDA 
_ STAY IN FRONT ` 
OF THE PACK? 





IT CAN WITH HELP 
FROM POWROLL 


Power Packages Available 
For All 4-Stroke Models. 
Trail - Street - Racing 


Send for Complete Catalog $1.25 Cash 
(Catalog price refundable with order.) 
Model Information 50¢ 


Powroll Inc. 
P.O. Box 1206 D8 
Bend, Oregon 97701 
Call (503) 382-6395 


| The No.1 
choice over 
the years! 


The top selling 
chain lubricant 
for years...the 
choice of motor- 
cycle enthusiasts, 
amateur and pro 
racer alike. Chain 
Life contains no 
oil, silicon, moly 
or graphite. 
Penetrates pins 
and rollers; no 
overspray or waste. 
Repels excess 
accumulation of 
dirt, sand, mud 
and grass. 


MOTORCYCLES 
SNOWMOBILES 


* SILENCES 
* CLEANS 

* PENETRATES 

* CLINGS 

* LUBRICATES 

е EXTENDS LIFE 


llli ASHLAND CHEMICAL COMPANY 
DIVISION OF ASHLAND OIL, INC. 


Ashland, Specialty Products 0 Р.О. Box 3105 
SANTA FE SPRINGS, CAL. 90670 











extra money. 
а. Jhave "gentleman's agreements" for 
contracts. 


Б. Leathers make you 
a. excited. 
b. make you want to hang around 
COWS. 
c. wonder why you haven't bought a 
helmet. 
(d) invincible and have strong desires 
~~ for a red cape. 


6. Bench racing is 
a. a very slow race on wooden 
structures. 
р. only done in cafeterias. 
«C.J an exaggeration of fictitious events. 
d. an unnatural act. 
7. A wheelie is 
а. a baby wheel. 
b. an adult wheel. 
€\the cry of a lost pit racer. 
d. papa’s last name. 
8. до прав is next to 
a.) impossible. 
Б? grand old singles. 
c. winning the Tide GP 
d. February 7, 1945. 


Section П All about you as a non-rider. 
9. | first began to ride a bike... 


a. when | was three. 
b. after seeing "Оп Any Sunday” 23 


times. 
c. when | discovered that | looked great 
in a hot hat. 


d. all of the above. 


10. Do you wear a helmet when you ride? 
а. | Yes. 
Б. Boise, Idaho. 
c. February 7, 1945. 
d. shake it, don’t break it. 


11. ا‎ gould rather go riding than... 
А.) mow the lawn. 
7 perform open heart surgery оп 
Wayne Newton. 
c. see the Exorcist again. 
d. have a meaningless interpersonal 
relationship with Taten O'Neal. 


12. Next year | would like to compete in . 
а.) the Superbowl of Motocross. 
b. the ISDT. 
c. the Wake Forest to Puget Sound 
Enduro. 
d. the Ms. Teenager of the World 
contest. 


13.(/My childhood heros were... 
ta. Joel Roberts. 
b. underdog. 
"с. My Mother the Car. 
d. Annette Funicello.: 
14. The difference between a two-stroke 
and a four-stroke is... 
a. minor. 
b. three strokes. 
. Elmo the clown: 
1) about $400. 
15. In the last Barstow-to-Vegas race you 
rodea... 
a. Vespa 8-speed. 
b. a camel. 
c. very slowly. 
67 some of the above. 
16. WD- 40 is. 
а) Russian secret formula for 
bubble gum. 
b. toothpaste. 
c. Sears’ smallest motorcycle. 
d. all of the above. 


Section Ш 
General stuff and misplaced information. 
17. The winner of the 1937 World Grand 
Prix at Washbough, Ohio, was... 
a. Pierre Karsmaker 
b. Marty Tripes 
(C. Kalliev Studuska 
d. Annette Funicello 


18. Which one of the following bikes is the 
fastest? 
a. 441 Victor 
(65 the Project Honda. 
c. a "Big Wheel." 
d. none of the above if combined. 


19. Gloves are for... 
(а. Jsissys. 
Б. protection of the cuticles. 
c. underpriviledged children. 
d. weddings. 


20. Jofa mouthguards are used for... 
a. eating spaghetti. 
b. taking out the boss’ daughter. 
c. street riding. 
d. an alternative to Scope. 


21. When your bike is "loaded up” it 


means that 

a. it’s in the back of your truck where 
it belongs. 

b. it had too much to drink the night 
before. 

с. it has turn signals and a back-up 
light. 


(9 some of the above. 


22. The most important thing to 
remember about riding is 
а. candd 
b. aandc 
c. aandb 
(û anf 
23. Berms are... 
(a.) something pros use. 
“Б. something Juniors don't know how 
to use. 
c. available from J.C. Whitney at 
$29.95 each. 
d. fictitious. 


24. The most important tool that you 
should have is a(n) 
(a) five-pound sledge. 
^b. chisel. 
с. cutting torch. 
d. left-handed widget remover. 
25. The most successful way to a first 
overall is 
a. seduce a female lapcounter. 
b. change numbers between laps. 
c. be the only rider in the 903 Junior 
\\class with two left feet. 
д. juse your cutting torch on other 
|» riders’ bikes. 


Scoring: Not to be confused with what 

happens with the trophy girl after the race. 
Give yourself 5 points for every "'a" that 

you circled, 8 points for every “Б” circled, 

10 points for every “с” circled, and 0 

points for every ''d" that you have circled. 

If you have “’x’’-ed out or checked any of 

the 86 then you get 50 points for 

creativity. If you're a nice guy and were 

completely honest, subtract 20 points for 

being a fool. 

0 to 27 points — don't even think about 
getting on a bike. 

54 to 56 points — you might as well give it 
a try. 

47 to 39 points — how did you get a score 
like this? у 

97 and above — you must have cheated 
and will probably, make a top-notch rider. 


By Rick Valasek 











JUST А JOB..... 
OR A CAREER? 


GET IN ON THE 

=A-€ ТОМ 

Be а CERTIFIED motorcycle 
mechanic. Earn $7-15,000 per year. 

Train now with AMI the recognized 
leader in the field of training motor- 
cycle mechanics. 

Home study course...or resident 
training course at Daytona Beach, 


Florida, the motorcycle capitol of the 
world. 











DYNAMOMETER INSTRUCTION 


VSET OF PROFESSIONAL 
MOTORCYCLE TOOLS INCLUDED 
WITH EACH ENROLLMENT 

у ROTARY ENGINE TRAINING 


START YOUR CAREER NOW! 


Write or Call Toll Free 


800/874-0645 
Florida Residents Call Collect 
904/255-0295 


AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE 
INSTITUTE 
Student Division 


Р.О. Вох 2628 
Daytona Beach, Fla. 32015 








| Am A Veteran 
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If you'rein the motorcycle business, 
you know the bad effect loud noise 
levels from a few motorcycles can 

. have on your neighbors, your local 
officials and your business. But did 
you know that we're doing some- 
thing about noise control? 

We're supported by members 
from all areas of the motorcycle 
industry, and we're using the 


strength. of that support to con- 
vince people that we can regulate 
ourselves as an industry. Among 
other projects we've got educa- 
tional campaigns going to show 
riders that if they don't "pipe down" 
they're going to have to put up with 
standards and regulations imposed 
on them from outside the industry. 
We're the Motorcycle Industry 
Council. We're ‘strong, but to grow 
stronger we need you! 
Send for membership package. 















Motorcycle Industry Council, Inc. 
1001 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20036 - 










Save gas! Have Popular Cycling 
delivered to your home every month. 
You'll save money, too. See special 
subscription offer on page 21. 


REVELL POWER 


The Racer's Specialist 
Elsinores, Yamaha & Maico 


Custom tuned down- 
pipe with built in 
silencer. . . $49.95 

е Blue print porting 

ө Polishing & matching 


* < Open Monday thru Saturday 
10 A.M. to 7 P.M. 



















REVELL'S 2 STROKE, (213) 768-6970 
8135 San Fernando Road, Dept. PC 
Sun Valley, California 91382 


Mail order any where 
Send 506 for catalog! 
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tech 
tips 


DROOLING 125 HONDA 


| am getting pretty mad about the fork 
seals on my 125 Honda Elsinore. Гуе had 
the bike for about three months now. They 
started leaking about mid January. | had 
new ones put in. The second day after | 
got them fixed they started leaking again. | 
took the fork tubes down to the Honda 
dealer. After they checked them, the first 
day | went riding they leaked. Now the oil 
is dripping down the fork legs. What 
should | do about them? | like your 
magazine a lot and | have got a 
subscription to P.C. 
Chris Murphy 
Albuquerque, N.M. 


Your problem might lie in the clearance 
between the outer tubes and the fork 
cylinders. Somewhere in the tubes, the 
chrome part, there may be a slight drip. 
This could allow the oil to seep out, even 
with good seals. Take them back to your 
dealer and have him check them out. 


WATERLOGGED HONDA 


| own a '73 Honda АТС 90. It goes 
through water good, at a slow pace. 
Whenever | go into water three or more 
inches deep very fast (15-20 mph), the 
engine drowns out. | was going to put 
silicone spray on the plug and carb, but | 
want to know what you think. Will it work? 
Can you tell me any other ways to 
waterproof the engine? | hope this letter 
won't be filed under trash because | don't 
like sitting in the middle of a swamp 
waiting for my bike to dry out so | can 
drive out. 
Chuck Dixon 
Minooka, Ill. 


You are definitely on the right track by 
suggesting the use of silicon sealer. Use 
silicon around all the electrical parts of the 
motor. The spark plug can be kept dry by 
buying a sparky type cap. A rubber boot 
can be purchased from your local dealer 
which will fit over the carburetor. 


PEG IT 


| ride motocross and | have heard two 
different stories about footpegs. All of the 
magazines say that footpegs should be 


‚ tough so your feet don’t slip off. But | have 


a friend who is a good motocrosser and he 

says that a smooth footpeg allows you to 

slip your foot off the peg quicker in a 
corner. Which is right? 

David Holst 

Pacoima, Calif. 

Your friend may prefer smooth pegs, 

but ridged pegs are better. Keeping both 

feet on the pegs when you are bouncing 

over rough terrain is very important. E 3 

© 


[color photos 


PLUS MORE: 


Ш PERFORMANCE ARTICLES 

To show you the easy to boost performance in 
your machine. 

Ш RACE RESULTS 

You'll get a rider's eye view of the pros in 
action. 

Ш ROAD TESTS 

Get complete road test reports on all the 
important new cycles! 

Ш ACCESSORY REPORTS | 

Know all about Ше new accessories while 
they're still new! 


SEE SPECIAL SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 
ON HANDY POSTAGE-PAID CARD 
ATTACHED TO THIS PAGE. 


spectacular) 


131 SOUTH BARRINGTON PLACE, 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90049 


Don't miss another exciting issue—SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 











THIS SEASON'S 
OPENER WAS 
THE FASTEST 

MILE EVER. 








M iieri. N 5 2: < 
Mert Lawwill came through with the 


fastest qualifying speed of 93.678 mph 
with a time of 38.43, a new track record. 


ОЕ 


Some degree of surprise was indicated 
before the start of the 1974 national 
racing season when the AMA National 
Committee granted the San Jose mile 
track promoters, Bob Barkhimer & 
Associates, not one but two National mile 
events for "74. 

It has never happened before but if the 
first of the two events is an indication of 
things to come from racing at the 
Northern California Fairgrounds, then 
two a year may not be enough. 

The May race was the third annual 
under the Barkhimer banner. For the 
third straight time the winner was 
decided at the finish line at the end of 25 
miles. For the second straight year, the 
winner was not leading coming out of the 
final turn and on the straightaway for the 
last time. 

The San Jose mile oval features the 
longest straightaways and short corners. 
It also features a smooth surface and a 
wide groove on both turns. The type of 
track that makes for good racing. 
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The first lap of the 25 miler showed 
Charlie Seale out in front, with Kenny 
right behind. 


Rick Hocking hangs it out on his 
Honda, but didn't qualify with his 
extreme body English. 


Harold Murrell, one of the people 
involved in the Barkhimer group, takes 
over a week to get the track ready. From 
the time practice starts until the races are 
over, the oval does not require a single 
extra effort; it is ready when the sun 
comes up. 

Nearly one hundred Expert ranked 
riders were on hand for the race. Only 
three were from east of the 





Mississippi, making one wonder what it 
takes to get Eastern riders to a West 
Coast event? The entry was announced 
as a record for any mile track AMA 
National race. 

Before practice was over three riders, 
Tom Rockwood, Kenny Roberts and 
Gene Romero were under the old record 
set їп '73 by Gary Scott. In time trials, no 
less than 13 riders officially broke the old 
mark with Mert Lawwill leading the way 
with a lap at 38:43 seconds. 

Included in the entry were three first 
time machines unknown to mile-track 
racing. Rookie Rick Hocking was astride 
a Honda four. Veteran Gary Nixon 
showed up with a Kawasaki triple, and 
unranked John Sperry entered a Suzuki 
500 twin. 

Sperry surprised all when he put the 
Suzuki into the program and topped the 


time trial efforts of both Hocking and 
Nixon. Nixon could never crack the first 
ten places.in the heat race and then 
pulled off the track with a broken rear 
chain midway in the ten-mile qualifying 
race. 

Hocking managed a distant seventh in 
his heat race but came back in the Semi 
and failed to run in the first ten before 
dropping out before the race was 
completed. 

Sperry pulled a sixth place finish that 
put him in the “Trophy Final" where the 
Suzuki made money but failed to finish. 

The San Jose event was the first of five 
mile-track National races this season. It 
was also the first test for the four highly 
regarded rookies from last year's Junior 
class. 

Roger Crump brought his Triumph 
from. Georgia. Hank Scott came west 
from Tennessee with his Harley and the 
win twins from California, Hocking and 
John Gennai, H-D, were ready and 
waiting. 

Crump is better known for his short 





track ability but he far out-distanced the 
other three in time trials with a fifth 
place position, well under the old record. 

Crump also topped the other three 
rookies in the heat races with a second- 
place finish behind Mert Lawwill, the 
pre-race favorite. Crump appeared to 
slow in the late laps but held on to defeat 
"73 San Jose winner, Gene Romero and 
local favorite, Jimmy Odom. 

Hank Scott, younger brother of Gary, 
tested the veterans all the way in his heat 
race and nearly won the event before 
dropping to third on the final two laps. 
He was narrowly beaten by Kenny 
Roberts and brother Gary. 

Gennai, who has been suffering most 
of the new season with engine troubles, 
blew his mount in practice and jumped 
over to another machine owned by 
Lawwill. He rode in the same heat with 
Hank Scott but was down in seventh 
place and never a contender. 

Two names were eliminated before the 
races started. Veteran Dick Mann, now 
in his twenty-second season of racing, 





Dick Mann, one of the 
landmarks of dirt 
tracks, couldn't qualify 
for the main event on 
his Yamaha. 


Kenny Roberts had 
some troubles shaking 
Hank Scott in the 
second heat race. 


Dave Aldana practices 
some pre-race 
strategies by telling 
Mert that all you have 
to remember is to turn 
right at the end of the 
straightaway. Mert 
didn't buy that one. 
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passed over his Triumph that carried 
him to fourth place last year and a near 
win in favor of a Schwerma Yamaha. 
Dick was out for time trials early but far 
too slow to make the starting field. 

For the second year in a row, Dave 
Aldana showed up on his factory Norton 
and for the second time he was not fast 
enough in time trials to gain a starting 
spot in one of the heat races. 

Former dirt track ace of many years 
ago, Al Gunter, was also listed on the 
official entry but failed to make an 
appearance at the track. Gunter had also 
entered Ше "73 race and failed to show. 
The mile has a habit of doing this to 
retired riders. 

The four heat races, the two semi- 
mains, the Trophy final and the Junior 
"Invitational" all went down to the wire 
with races for the win, races for the last 
transfer spots and, in general, races from 
front to back. 

Harley-Davidson had a fleet of former 
National dirt track winners. Riders such 





Rex Beauchamp pushed his HD to a 
fourth place finish. 


as Lawwill, Mark and Scott Brelsford, 
Тот Rockwood, Gary Scott, Jim Rice 
and Rex Beauchamp. No less than 20 
former winners of the big one were 
on hand. 

Yamaha entered Roberts and Romero. 
Then they both came up with identical 
time trials to show they were ready. 

Ten Harleys, eight Yamahas and two 
Triumphs survived to qualify for the 
25-mile feature. Ten riders were previous 
National winners and the lineup boasted 
four first-time rookies. 

Gary Scott wanted the win in the worst 
way. Two years ago he was a big leader at 
the end of 16 miles, only to have a valve 
break. Last year he led until the final 30 
yards before he lost. 

Also on the front line was Lawwill. 
A factory rider who was dismissed from 
the full team this year and rides only dirt 
track events. He had stated before the 
race to the Press that he fully intended to 
win the San Jose race, period. 

Romero had passed up his last year’s 
winning Triumph to jump over on a 
Yamaha. Roberts came to the line having 
ridden in only one half-mile this year. 
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Rockwood was on a Harley for the first 


time, Beauchamp had stated that he 
should have won last year’s race but was 
bumped off the groove. Chuck Palmgren 
was on the line on his Gurney Yamaha, 
which is reputed to be faster than the 
factory jobs. It was going to be an in- 
teresting race. 

Scott jumped into a big lead on the 
first lap. Lawwill lost his front row ad- 
vantage and was eighteenth at the end of 
the first lap, Rockwood was in sixteenth. 

Roberts came from fifth after the first 
two laps, passing Charlie Seale, Pat 
McCaul and Scott Brelsford, to take over 
a distant second. By lap five, the rider 
who earned a record $150,000 was in 
position to challenge the lead. On lap 








101 riders lined up 
for practice, running 
about ten riders 
around the mile 
course at once. 


Gene Romero likes 
number three. He 
holds that plate for 
this year and 
captured third in the 
25 mile National. 


When you crash, the 
best thing to dois 
take retreat behinda 
shady haybale and 
enjoy the spectator 
standpoint. 





seven he did just that. 

Roberts and Scott continued their 
two-way battle and started to pull away 
from the pack by the tenth lap. Behind 
them there were so many close races 
going on it was hard to tell who was 
leading who. 

Romero worked his way by Beau- 
champ for third place on the eleventh lap 
and Lawwill had climbed to sixth on lap 
ten over Mark Brelsford. Rockwood, still 
hung up in traffic, was back in thirteenth 
on lap thirteen. 

» The Roberts-Scott duel continued with 
Scott getting back in front on lap twenty 
and looking like he was going to take it 
all this time. Romero closed the pair 
from third and was actually in a 
challenge position for two laps before he 
lost ground in the final five rounds. 

Beauchamp stayed with Romero and 
Scott Brelsford kept Lawwill from 
closing. Rockwood passed six riders in | p 
five laps to finally move up to seventh " ae 
with less than three laps to go. : 
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Walter Mundt h f those of .Fi i 
o AR the НАЗ Јар НСА \ undt had опе of those off days at San Jose. First he got off violently on turn 


with Gary in front by less than a length. 
Coming out of the last turn it was a near 
repeat from '73 with Scott in front and 
Roberts, not Romero this time, less than 
a length back. 

Shooting the draft had been working 
all afternoon and it worked again for 
Roberts as he pulled to the inside just a 
few yards from the finish to pass and win 
by less than two feet at the line! 

Following in order were: Romero, 
Beauchamp, Scott Brelsford, Lawwill, 
Rockwood, McCaul, Bob Sanders, Rob 

Continued on page 83 
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[еге was а lot of action off the track - his Yamaha became part of the wall and Walt checked out the competition headed | 
оо. 15 мау. $ | 
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Mini speedway bike shown next to full size version. 


Gas tank is homemade — production version will be 
styled like Jawa tank. 





* 


AND TWIC 
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É THE EXCITEMENT. ıı a 77277 





Another Ja 
the barrel. 


wa trick is the air filter. It keeps the nasties out of 





It wasn’t too long after motocross 
became popular that mini-motocross hit 
the scene. Seems like the little guys want 
to run as fast if not faster than big 

n" brother. 
P ' Lance King is ten years old and has 
been riding motocross for three years. At 
the tender age of nine he was getting 
used to MX and started looking for 
something more exciting. Since his father 
Don works for Mike Bast, Lance had the 
inside line on speedway tips. } 
Mike апа Don got their heads together 
and decided to build a half scale speed- 
way bike. The main problem seemed to 
be the frame. Jerry Collard of El Cajon, 
Calif., had built a half size frame out of 





bought and had nickel plated. 

A Triumph Cub was modified to run 
on alcohol and located in the frame. 
Nothing had to be changed on the engine 
except for the carb jets. 

To keep the electrics running smooth, 
a Honda coil was used and the pipes had 
to be manufactured at Bast's shop. 

Oil is kept in the main backbone. In 
the original version, the backbone was 
used as the gas tank, but the separate gas 
tank was made to race longer. The tank 
you see in the photos is a one-off and the 
production models will have a Jawa- 
style tank. 

The rear fender is made of fiberglass 
and the rear sprocket is a special 70- 
tooth number. 

The rims on the bike are of the Akront 
variety as the bikes have been known to 
go into the side wall at speed. 

We asked Lance why he decided to 
ride the speedway bike. His reply was 
simple and to the point—‘‘To win.” 

Don King and Mike Bast are now 
building the bikes for the new mini- 
speedway races that are becoming very 
popular in Southern California. For 
more information on the bikes write 





к= ce as е Е Mike Bast Welding, 18434 Oxnard St., 
к 1 a 6 Tarzana, California, or call (213) Front fork travel is about one anda 
881-2478. Ву Rick Valasek half inches—that's all you need. 
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By Hugh Faulkner 1 





Double your ponies, double your fun. 
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Take a Honda SL 100/125 or Ше new 
XL 100/125, some knobby tires, a few 


handling tricks, hop up the engine, and. 


then watch the agony of disabilief as you 
eat up the bigger, super two-strokes. Yes, 
many a heart has been struck with terror 
as the ground seems to pound from the 
little thumper as it is about to blow 
another racing ring-ding into the weeds. 
Hard to believe? No way, you say? Then 
you haven’t seen our specially prepared 
Yoshimura or Powroll Honda. 

For a long time now, people like 
Yoshimura Racing and Powroll Рег- 
formance have realized the potential of 
these potent four-strokes. If you wanted 
the fastest four-stroke motorcycle in the 
world you no doubt would be using some 
of their methods and/or parts. 

Which one of the two biggest guns in 
Honda hop-up parts produces the hottest 
setup? What may make your decision 
difficult is that, although they both have 
the same goal, their approach is entirely 
different. 

Knowing that both are experts in their 
field, we thought it would be of the 
highest interest to make a comparison of 
their efforts. We contacted each com- 
pany and requested that they provide us 
with В complete racing engine for a 
Honda SL 100/125. The engines should 
retain some of their original reliability 
yet be capable of blowing off any bike of 
similar size. Each company confidently 
assured us this would be no problem. 

Yoshimura prefers to begin with a 125 
сс engine and retain the stock bore and 
stroke. Whereas, Powroll would rather 
work with a 1970 to 1971 SL 100 engine, 
which has a closer gear ratio and lighter 


crankshaft than the later SL 100/125 and 
because Powroll likes to use the small 
bore of the 100 combined with an 
increased stroke. 

Although Powroll makes big bore kits 
up to 185 сс for the 100/125, they say 
that for all-out performance the engine 
should not exceed much over 125 сс dis- 
placement. The reason is that the head 
for the Honda 100 and 125 was originally 
designed for a 90 cc engine. The valves 
cannot be enlarged without extensive 
machine work; therefore the engine’s 
capacity for breathing is somewhat 
restricted. Powroll has made flow tests 
and dynamometer checks and found that 
the engine reaches its peak efficiency 
somewhere around 125 cc’s. We were 
interested in this theory so we had 
Powroll also prepare an engine with all 
the qualities of their 125 cc racers with 
an added 20 cc’s. (See dyno test results.) 
The 145 сс engine produced less horse- 
power at the top end but was a real 
torquer in the lower rpm range. We 
climbed hills that a lot of 250s couldn’t 
make with this bike. 

If you send your complete assembled 
Honda 100/125 engine to Powroll in 
Bend, Oregon, they will disassemble, 
clean, inspect and bring it up to their 
specifications. This includes a lightened 
and stroked crank, a bore kit, racing 
head flowed and ported, a special 24 mm 
carburetor, hardweld racing cam, 
modified valves, tuned pipe and air filter. 
The engine is assembled, dyno-tuned and 
then returned to you race-ready, all for 
$350. (A real bargain.) This same price 
applies to the 145 cc boon-docker engine. 

To produce the 125 displacement 


engine (actually 122 cc), Powroll installs 
a bore kit of 51.5 mm with a compression 
ratio of 10-to-1. The crankshaft is then 
stroked by their own special process to 59 
mm. (Stock 100/125 stroke is 49.5 mm.) 

The lengthened stroke is just one of 
the big differences between the Yoshi- 
mura and Powroll engines. Yoshimura 
does not stroke their engines but prefers 
to rely on additional breathing and 
higher rpms to produce additional horse- 
power. Powroll feels the longer stroke, 
which produces greater piston travel, has 
mechanical advantages and hence a 
source of real additional power. They use 
the illustration: “Think of an engine's 
stroke as a wrench used to rotate the 
crank. The longer the handle, the greater 
the leverage. Powroll's:stroker assembly 
has, in effect, ‘lengthened Ше handle’. 
The power generated by the piston, and 
remember there are more cc’s working, is 
multiplied by the increased leverage for 
greater power to spin the crank and 
provide more usable horsepower at the 
rear wheel." 

The above idea we feel-was somewhat 
borne out when we actually road tested 
the bikes. If you compare the dyno tests 
you will see that the Yoshimura engine 
produced about 2.5 additional horse- 
power at both the low and top end, while 
at the mid range there was only one 
horsepower difference. What is not 
shown on the dyno charts is the amount 
of torque produced. This showed up 
when drag racing the bikes, especially 
through the sand or up a hill, the Powroll 
bike was able to stay easily ahead of the 
Yoshimura. Whereas, on hard flat 
ground, the Powroll could pull the 


1. Pack up your complete engine (less oil) and mail 
to Powroll, Bend, Oregon or Yoshimura Racing, 
Simi, Calif. 


2. You can send it via U.S. Mail if you disassemble 
it slightly and make two packages. The entire 
engine weighs 53 Ibs., the limit for parcel post is 40 
Ibs. It should cost about 10 to 15 dollars to ship it 
depending on where you live in the U.S. or 
Canada. Greyhound Bus shipping is reasonable 
and you can send the entire assembly in one . 
(strong) box. 


3. Your complete engine will be shipped back to 
you in about six to eight weeks completely 
assembled, dyno tested and race ready. 


4. With the exception of the Mikuni carb and 
special pipe, the outward appearance of the 
Powroll engine may deceive some into thinking 
this is just another. mild Honda 100. The Powroll 
122cc engine develops 11.5 horsepower at the rear 
wheel. This is comparable with many other 125cc 
engines, but the big difference lies in the low end 
torque and quickness. 


4-A. Yoshimura engine is capable of turning 13,000 
rpm and develops 14 hp at the rear wheel. (Black 
finish is Kal-gard process which is both functional 
and attractive.) ` 
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5. The price of the Powroll engine 
($350.00) is a bargain when you 
consider all that you get; stroked, 
aligned and balanced crank, ported 
and polished head with adapter, 
including new modified Mikuni carb, 
tuned pipe, (you may want to 


substitute the pipe for other downpipe 
which will accept silencer), Hardweld 
cam and high-performance piston, all 
completely assembled and race tuned. 


5-A. The Yoshimura head has ex- 
tensive polishing done to it. (Note two 
ring piston.) Super cam is obtained 
with cooperation of Honda. The size of 
the carburetor is deceiving, it’s only 
28mm. 


6. The driving force of the 122cc bomb, 
which gives it super low end torque 
and quickness, is the lightened, 
stroked crank. Compare stock in 
background. 


7. Powroll has their own unique 
method for adding, a bushing to the 
crank shaft, offset so as to increase 
the travel of the stroke, which gives 
added leverage thus improving the 
power. The connecting rod is 
“shrunk” (guaranteed for life of 
engine not to break); by accom- 
plishing this no special spacers or 
changes to the cam chain are required. 
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Yoshimura only slightly. 

The Powroll people were extremely. 
helpful in answering our questions and 
providing us with helpful information 
and suggestions on how to set up our 
bikes. They welcome inquiries either by 
mail or phone. 

The Yoshimura group was likewise 
very helpful and we were fortunate in 
that we lived only a short distance from 
their plant in Simi, California. Yoshi- 
mura Racing will disassemble, inspect, 
reassemble, time and degree in your 100 
or 125, changing it into a stage 3 racing 
engine (their terminology) comparable to 


‘our test machine for about $450. This 


includes a special two-ring piston, bored 
to 56.6 mm, a racing billet cam (the cam 
is said to be the main source of increased 


‘power when matched with the other 


Yoshimura components), cylinder head 
ported and polished, valves recontoured, 
lightened and polished, crankshaft 
lightened, exhaust pipe and a 28 mm 
Keihin carburetor. (Pop Yoshimura says 
that Mikuni carbs are for two-strokes). 
About the only thing that the two 
agencies have in common is the amount 
of cc's. Yoshimura uses a totally different 
cam grind. He starts with a stock Honda 
unground casting, does a far-out cam 
grind, which requires a 40 degree total 







COMPARISON CHART 


spark advance, then sends it back to 
Honda for special heat treatment. 
Powroll recommends a rather small 
(modified Mikuni), 24 mm carb while 
Yoshimura uses at least a 28 mm and 
says his racing 31 mm even works better. 
Yoshimura engines are said to be 
capable of turning 13,000 rpms. (“Вай 
bearing crank can take it.””) Powroll says 
that all the horsepower needed can be 
developed somewhere between 9000 and 
10,000 rpms. 

While we were preparing the engines 
we decided to incorporate a couple of 
coating processes offered with the Kal- 
Gard process. This is a method in which, 
after you complete disassembling of your 
engine, Kal-Gard Mfg. Corp. in Van 
Nuys, Calif., will spray and then bake on 
a dark grey chemical coating. The out- 
side is a substance that resists corrosion 
and wear and is non-sealing, which 
allows the metal to breathe, thus running 
cooler. The inside, including all moving 
parts, is a dry lubricant which reduces 
friction, wear and heat which, in turn, 
increases engine life and performance, 
according to Kal-Gard. The complete 
treatment can produce as much as a 10 
percent increase in horsepower and a 15 
percent reduction in . running 


temperature. 






































































cea e eee Ee e eeepc oe e RONDA 100/12 ENGINE MODIFICATIONS 
~ 
р а ы - Siok Dol Vogl гомо! Vestine КЫШЫ 
Hop-Up 145 сс Racer Racer 
| —— Exe esee ees аш ю в 5675 — 566 ЫБ 
ui Stroke mm 49.5 49.5 59 49.5 59 
2 20 ы А ЕЕЕ ЕЕ Displacement (cc) 99 122 145 125 122 
& 5 ЕЕЕ ES Compression Ratio 9.5:1 11:1 10:1 10:1 10:1 
Ф 
Е Es In. .230 .300 .290 .310 .290 
= ШЕ Ех. 230 .260 290 .280 .290 
a Duration - 
u ШЕ In. Opens *48ВТС 24BTC 45BTC  20BTC 45BTC 
i == In. Closes 70АВС 56АВС  65ABC БОАВС 65ABC 
= ERED Ex. Opens *70BBC 52 ВВС 65BBC  53BBC 65 ВВС 
X ШЕ Ех. Closes 4ВАТС 16ATC  45ATC  18ATC 45ATC 
Ies Ignition Timing Std. Std. Std. 40 Total Std. 
ез Carburetor 22Kie. 26Ке. 24 МК.  28Kie. 24Mik. 
Spark Plug D8ES Мак. R-6G Chp. R-6Chp. R-6GChp. R-6 Chp. 
ШЕ Exhaust Pipe (Оа.) ^ Std. Std. Std. 1-1/4" 1.D. Std. 
| 4 R.W. Horsepower А 
@ 9000 грт 6.2 8.5 10.6 14.0 11.5 
$ *Stock cams vary with year and model. 


























YOSHIMURA 125сс— — — — — — 
POWROLIS145 ccs = ea ee 
POWROLL 122cc 

DO-IT-YOURSELF 122cc 


































ш 
= 
o 
а 
ш 
[22] 
сс 
о 
ac 
ч 
ш 
ш 
T 
= 
a 
< 
ш 
с 


REAR WHEEL HORSEPOWER 















































DO IT YOURSELF 125 
POPULAR CYCLING/31 


` 











8. Both companies have made extensive flow tests and dynamometer checks to determine 
the very best cam shaft for their particular setup. (Stock cam is on top). Notice the 
hardweld portion added to the Powroll cam. You can also see the much longer duration 
added by the grind. The cam showed almost no wear after many hours of hard running. 

9. Both Powroll and Yoshimura heads require a flange to be welded to the head to mount the 
special carburetor. The ports are slightly enlarged and polished, compare with stock head 
shown on right. Honda has recently produced a XL 125, the new head having larger valves 
and when installed on a SL 100 or 125 should add about another two hp. 


10. Engine parts on left have been Microplated and those on right have been Kal-garded. 
Both processes made the engines run exceptionally smooth. 


11. Two-stroke owners find it hard to believe when they get shut down by a four-stroke 
Honda 100. The fun really gets going when the combination of the easy handling and 
controlled power wipes out 250cc and bigger bikes. 
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After disassembling our other engine, 
we took it to Microplate Company, Inc., 
in Inglewood, Calif. The goal of achiev- 
ing less friction and heat and producing 
more power is the same, but the process 
is entirely different. Microplate, which is 
applied particularly to the transmission 
gears, is a thin coating (.002 to .003 of an 
inch) of dense chromium alloy, extremely 
hard, 72-74 ‘Rockwell. They have рег- 
formed tests that show at least an eight 
percent increase in rear-wheel horse- 
power. 

It will be interesting to compare the 
two processes as to how long they will\last 
and what lifespan, if any, they will add to 
the engines. Both engines ran exception- 
ally smooth, the transmissions worked 
fantastically. We felt that in both cases 





there was a decrease 
temperature. 

‘Both Powroll and Yoshimura strongly 
suggest that, for maximum performance, 
only their racing equipment be used in 
conjunction with other parts, since each 
unit is engineered to function in rela- 
tionship with other components. We 
tested this theory out by assembling our 
own engine from various parts that 
anyone might purchase across the 
counter from your local cycle ‘shop. We 
bored a 100 cc engine out to 122 cc, added 
a Mega Cycle cam (very good, a big carb, 
down pipe and a slight amount of 
porting. The results can be seen on the 
dyno test chart. 3 

The horsepower figures shown оп Ше 
dynamometer tests, for the Powroll and 
Yoshimura engines, may not appear 
staggering or awesome, but in a 
comparative way they surpass most stock 
manufactured 125 cc motorcycles. The 
figures also show a more than 100 
percent increase in power over the stock 
Honda SL 100/125 (stock is about six 
horsepower at rear wheel). Both bikes 
were capable of shutting down an Elsi- 


in engine 


nore 125 in a drag. The real accomplish- 
ment however, came on the motorcross 
track. The added range of smooth, con- 
trolled torque made it possible to out- 
distance and out-maneuver a lot of other 
motorcycles, even many of much larger 
displacement. This is what is called 
usable horsepower and both machines 
excelled. 

The advantages of having either 
Powroll or Yoshimura prepare a 
complete engine for you can readily be 
seen from the results on the dyno test 
charts. Both companies have approached 
the matter in a comprehensive and 
scientific manner and produced amazing 
results. It seems you are getting more 
with the Yoshimura equipment but you 
are also paying a little more. 

Another part of the shoot-out, results 
of which we don’t know yet, is which 
engine will last the longest. After all, 
reliability is what a lot of four-stroke 
people look for. 

In any case both engines are bombs 
which can explode under you, cata- 
pulting you past a lot of amazed two- 


stroke people. P3 





If you’re а faithful Popular Cycling 
reader, you’re probably aware that we try 
to help the riders out on the course. You 
go out and practice, get good, and 
hopefully come home with a few trophies. 
But that doesn’t completely cover the 
motocross scene. There is a lot that goes 
on before that starting gate drops. And 
there is a lot that you yourself can do to 
enhance your chances of winning. The 
key word is psyche. 

Webster defines Psyche as: ‘‘the mind; 
especially in psychiatry, the mind 
considered as an organic system reaching 
all parts of the body and serving to adjust 
the total organism to the needs or 
demands of the environment.” In other 
words, your mind has a lot to do with the 
way you perform. And you have to be in 
the right state of mind to race motocross 

` (although many riders are thought not to 
be by other riders). 

What we are going to try and do for 
you is show a few ways to tamper with the 
other guy’s mind. If you read this article 
and try a few of the ideas, you'll have the 
other guy’s heads doing big cross-ups 
that he can’t pull out of, giant endoes 
that are uncontrollable, and fifth gear 
high-sides. That’s just his mind. Wait till 
he tries to ride his bike. 

Read and take notes. 

METHOD #1—Everyone is lining up 
for the first moto of the day. You artive 
cooly, having someone else push your 
bike through the pits and to the gate for 
you. Walk behind him, looking all the 
world like you’re out for a Sunday stroll. 
You might have four thousand knots in 
your stomach but you look cool and 
calm. This is the first thing the other 
riders will notice. Nothing bugs a rider 
more than a guy who looks like he knows 
what he’s doing, and has done it a 
thousand times. 

Now for the first step. When you get to 
the line, say something to your mechanic 
in broken English. Throw in a foreign 
accent, preferably Swedish or Belgium. 
This can be easily accomplished by 
making up some words that have a lot of 
"V's" or "sno" attached to them. For 
instance if you have a Husky, don’t call it 
a “Husky.” All good Swedes know that 
it’s a “НизКуегпо.” And you are going to 
“‘vase,’’ not "race." So put on your 
“у0015 und gogeeles’’ and head for 
the line. 

If this doesn’t shake up the other guys, 
you can bet that at least they’re going to 
remember you. Smile a lot, ask them how 
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THE HOW'S 
AND TO’S OF 
THE 
INFAMOUS 
ACT OF 
PSYCHING 
THE OTHER 
GUY. 


A few choice words, 
some acting talent, 
and you'll have them 
all whimpering at 
the sound of a 
two-stroke. 


they feel, and speak a few words that 
don’t really mean anything, but sound 
important. 

Walk up to the guy next to you and 
nonchalantly mention, ‘‘Snorshey en 
fasilaf gus horsve?” Point. at either his 
front wheel, his suspension, or the 
gearbox of his bike. Then shake your 
head, give him a pitiful look and hand 
him a prayer card. We guarantee he'll be 
so totally messed up trying to figure out 
what you've said that he'll forget where a 
first corner is. 

METHOD #2—Watch a few showings 
of The Real McCoys on television and 
practice walking like Walter Brennan. 
When you get to the races do your best to 


limp around, grimacing & little, and act - 


as though you're trying to’tonceal pain. 
When you get to the starting area, 
instead of just jumping on your bike, 
make it look as though you put a lot of 


effort into it. If you want a better effect, 


lift your leg carefully with your arm and 
drop it over the saddle. Better yet, have a 
friend slowly help you onto the bike. If 
this doesn't raise enough eyebrows, ask 
the guy next to you if he'll do you a favor. 
Ask him to start your bike for you. 
Explain that your plastic leg just doesn't 
bend the right way. 

METHOD #3—Playing on the other 
guy's nerves is also very effective. 
Depending on your local track and the 
starter's habits, you can do a few 
interesting things. When he gives the two 
minute sign, everyone starts up their 
bikes. Except you. Sit sidesaddle on your 
machine and look at the other guys like 
they're crazy. If possible, get a news- 
paper or TV guide and work the 
crossword puzzle. They'll think you're 





crazy. 

When the starter gives the one minute 
sign, start thinking about putting on 
your helmet. Don't rush it. Put it on like 
you're getting ready to go out on a date in 
about three hours. Then get your goggles 
off the handlebars and start to clean 
them. This will necessitate your taking 
your jersey out of your leathers and using 
your t-shirt. Next calmly put your gloves 
on and pull out the kick starter on your 
bike. By now everyone else is frying a 
clutch and screaming at you. Fortunately 
all noises are drowned out by their bikes 
being held steady at six grand for five 
minutes. 

Raise your hand rather importantly 
and motion to the starter that your 
machine for some reason won't start. 
With a friend's help, lift it up and over 
the starting gate, in front of everyone, 
and push it around a little. Hold your 
finger on the kill switch for added 
realism. 

By now, you've used up just about all 
your time. Start the bike, return to the 
line and get ready for the start. The other 
guys are so tied in knots now that 
Houdini couldn't help them. If you smell 
fried clutches and burning pistons, you 
know that your task has been completed. 
The only drawback with this system is 
that you can only use it at a track once a 
day. The next time you try and pull it off, 
the other guys on the line are going to 
dismantle both your bike and your bod. 

- METHOD #4—Another good startline 
psyche is the old beer syndrome. 
Everyone knows that motocross racers 
shouldn't drink beer the day of a race or 
the night before. Get an empty beer can 
that you dutifully exhumed during the 
week. Fill it about halfway with water 
and take it with you to the line. 

Stand around drinking, spill a little on 
your chest protector and approach some 
vulnerable rider sitting on the line. Slap 
him on the back, claim he's an old high 
school buddy and strike up a one sided 
conversation. 

Naturally he'll deny that he's ever seen 
you before. Don't let that bother you. 
Talk to him for a few minutes, then find 
someone else about two bikes further 
down the line. Repeat the process, but 
give the new guy a different name. You'll 
notice that when the time comes to start 
the race, nobody wants to be even near 
your bike, let alone you. 

One drawback to this method. If the 
starter sees you walking around the area 


By Brad Zimmerman with assistance from other deviates and delinquents. 


with а beer in hand, looking drunk, he’s 
liable to get mad. There is one way you 
can combat this. Bribery. Give him a real 
beer and show him the one that you have 
filled with water. Tell him you’re doing a 
behavior study for your Psychology class 
and this is an experiment. 

Conversation using key words can also 
help you get that important edge on the 
other guys. There are a few clinchers that 
might help you along the way. 

METHOD #5—“Неу, can I ask you 
something?" 

“Uh, well sure, I guess." 

“When this here gate falls down, are 
you supposed to wait for the flagger to 
give you a signal or do you just ро?” 

“Well dummy, when the gate goes 
down, you go. Anybody knows that!" 

“Gee I’m sorry. You see this here is my 
first race. The bike belongs to a buddy of 
mine who’s in the hospital now. I’ve been 
riding for about, let’s see, almost four or 
five hours under the old kidney wrapper 
and well heck, I figure it’s time to start 
racing. By the way do you remember 
what the shift pattern is on one of these 
here 450 Maicos?" 

Another good method is the old crash 
and burn theory. You can use this before 
the start of the second moto. 

METHOD. #6—“Hi there раі” (He 
thinks you're a bit strange already.) 
“Нож did "уа all do in the first heat?” 

"Well I got an Eighth." Now for your 
chance. He'll probably ask how you did. 

“Well I was running really good, 
probably ninth or tenth when I crashed. I 
was really doing good though. I usually 
go down with a big pile at the start. Yes 
sirree, this fine old motorcycle just 
doesn't want to come out of the gate very 
* straight. I guess it's just one of those 
things." 

Guaranteed he'll either move ten feet 
away or wait until you get out of the gate 
and are halfway around the course before 
he comes creeping out. Nobody likes to 
tangle handlebars at the start. 

Every motocross racer seems to have a 
thing about the first corner. Many а 
racer has awakened in the dead of night 
after a bad dream about first turn 
crashes. You can use this to your 
advantage. Start with a simple question. 

METHOD #7—“‘Hey, by the way, how 
do you go through this first corner, 
anyway. I've never raced this track 
before.” 

He’ll probably give you a simple 
answer like, “Inside. 


“Ой yea? Well thanks а lot. I really 
have problems with first corners. Seems 
to be one of my downfalls. Lots of other 
riders too. Maybe you've heard of me. 
My nickname is Banzai Bob. Guess the 
other guys gave it to me for my first 
corner talents. Last time I raced I took 
14 guys down with me.” You can bet he's 
definitely shook. 

Second. moto ps¥ching can be at it’s 
best if your friend (remember the one 
who walked your bike to the line?) keeps 


- tabs on the guy who placed just before 


you in the first race. Note his number 
and find him sitting on the line before 
the second start. Approach him with 
something like this. 

METHOD £78—''Hi, my name is 
В, (anything fictitious will do just 
fine). You finished just ahead of me in 
the last race." 

“Oh was that you way back there?" 

“Yea, well I didn't want to pass you on 
account of that funny back wheel you've 
got. Scared the hell out of те!” 

“Huh? What? Back wheel?" He'll 
probably go really big-eyed about now 
and turn around to look. 

“Yea, well you see I was following you 
and it looked like the thing was going to 
collapse any minute, Boy, you should 
have seen it when you went over that big 
jump. Man, it was as oval as a deformed 


chicken egg! Didn't you see all the 
'spectators running away when you came 


by? You really ought to have it looked 
at." Scratch эпе more competitor from 
your list. Te guy is going to go so slow 
that you'll probably lap him this time. 
METHOD #9—If you've got a little 
brother, you can have him assist you. 


.Instead of the back wheel trick, get 


yourself a long bolt, the type that they 
use for tor mounts. Have your little 
brother walk up to the guy's bike, drop 
the bolt under the engine and tap him on 
the shoulder. 

“This yours mister?" 

“Uh, well I don't think so." Е 

“Well it fell out from under your 
motorcycle. Right down there under that 
thing." Have him point under the engine, 
towards the back where the rider can’t 
see. 

"Gee thanks kid." The guy is 
definitely going to have things to worry 
about in the race. 

METHOD #10—There are other ways 
of disturbing the competition which 
don’t even necessitate words. For 


instance, think up a big name company. 


Coca-cola is a good one. Go out and buy 
some big stickers and plaster both your 
bike and your equipment with Coca-Cola 
stickers. The other guys are going to 
wonder about that. You’ve got to be a 
good rider if such an important company 
is going to invest money in you. Some 
other good names might be Goodyear, 
General Motors, IBM, Webster, Kellogg, 
Norelco, Ivory Soap (only if you have 
pink leathers) etc. 

METHOD #11—A more effective, yet 
slightly underhanded system is the 
“Camera Snafu.” Starting at the left 
hand side of your class, go down and tell 
everyone that there is a camera crew 
from some important advertising agency 
waiting for you to come by. Tell the guys 
that they’re shooting pictures for post- 
card covers and posters. Ask them if they 
could please let you get ahead of the pack 
so the photos will look good. Naturally 


‚ the other riders aren’t even going to 


think about letting you get the lead. But 
they are going to go around the track, 
looking at anyone with a camera, doing 
fantastic tricks that slow them down 
immensely. You can motor by on the 
inside, less flashy, but higher up in the 
final overall standings. 

METHOD #12—The final clincher, 
which we know from first hand 
experience works the best, does entail a 
little original investment. Go to your 
local printer and have him make up some 
business type cards. Write the name of a 
Mortuary or Funeral Home on the card. 
Be sure that your name is in the title of 
the beloved establishment. Something ` 
like, ‘‘Herwinski’s Eternal Memorial 
Park" will be sufficient. Put your name 
and phone number down in the right 
hand corner. Have the printer write in 
fancy letters, “Special discount to 
motocross racers." With the cards in 
your sweaty little paws, distribute them 
to the other riders in your class who are 
waiting for the start. If a few faint, ignore 
them, it helps the effect a little anyway. 

If you’ve read through this article and 
don’t think any of these instances can be 
effective, find a friend, give him a 
hypothetical starting line setting, and try 
one out on him. If his face turns white 
and he exclaims that he would never 
want anything like that to ever happen to 
him, you know that the system works. 
But remember, some riders will soak it 
all in and seemingly be unaffected. Don't 
let this bother you. They're just trying to 


psyche ya. P 
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Mike Bast enjoying a gravel sandwich. 


In the very precise sport of motorcycle 
racing there are bound to be a few mistakes. 
These misjudgements are called: endos, 
crashes, highsiding, getting off, doing a 
number, and generally falling down and 
going boom. 

If you have ever ridden a bike faster than 
your ability will allow, then you can appre- 
ciate the following photos. If you have yet to 

‚ experience the brotherhood of the dust then 
what are you waiting for? 


Your basic flying W. 


Eq . Photos by: 
Steve Reyes, Rick Valasek, Barry Wiggins, 
John Shanks, Steve Clark, and Marcia Holley. 
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Crash and Burn, Honda style. Billy Grossi (45) and 
Marty Smith (522) discovering the limits of their 
machinery. 
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Ron Grant was 
safe at second 
but missed the 
gold at the 
Superbowl 
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The Old Timers can't decide if this hill is supposed to bea 
downhill or an uphill. 





га v^ УЕ Я pe 


If you think the rider on the right is in trouble, you should have 
seen the other guy a few seconds later. 


If you don't want riders to pass you, you can lay your bike 
down on the inside line. 











“жул” тут" 


ТУШУРДУ”. 
Б еи 





Motocross riders 
are ‘friendly.’ 


"See, Bob, | told 
you riding two 
bikes at once 
wouldn't work.” 
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It’s a good thing 
if the pilot and 
the monkey 
decides which 
way the bike is 
supposed to go. 


An unhappy Penton rider testing the 
“project forward mounted shocks” found 
in Dirt Squirrel. 


Have you ever wondered where the 
expression, ‘smokin’ it" came from? 
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Hartwig gets it on at home and Zahrt scores а 
first in his career at the Fourth National 
Championship Series race at Bucanner, Michigan. 


MICHIGAN MOTO 


Michigan is well known for its mud and motocross racers. 
Anyone who comes from Michigan can probably tell you 
horrendous stories about bike-sucking mud and disappearing 
water trucks around the course. They just don’t build pam- 
pered tracks like you find on the West Coast. 

For instance. The Michigan course isn't one of those roller 
coaster events, but it does have its share of enlighteners. In one 
section of the course was a three-layered terrace. Not too bad, 
but they were spaced just right so that if you hit the first one 
just one hair wrong, the second terrace exaggerated it and the 
third allowed your bike to jump out from under you and pound 
you into the northern dirt. Add to that a tree in the left hand 
corner (just in the right spot so you could always remember it 
was there) and you have a course that you really have to stay up 
on the pegs and on your toes to complete. 

А couple of other things you'll discover interesting about 
Michigan tracks are the berms and whoop-de-doos. The berms 
don't get hard but the whoop-dees do. You slam into a berm 
with a full hand of throttle and it will move just enough to set 
you slightly off course. A lot of correcting was in order during 
practice. Whoop-dee-doos also have a mind of their own. They 
look like they're nice and soft, something you wouldn't really 
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mind falling on. But under that soft layer of dirt on top is a 
concrete base. After the first couple of times around the course, 
you don’t forget the little differences. 

In between sprinkling rain and a slightly muddy track, 
Kenny Zahrt achieved a first for his career, a win in the open 
class at the Buchanan track. The race was a third in a series of 
AMA National Motocross Championships. 

Zahrt, who is a Southern California rider, piloted his Bultaco 
to two undisputed wins. He plans to follow in Pomeroy’s steps 
in Europe in a couple of seasons, and this campaigning on the 
National circuit is just a warm-up. 

Gary Jones piloted his Can-Am to a third and a second place 
finish to secure the second overall. Ron Pomeroy helped 
Bultaco take two of three first place finishes with his fifth and 
third placings, giving him third overall. Other notables in the 
250 finishing list were Frank Stacy on a Maico, Peter Lamppu 
riding a very fast Montesa, Rich Thorwaldson of Team Suzuki, 
and the return of Bobby Grossi, who has been out with injuries 
for over a year. Grossi is just now starting to come back into 
motocross racing and should prove to be quite a threat by the 
end of the season. 

Besides the finishers, there were quite а few top name 250сс 





Two Huskies, two different methods. 


Tony DiStefano, the latest threat in the open class, 
finished with a third overall, but retained his point 
standings lead. 


ey 
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Photos by Leonard Emanuelson 








 Нойува е Hartwig captured the 
overall Win irf the open class, just for the 
home town folks. - 








Gary Semics and 
his Husky are 
becoming 
increasingly 
consistent and 
faster every 
week. 
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riders who never completed Ше race. Billy Grossi, one of Ше 
Honda team, retired in the first moto after only three laps with 
transmission problems. Grossi currently leads the 250 class in 
point standings. Second in the standings is Marty Tripes on a 
Husqvarna who also had his share of misfortunes. He got off in 
the first moto but returned for a ninth place finish. The second 
moto saw his Husqvarna in an uncooperative mood, as it quit 
half way through the moto. Tripes was relegated to spectator, at 
least until the next National. 

Pierre Karsmakers, favored to win the event going into the 
first moto, also had his problems for the day. One collision with 
another rider, a crash and the Yamaha was suffering with the 
nickel and dimes blues. It was enough to keep the 
Americanized Dutchman out of the running for the day. It 
might be interesting to note that Pierre does not qualify for 
National point standings and is only running in these events for 
the publicity and the money. Thus, you won’t see his name in 
the National Point Standings list. 

In the open class Michigan’s own Mike Hartwig repeated his 
performance of Bay Mare a couple of months ago when he 
completely dominated the open class aboard his Yamaha. His 
1-1 finish strengthened his ties with his new sponsor, Yamaha. 
He used to ride for Husqvarna before coming over to the 


Kenny Zahrt won his first National on 
his 250 Bultaco. 


According to Rolf, the CZ rider has his 
“snorskey” together over this jump. 
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Japanese-based firm. Hartwig is definitely getting faster each 
week, as his competitors will be quick to tell you. 

Jim Weinert, sole survivor of Kawasaki's motocross team, 
came through for the second overall. It seemed just as Hartwig 
was due to win in the home state. Weinert often beats him to 
the checkered on the West Coast. 

Tony DiStefano, from Pennsylvania was able to retain his 
point standing lead with his third overall. The listings show 
DiStefano ahead by 20 points over Hartwig. Tony who rides a 
CZ, just appeared on the national scene during the Florida 
series a few months ago. It looks as though he won't be riding 
without a full time sponsor next year. This is the first time that 


'a privateer has lead the point standings since Tim Hart in the 


old Inter-AMA races. 

Bryar Holcomb, riding for Bultaco, put his bid into the open 
class and came away with a fourth overall. Holcomb had now 
moved his listing up to sixth, just behind Weinert in the overall 
points system. 

The next race is scheduled for Muntz Cycle Park on the West 
Coast in two weeks. With the competition being so closely 
matched, it should prove to be one of the most exciting 
National Motocross Championship races to date. S. 







Jimmy Weinert gets it down and out on 
his big bore Kawasaki. 


























RESULTS 


250 CLASS 

1. Kenny Zahrt 
2 Gary Jones 

3 Ron Pomeroy 
4 Frank Stacy 
5 Peter Lamppu 


500 CLASS 

1 Mike Hartwig 

2 Jim Weinert 

3 Tony DiStefano 
4 Bryar Holcomb 

5 Steve Stackable 


dust. 











Bultaco 
Can-Am 
Bultaco 
Maico 
Montesa 


Yamaha 
Kawasaki 
CZ 
Bultaco 
Maico 





There was some really good traction 
at the Michigan course, but if you dug 
deep enough, you could still find some 


Tony DiStefano had quite a battle 
going with Him Weinert until the Kaw 
rider got by and finished second. 
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Tine Kawasaki KZ-400 


Sometime in the late '40$ a German 
based company produced “the people's 
car" and called it the Volkswagen. Soon 
after its acceptance VW owners became 
very obnoxious bragging about the low 
maintenance, high gas mileage, and ease 
of operation. The little bugs were not all 
that exciting to look at but the product 
sold and people that drove VeeDubs for a 
number of years saved enough money to 
buy nicer small cars, like Porsches. 

Why Kawasaki chose to produce a 


FEET. n 
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Wheel made contact with fender over most bumps. New shocks could solve t 


400cc four-stroke street bike is easy to 
see if you just pick up a newspaper. With 
gas prices rising unchecked a lot of 
people who had never considered riding a 
bike before are comparing prices at their 


friendly bike dealer. Some of them drive 


small German cars! 

The KZ-400 was designed for the 
"first-bike" type rider, which is a very 
good idea whose time has come. Putting 
someone who has just learned where the 
shift lever is.on a big inch road burner is 





zu 


he problem and improve iandling greatly. 


certainly not doing anyone a favor. We 
have all heard stories about how Joe 
All-American boy down the street bought 
a new motorcycle and two weeks later he 
had put the bike down the road and was 
in the hospital. Joe probably bought a 
hand grenade with the pin pulled. 
Kawasaki's ‘‘commuter special" is 
really the antithesis to their very 
successful 750 triple street/racing 
machine. The 400 four-stroke tries to 
solve all the problems that are en- 
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countered when someone first considers 
riding a bike. 

The KZ-400 is probably one of the 
quietest bikes for its displacement on the 
market. This in itself is an accomplish- 
ment since one of the ways to gain 
acceptance by the four wheelers is to 
make less noise on the highways. 

Performance on the 400 is smooth and 
steady. The single overhead cam twin 
cylinder 398cc powerplant must be 
wakened slowly on cold mornings as is 
the nature of four strokes. Engine noise 
is slight, but the vibration is a definite 
problem. At 55 mph the vibration makes 
the mirrors less than functional and 
numbs about 90 percent of your body. 
The vibration problems plague other 
vertical twins and maybe someday 
someone will be able to solve this quirk. 

It's really hard to talk about a torque 
band since the bike pulls from a very low 
rpm. You really don't need to look at the 
tach since you'll shift long before redline. 
The vibes get bad long before you 
approach redline. 

Handling is really a two edged sword. 
While beginners will like the smooth 
response and the fact that nothing 
happens by surprise, experienced riders 
will hate the handling characteristics for 


exactly the same reason. Kawasaki 
claims that the bike has а low center of 
gravity, thus making it easy to handle for 
even the novice rider. 

Brake operation is smooth and easy. 
Whenever you hear of a bike with disc 
brakes you expect smooth stops. The 
KZ-400 is no exception. 

We меге not exactly happy with the 
suspension, the front forks worked fine, 
however the rear shocks were much too 
spongy. Going through a corner at speed 
was an interesting experience if the rear 
shocks encountered a small rock. 

Some of the things we liked on the bike 
were the brake lining wear indicator, 
which works fine as long as you don't 

Instrumentation is simple and 
practical. Moisture in speedo and tach 
never went away. 











A definite indication that this 
bike was made for beginners 
is the instructions found on 
the side cases. 


Rick Valasek demonstrated 
cornering technique needed 
to lean the bike over to get 
through most turns. 


The single overhead cam 
twin powers the bike and is 
really plagued with vibration 
problems. 
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Two 36mm Кеіһіпѕ make the power 
smooth and predictable. 


readjust the brakes (and you won't if its 
your first bike). The headlight that 
switches on automatically when you turn 
on the key was a good idea, but we would 
also have appreciated a buzzer on the 
turn indicator. The taillight failure light 
is a nice extra which should be a 
standard item on every street bike. One 
of our editors found out how dangerous it 
is to have a taillight out last year when he 
set the outdoor record for being launched 
off of a bike by a rear end collision with a 


pL WES. S. ob nr 
pickup. His light had burned out and he 


did not know it until the driver of the 
pickup pointed it out to him. 

If you wear gloves when you ride you 
better have some practice finding the 
horn button on the 400. It's really hard to 
feel, and we really don’t know why they 
switched from the standard button of the 
past. 

Gas mileage varied from racing 
around the city at about 54 mpg to long 
highway cruises at 72 mpg. The cap did 
not leak a drop. We only mention this 
because so many others do. The tank 
holds 3.7 U.S. gallons but you'll have to 
switch to reserve after you've used up 2.5 
gallons, giving you plenty of distance to 
search for an open station. 

The seat had plenty of room for two-up 
cruising but is just a bit wide in the front 
for most of the people who rode the test 
bike for a long distance. Under the seat is 
the standard tool kit and wiring mess. 

As is the standard for the day the 
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Everthing you 
need to help you 
out if you find 
yourself on the 
side of the road 
unexpectedly. 


PCV valves helps 
to control the 
smog problem 
and should be on 
all street bikes. 
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taillight is huge and hangs off of the bike 
like an afterthought. But better to be 
huge than unseen, and even though the 
bike looks nice it never pretends to be a 
sleek road racer either. 

After riding the bike about 1200 miles 
we took a peek inside the engine. When 
we examined the parts that usually wear, 
we were mildly surprised to find out that 
wear was almost non-existent. This was 
just what Kawasaki claims but it's really 
refreshing to see that it's true. If you buy 
the 400 and change the air filter.and oil 
as the manual indicated you will 
probably forget that you even have an 
engine. People that buy this bike will 
probably brag about the low main- 
tenance as did the VW owners of ten 
years ago. In fact the people who buy this 
bike might just trade in their old VWs to 
buy one. 

By the way, as you look at the 
newspaper and the smog around you, 





you'll probably feel like a- good citizen 
riding the 400 since it has a positive 
crankcase ventilation system built in. 
This PCV system recycles unburned gas 
and reduces the total hydrocarbon 
emissions per mile driven. 

Since the bike doesn't make much 
noise, is great on gas, and has a smog 
device, our bet is that the anti- 
motorcycle group will complain because 
the light is on all the time. "Damn 
motorcycles now I can see the things on 
the street." Oh well, along with a little 
progress there are always the most 
dangerous people in the world, the 
people who say: “There ought to pee 


law.” # 


NUMERICAL EVALUATION 


Starting 
Power 
Powerband 
Transmission 
(5) Ratios 
(5) Operation 


Suspension 
(5) Front 
(5) Rear 


Brakes 
(5) Effectiveness 
(5) Waterproofing 


Handling 


(5) Low-speed Maneuverability ...4 


(5) High-speed Stability 
Comfort 


Miscellanea 
(5) Quality of craftsmanship 
(5) Instrumentation 
(5) Electrics 
(5) Noise level 





100 pts. Overall Rating 






























Taillight was 
large but 
effective, besides 
the bike was not 
a candidate for 
beautiful racer of 
the month. 


You might save 
enough money 
riding the KZ-400 
to be able to 
afford one of 
these cute 
numbers. By the 
way the bike was 
much quieter 
than the car. 


KAWASAKI 
К2-400 


Suggested Retail Price: $1170 
ENGINE 
Engine type SOHC, 2 cylinder, 
4-stroke, air-cooled 





Bore and stroke, mm 
Displacement, cc 
Horsepower/rpm (claimed) 


Torque/rpm (claimed) 22.9 ft.lbs./7500 


Compression ratio .................. 9.0:1 
Air filtration p 
Carburetion (2) 36mm Keihin CVB 


DRIVE TRAIN 

Transmission 5-spd., constant mesh, 
return shift 

Clutch type 

Primary drive 

Final dive fatio... 2С. hte ДУ 6.493 


CHASSIS 


Chassis type 

Overall length, in 

Ground clearance, in. 

Wheelbase, in 

Weight (as tested), Ibs 

ие ОЕ eke ie ep o eS 3.25-18 
reanna КЕГЕ дб. ай 3.50-18 
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Billy Grossi with his u: 
Cycle Park. - а 

















WINNING TIPS 
FROM THE 
eee This month 
MOTOCROSS тее о'Теат 
a ACERS Mee а 
: the inside line. _ 


Рог most riders, learning the tricks of the trade comes from the school of hard knocks. Remember when you first 
started riding? You were quick to discover that if you jammed on the front brake at forty you usually went over the 
bars. So you don’t do that any more. Pretty soon a lot of riders get into racing and start learning. But it seems that you 
get to a certain point and you don’t go any faster, no matter what you try to do. 

From then on you are groping around looking for ways and little tricks to go faster. Sometimes you can pick up 
something by following another rider. But you can't quite figure out what he's doing by watching. You have to go up 
to the guy and ask. : 

With this in mind, we went up to a few guys and got their feelings on motocross racing. This month we are 
featuring three riders from team Honda. А! three are top riders and have had the experience of big time motocross 
racing. We felt that it was better to take the word of a factory sponsored rider than to ask a local expert who only races 
one track. The following is an interview conducted at American Honda while the riders were working on their bikes. 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank them for their time and patience. 
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Born in San Bernardino, California, 
nineteen-year-old Rex Staten is known 
from coast to coast as "Rocket Rex.” А 
name which Rex has a right to be proud 
of, for such nicknames have to be earned 
in the world of motocross. 

Rex hasn't been around the national 
scene too long. He first appeared on a 
CZ, riding for Triumph/CZ of Pomona. 
From there he worked his way to Maico, 
riding for Warren Burrell of American 
Motocross. Warren then realized Rex's 
potential and told Frank Cooper about 
the rider. Frank is the head of Cooper 
Motors, West Coast importer of Maico. 
After two years with Maico, Honda 
approached Rex with a juicy offer and he 
is now riding for the Gardena based firm. 
Rex rides iri both the 500 and the 250 
class. In the upcoming season, he plans 
to campaign a “Бох stocker except for 
the swing arm thing” 250 Elsinore, 

( complete with the optional kit, in the 
Inter-AMA series starting on June 22nd. 
Here's what he had to say. 


PC: What do you feel a rider should do to 
achieve a factory ride or a local shop 
sponsorship? 

RS: You should first ride all the time at 
all different tracks. Don't stay at one 
track and ride every week so you only 
know that track. You should ride all over 
and try to win every week. Riding with 
the AMA events is important too, 
because all the top riders are always 
there and you will eventually have to race 
with them and beat them to be 
recognized enough for a sponsorship. It 
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took me about four years to get where I 
am now. First I rode a CZ and I won my 
first big race at the Salt Lake 
Trans-AMA. At that time I wasn't 
getting any backing or help. I had to buy 
all my parts with my own money, and no 
discounts. Every month it cost me about 
five hundred dollars to keep my bike in 
top shape for the next race. After that 
race I paid all my bills off and got rid of 
my CZ. Then I was talking to Rich 
Eierstedt and he said he might be able to 
get me a ride on Maico. He got me a ride 
with Cooper Motors and Warren Burrell. 
I really liked that Maico! Then after a 
while Honda talked to me and I. 
switched over to here. The most 
important thing to getting a factory ride 
for me was to race all over, especially 
where the official guys from Honda or 
Yamaha аге so they can see you and see 
how well you ride. That's what happened 
with me and Honda. They were at 
Livermore and I was riding my Maico. I 
did pretty good and that was my first 
really big AMA race. The best thing to 
dois ride the Support class at a 
Trans-AMA race so you can be seen and 
get your name spread around. 


PC: What about a rider like Dave Pessy, 
who in the past only rode one track, but 
was exceptionally fast at the track? 
Would someone who only kept to one 
place have a chance at a factory 
sponsorship? 

RS: If you stick to one track only, you 
don’t have too good of a chance. 
Something like that “night racing" is 
only five laps. Pessy gets good starts, he’s 
a super good starter with good reflexes, 
and that's what most of that night racing 
consists of. If you don't get a good start, 
you usually don't do very well. In AMA 
races and all the other big races the key is 
endurance. Thirty-five or 40 minutes is a 
long time to race, and whoever lasts the 
longest wins 90 percent of the time. And 


of course, the bike's got to last along with . 


the rider. 

РС: How do you prepare yourself 
mentally for a race that is coming up? 
RS: Well, after a Sunday race I relax on 
Monday. Tuesday I start getting in 
shape. I ride a lot on Tuesdays. 
Wednesday we work out with the Tibblin 
exercises. Thursday is more riding time. 
Friday I usually rest or ride a little. 
Saturday I go to the race track. If it's 
back east Honda will fly me back. 
Saturday I just sit around and relax and 
try not to get nervous. 


PC: What about Saturday night? 

RS: I try to get a lot of sleep, but not too 
much to where you're tired when you get 
up. About eight hours is good for me. 
Any more and you're all sleepy for the 
entire Sunday. 

PC: Do you ever get nervous when there's 


some big names riding, like guys that 
you've heard about but never raced 
against before? 

RS: Well, I raced against DeCoster a few 
months ago and I went out to the track 
and everybody was telling me how fast he 
is and how he's going to beat everybody. I 
just told them that he puts on his leathers 
the same way I do. I'm not going to be 
afraid of the guy. And I just went out and 
I wasn't scared or anything. I was all 
happy because I was going to race with 
him and it was also my first race back 
East. And in the first moto I beat him. It 
was really neat. In the second moto I only 
held him off for five laps, but I at least 
tried and I learned so much from him. 
Like the lines he took and the different 
things that he was doing. It's really 
helped me on the AMA circuit. 

PC: So you're still picking up a lot of 
little things from other riders? 

RS: I think that you can pick up 
something from everybody that can beat 
you. They went faster than you did, and 
there is a reason why. You've got to find 
out that reason and use it the next time. 


PC: When you're getting on the line and 
you're ready to start, what is your 
method for getting a good ride through 
the starting area and into the first 
corner? 


‚ RS: I generally line up in the middle 


where I’ve got either way to go. If I pull 
the hole shot I can go to the inside or if 
everybody is on the inside I get on the 
outside. Ninety percent of the time 
there’s always someone going down on 
the inside. Everybody goes in there and 
they all hit the brakes and somebody. 
crashes. You see that all the time. I work 
my way to the outside of people in front 
of me. Sometimes the outside can be 
faster. 


PC: What about a course like the 
Coliseum where there isn't really a first 
turn. It's justa super tight “S” bend. 

RS: There isn't really much you can do 
with that. I guess the middle would be 
best or the inside or something like that. 
If you can get the hole shot through the 
corner and hold everybody off that works © 
rather well. Just take up as much room as 
you can so nobody can get by and pass 
you. 


PC: What do you feel is the best method 
for traveling through the average berm? 
R$: Sometimes you can ride a berm 
faster than you can make a turn on the · 
tight inside. And sometimes you can ride 
the inside instead of hitting the berm. It 
all depends on the particular corner. You 
have to make two lines in practice in case 
your favorite one is occupied by some 
other rider; you can use the alternative 
and sometimes pass him at the same 


. time. 


РС: What about а long downhill, like Ше 
ones found at Carlsbad or Valley Cycle 
Park? 

RS: Down a hill that is long and not too 
bumpy, I’m just completely wide open. 
At Valley Cycle Park I was wide open 
until I hit the bump at the bottom. My 
chain came off and I went over the bars. I 
got off kind of hard, but that's part of the 
game. You don't stay on the gas all the 
time. Normally down a hill, except for 
the time I fell, I' m hitting the brakes 
about 3/4 of the way down. I just use the 
front brake on a downhill because it 
stops you quicker. The rear brake 
sometimes lets the bike slip around 
underneath you and you lose some 
precision. 

PC: Carlsbad has a nasty uphill. How 
would you tackle that one? 

RS: All I do is leave it wide open and gas 
it as hard as I can. No brakes at all. Like 
some other tracks, at Carlsbad you don't 
have to hit the brakes at the top because 
you can just throw it down and slide 
around the top corner until you get to the 
downhill. You don't need the brakes, just 
start downshifting and make the turn. 


PC: Many Europeans are well known for 
pacing themselves, Pierre in particular. 
Do you pace yourself in a race? 

RS: Usually if I'm leading I just pace 
myself enough to hold off the guy behind 
me. Last week I was racing against Pierre 
Karsmakers. In the first.moto he got a 
second and I got a third. I knew Billy 
Payne had won the first moto, but he 
crashed about halfway through the 
second moto. Then he wasn't a problem 
anymore. It was just a matter of me 
holding Pierre off for the win. All I had 
to do was beat Pierre and I had two laps 
left when the chain came off. Those 
kinds of things just happen sometimes. 


PC: Sounds like you've tested some bikes 
that we've had too. What about passing 
other riders? How do you usually go 
about that? 

RS: The most dangerous thing is when 





you come up ona lapper, somebody 
you're going to get by sooner or later. 
Sometimes they don't know where to go 
and they're just doing a “blaah” down 
the track looking at the scenery. They 
pull in front of you or something stupid 
like that. Like last week after I got my 
chain back on Bryar Holcomb was right 
on my tail trying to pass and I came 
down on this guy and started to pass him 
on the outside. Then he moved over on 
my side, right in front of me and I almost 
had to stop completely or I would have 
hit him. Holcomb got by both of us. 


PC: One of the things that most of the 
readers have problems with are 
whoop-dee-doos. What do you think is 
the easiest method to get through them? 
RS: I just get over the back end as far as 
Ican. АП my weight is way over the back 
of the seat. And then I just pull up to get 
the front end lighter. The faster you go 
over the whoop-dee-doos, the smoother it 
gets. If you shut off or go really slow, 
you'll get into a big tank slapper and you 
might as well forget it, because it's all 
over for you. 


PC: Let's take an $ turn leading into a 
straightaway with a left hand turn at-the 
end. What type of line would you pick, 
considering that the bumps were just as 
bad all over? 

RS: There are a few ways to get through 
things like that. One way is to come on 
the gas wide open when you're coming 
out of the S turn and drift to the outside., 
If you back off a little bit when you're 
coming into the straightaway you can go 
to the inside and have the inside shot for 
the next turn. When I come out of the 
esses I let off for a second and get on the 
inside or leave the gas on and cross over 
halfway through the straightaway. That 
way you're missing all the inside bumps 
that people make when they're gassing it 
through. I make an S out of the 
straightaway. It might be a little longer, 
but it can be faster. 


PC: Jumps are more or less the same at 


most tracks. What do you feel is the best 
way to approach and execute a jump that 
gives you the advantage? 

RS: I like to find the lowest point in a 
jump. If there's a turn after the jump, 
when I hit the top I just back off the gas 
just for a second and the bike will come 
down front end first. Then you can brake 
and turn sooner. On a normal jump I just 
hold it wide open and see how far I сап 
fly. That's not the recommended way, 
but that’s how I like to do it. What you 
really want to do is stay as close to the 
ground and as low as you can. There’s 
only one excuse for not staying close to 
the ground. If you’re going about ten 
miles an hour faster than some other guy, 
then you can jump away from him in case 
he gets squirrely. If you both land about 
even, you’re going to pull him to the turn 


* because you had the speed before the 


jump. 

PC: If you've got a spot where there's a 
really fast straightaway going into a first 
or second gear turn, what do you do to 
stop your bike quickly? 

RS: I just hold it wide open until the last 
second, to where I know I won't be able 
to keep on the gas and still make it 
through the turn. I use the front brake 
more than the rear, but I'm still hitting 
both brakes. If you use the rear brake too 
much the rear wheel slides around. If you 


' use the front brake only, it won't slide 


and it stops you twice as fast. I just barely 
touch the rear brake going into the 
corner and start jamming down on the 
gearbox. 


PC: A lot of people see you on Sunday 
only, out at the races. What happens: 
during the rest of the week? 

RS: On Monday I just rest. Tuesday I go 
out riding my bikes. On Wednesday we 
do the Rolf Tibblin exercises. The whole 
Honda motocross team gets together and 
we do them as a group. It's really hard to 
train by yourself, you've got to have 
somebody to train with because it makes 
it more fun and you're less inclined to 
cheat that way. We play a couple of 
hours of basketball and warm up and 
then we do all the exercises, come back 
here to Honda and work on our bikes. 
You ride twice a week arid train twice a 
week. It's really a seven-day-a-week job. 
Monday is the only day that you can 
really rest. And you're still thinking 


about bikes and what you're going to do 


the next week on Monday, so you really 
don't have a day off. 


PC: What would you say is the most 
important thing to tell a motocross racer 
who wants to be a top pro? 

RS: Mainly to ride a lot and exercise. 

‚ Уош’уе got to know your bike and be in 
good shape, then go out and cover most 
of the big races, as many as you can get 
to. If you want to be sponsored by a 
factory you have to be consistent and be 
seen by team managers more than a 
couple of times so they notice you. It isn t 
easy, but it can happen. 
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For а couple of years, Chuck Bower 
had been king of the 125s. He could be 
` seen every weekend on his Penton 125, 
smoking everybody and everything. 
Bower 15 one of the few riders who was so 
' consistent that if he didn't win, you felt 
Ў really disappointed. Riding on his 
Penton, he could be seen usually for 
three days a week. One weekend race and 
two night races. Bower just recently 
made the switch to team Honda and is 
now sorting out his bike. It's quite a 
transformation from a Penton to a 
Honda, but when Bower finally feels 


“зесике'' on it everybody is going to pack 


up their leathers and go home. 


PC: Chuck, you had quite a long wait 
until you got onto a big team like Honda. 


From what I understand you got onto the , 


team in a rather strange way. How would 
you say that the average rider would go 
about getting a ride? 
CB: I don't really know. I guess the most 
important thing for me was to be 
consistent. For a long time I was riding a 
Penton and I crashed and was laid up 
with a broken collarbone. I had heard 
that Honda wanted me through the 
grapevine, so I came down here and 
talked to John Blum. He laid it on the 
line, told me what they could do for me 
and what I had to do for them. They give 
you a list of races that you have to ride in. 
You've got to show up for those events. 
You have to race what they want you to 
“race. But it isn't an eight to five job. I 
don't'know, it's really strange. 
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PC: Obviously when you go racing, you 
don't just walk up to the starting gate 
and say “Hey I'm going to race today.” 
What kind of mental preparation do you 
go through to get yourself ready? 

CB: АП week long I'm preparing myself. 
I'm kind of loose on Monday or Tuesday, 
but after Tuesday it starts to become 
time to get ready. Үе train really hard on 
Wednesdays, and that's when you start 
to get nervous. From then until Sunday 
after the races are over, you've got your 
nose to the wheel and you're only 
thinking about that race on the weekend. 


PC: One of the most important things 
about racing is the start. Many riders 
claim that the start either makes or - 
breaks the race. Where and Sr do you 
like to start? 

CB: I like to get closest to the first turn as 
Ican get. It depends on Ше course as to 
where I like to get myself. Sometimes the 
middle is best. I put the bike into gear 
about 15 seconds before the starter turns 
the starting board sideways. I watch the 
starter until the sign turns, and when it 
turns horizontal I go. When I get to the 
first turn I go through as fast as I can. I 
get into it as fast as I can and back out as 
fast as I can. | 


PC: What about a long downhill? Is 
there anything different you would do on 
а 125 than оп а larger machine? 

CB: No, not really, I just go as fast as I 
can go but with caution. To me а course 
should have some skill to it. Like where 
we went last week, that was nothing. It. 
was just a matter of who had the most 
guts to go the fastest. On the gas as much 
as I could while still feeling safe was my 
method there. Other tracks it's different. 


PC: Berms are very important to a 125 
rider. The wrong gear and you can be 
sunk. What have you found to be the best 
methods? 

CB: First I go down the straightaway k 
fast as I can, shut off at the last second 
and then right before the turn I brake 
really hard with both brakes and 
downshift the gearbox. Getting down . 
into the right gear that I had figured out 
during practice. I turn really hard and 
come out of it hard. I get in and out of - 


corners as fast as I can. If it's a monorail 


turn, like the type you have to ride the 
berm all the way around, then I just plain 
monorail and go through with the gas on. 
I like the type of corners that you just hit 
the berm for an instant, nail the gas at 
the same time and get back onto and in 
the next corner. [like to kind of back the 


‘bike in and square off the corner quickly. 


PC: Whoop-dee-doos are another 
problem of many riders. Got any cures? 
CB: No, not really, I get it, my well, ah, 
rear all the way back to the back of the 
bike with all the weight off the front. 





Then just gas it and hang onto the bars. 
Just try to keep the.front end just 
skipping along on the surface. 


PC: What about a long uphill? А 125 can 
be really critical. . 

CB: I just get all my weight on the bike 
directly over the rear wheel and peg the 
throttle. As fast as you can stand to.go up 
the hill is as fast as you should go. 


PC: If you were to go off the usual 
normal jumps that you find at so many 
tracks, what do you feel would be the 
method most to your advantage? 


СВ: get the bike down as soon as I can. 
Come off the jump and keep it down 
because you don’t have any traction in 
the air. Get it on the ground and get 
going again. You might have to brake 
before the jump if there is a turn after it, 


1 


биё that would be Ше only time you 


would ever touch the brakes on a jump. 
If you go off a jump with your brakes on, 
it automatically kicks your back end up. 
That’s one position that you don’t want 
to get into unless you really know how to 
handle it. 


РС: I remember when you were running ' 
the night races, you were the fastest 125 
rider around. Does that type of racing 





hurt your pacing yourself in the bigger 
races? 


CB: Well, yes and no. I’m trying more 
now to pace myself. When I get the hole 
shot, something I practiced in night 
racing, I don’t know how to really pace 
myself. Sometimes I like to let a guy by 
me and pace myself with him. It’s easier 
to follow somebody for a couple of laps 
and then take over the lead. It’s really 
hard to take the lead from the start ‘ 
because you don’t know how to pace 
yourself as far as how fast you have to go. 
Some people just go wide open all the 
time. I can’t do that. I just go as fast as I 
have to go to win the race. I don’t like to 
take any more chances than I have to. I 
don't want to get hurt. 


PC: What about passing other riders? Is 
there any set methods for that? 


CB: It's really hard to say because you 
just do it and don't really think about it. 
You do anything you can to get around 
the other guy. If you have to dive in on 
him or go on the outside, that's what you 
have to do. It depends on the situation. 
Some people are harder to get around 
then others because they have a knack 
for blocking the track. The best place to 
pass somebody is going into a turn. 
Either going in or coming out. I don't 
like to pass in a turn, unless there are two 
lines, but you don't find that very often. I 
would say that going in or coming out is 


the best place to. pass on just about any 
track. 


PC: Now we've got an S turn, going into a 
straightaway, ending in a left hand turn. 
There seems to be a lot of these setups 
around the country. What do you think 
would be the fastest? 

CB: Coming out of the $ turn I usually go 
wide and leave it open instead of 
squaring it off. I leave it open and get the 
back wheel a little sideways. If you're 
passing somebody there, and they square 
it, you should go wide because you want 
to get on the inside of him for that left 
hand turn. 


PC: 125 machines are exceptionally light, 
the Honda being one of the lightest 
machines on the market. But you still 
have to stop the bike sometimes. What 
have you found to work best in stopping 
a motorcycle? 

CB: I use both brakes and use the 
downshifting power to stop the bike. Just 
grab everything you've got and slam it on 
hard. I usually put my weight right in the 
middle of the bike, unless I'm on the 
pegs. Lots of times you're coming into a 
turn you're up on the pegs because 
there's big bumps, so you just try to get 
into the turn and get it a little sideways to 
scrub off some speed and set yourself up. 


PC: Obviously a motocross racer doesn't 
just work on Sunday. What do you do the 
rest of the week? 





CB: I get in a lot of practice, but not 
every day. Usually Tuesdays and 
Thursdays I practice on my bike. But 
sometimes I don't practice all week 
because I feel that it's good to get away 
from it for a while. Too much riding can 
be as bad as not enough. You can get 
bored with riding. Then on Wednesdays 
and sometimes Fridays, we work out 
using Tibblin's book. We play “murder 
basketball" for a couple of hours, and 
run a lot. 


PC: What would you say to an upcoming 
rider that wants to be a factory sponsored 
rider? 

СВ: I think that racing as much as 
possible helps a lot. A lot of people say 
that night racing is bad for you, but I 
think that night racing does help in a way 
because it gives you that constant 
competition and helps you in starts when 
you get into the important races. Another 
thing is to know your bike. Rex is one of 
those riders who can jump on just about 
anything and go fast. But I can't do that. 
Ittakes me a while to get used to a bike. 
Like the 125 Honda that I'm riding.now. 
It's so much different from what I was 
used to riding. And I still don't know it 
well enough to feel totally confident. If 
you don't feel secure you can't be fast. I 
think that the most important things to 
remember are to know your bike and get 
in as much racing as possible, even if it 
includes night racing. 
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GAYLON 
MOSIER 





Gaylon Вазп 1 been on the national 
scene for too long, but judging from his 
talents and consistency, we feel that 
you'll be hearing a lot about him in the 
future. The Southern California rider 
used to campaign on a Maico at tracks 

- like Carlsbad, Saddleback, Indian 

Dunes, and Arizona Cycle Park. Gaylon 
was riding with Rich Eierstedt on Maico 
when he came over to Honda. Eierstedt is 
also riding an Elsinore this year. 


PC: Gaylon, you’ve been on Team Honda 
. for a while now. I’m sure that a lot of 
would-be factory riders would like to 
know about the procedures and key 
actions that it takes to become a factory 
rider. What do you feel a rider should do 
to get on a factory based team? 
GM: Well, naturally it comes with 
winning races. But I never won any of the 
really big races, I was always there at the 
local races. I never could afford to go to 
the big races, so I just gassed it up at the 
events in my area. I think that 
consistency is the most important thing 
to remember. 


PC: Let’s take a local rider who does well 
in his area. He’s more or less consistent, 
but wants a factory ride. What should be 
his next step? 
GM: You're going to have to prove 
yourself first. Some factory team 
manager might see a guy one week and 
say ““Воу he sure did go fast!," but you 

‚ don't see the same guy in the top listings 
for two months. That doesn't work. I was 
there every week and placed in the top 
every week so they would notice me. 
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PC: Who was your first sponsor and how 
long did ittake? . 

GM: I would say that it took about two 
years before anyone approached me. 
Cooper Motors was my first big sponsor 
on a Maico. I rode for them for about two 
years. Warren Burrell who owns 
American Motocross helped me out by 
turning me on to Cooper while I was 
riding for his shop. Generally you start 
with a local shop and then if you're still 
consistent the factory will start looking at 
you. 


PC: A lot of consistency seems tó depend 
on your mental outlook before the gate 
drops. How do you start mentally 
preparing yourself for a race on Sunday? 
GM: Well, I don't really start preparing 
myself for one particular race. I get ready 
for all of the races, the whole year. I just 
start from the beginning and go all the 
way to the end. From week to week ГП 
think about the next weekend starting 
Monday. And also it depends on if I did 
good the week before. Then ГЇЇ get 
stoked and do even better because I feel 
good. But if something bad happens then 
it takes a couple of days to get that out of 
my mind and then start thinking about 
next week with a new approach. Usually 
I'd say that it starts on Monday morning. 
I condition my body for the next week. 


PC: When do you start getting really 
nervous? 

СМ: I don't get nervous really. Me and 
Billy Grossi just go bezerk on Saturday 
night. We both get really hyperactive. 
We walk around looking for things to do, 
anything at all, even if it means seeing 
who can climb up the wall the farthest. 
Хоп just have to have something on your 
mind, something to.burn up all that 
excess energy that you've stored up. We 
even do flips on the beds. We have to get 
rid of some of the energy so we can sleep 
and race the next day. 


PC: If you have your choice, where do 
you position yourself on the starting line 
to give you the best advantage over the 
other guys? 3 

GM: Well, first I try to pick out the 
shortest line into the first turn, but I 
don't want to get too far on the inside 
and get squeezed out by the guys on the 
outside. Then again, I don't want to get 
too far outside to get closed off by the 
riders on the inside. More or less right on 
the middle so I can see what's happening 
on both sides. That way if, let's say I start 
on the left side, and halfway through the 
starting area I see that the guys on the 
right are getting better traction or a 
better line, and everybody on the inside is 
going to get squeezed out, ГП move over 
with the guys on the outside and go 
through the turn with them. Starts are 
really so important. Two small bumps 


can make the difference between a good 
start and eating a lot of dust. I like to 

stay right in the middle so I can go either 
way, depending on which side of me 
seems to be moving the quickest. I just 
check it out while I'm going down the 
starting area. 


PC: Take an average corner with a berm 
that requires you to hit the brakes. What 
do you do to get yourself through quick 
and fast? : 

СМ: That’s hard to explain because 
every turn is different. The ground is 
different, a rock might be moved the next 
time you come around or the ground 
could change, maybe move up from a 
small bump to a large mound. 
Sometimes ГЇЇ go into a turn really early 
and come out towards the beginning of 
the berm or sometimes ГП go into the 
turn and just use the last third of a berm, 
it all depends on how I want to go down 
the straightaway. If I hit the berm early, 
I’m usually getting down the 
straightaway on the inside if it was a left 
hander. Take the last part of the berm 
and you’re usually on the far right hand 
side. When I go into the corner, I’m on 
the brakes really hard. I try to ride ` 
almost to the point of falling. Just as fast 
as I can go while still having control. I 
jam the brakes on up until I almost start 
skidding and then let go, and hit the 
berm, I hit the brakes as hard as I think I 
can get away with without locking up the 
wheels and falling over. 


PC: What do you feel is the best way to 
go down a long downhill, with some + 
potholes and a slight bend? 

GM: Well, first I lock my legs into the 
bike and lean back and gas it. Гизе both 
the brakes and the gas together. I hold 
the gas open and use the brakes to slow 
me down. So the two are kind of fighting 
each other. The best thing to remember 
is to keep back on the bike and gas it, 


‚ using the brakes to slow you down. Get 


off the gas, and you can really be in big . 


trouble. 


PC: Does the same hold true for a long 
uphill, like the one at Carlsbad 
Raceway? - : 
GM: On something like that I'm on the 
gas completely and trying to get enough 
traction on the back without looping it 
over. I' m not hitting the brakes on the 
uphill, because it doesn't seem to work 
for me very well. A lot of other guys do 
drag the brake. I just concentrate on 
traction and the shortest line. 


PC: Is there any set method you use on 
whoop-dee-doos that can be applied 
almost anywhere? 

GM: Yes, kind of. Before I even get into 
them, I try to get almost perfectly 
straight. Get my bike straight and my 
body a little tucked in, Istartatthem ` 


slow and try to get progressively faster 
through them. You can do that lap by 
lap. I'm not going to go through them 
wide open оп the first lap. ГИ test them 
out and see how sharp and hard the 
bumps are, then on the next lap ГЇЇ go 
faster and keep picking up my speed as I 
go around. When I get to the point that I 
can feel the bike bottom out, I won't go 
any faster. Any more gas and it isn't safe 
to go through them. You can hurt your 
back or your legs if you try to go too fast. 
Let the bike take the shocks. That's what 
it’s for. 


/ 


PC: After the first couple of laps, do you 
pace yourself in the race like some of the 
Europeans? ; 


СМ: I don't really pace myself as far as 
the same speed every lap. I pace myself. 
more with the other riders. Sometimes a 
guy will try to trick you and tire you out, 
like Gary Jones. He'll slow down into the 
turn and you'll slow down behind him, 
then you try to pass him and he'll gas it 
away from you. You're using all that 
energy just trying to get around him. And 
he knows that, so he'll до Ше same thing 


x 





turn after turn and pretty soon you're 
worn out and he motors away from you. I 
fell for that only once, and then I 
learned. 


PC: What about passing another rider. 
How long does it usually take you to get 
around someone? | 


СМ: I really доп think about passing. 
If I come up to someone I just pass them. 
I look for a place to get by and go. I don’t 
follow a guy around the course and watch 
for his good lines. That takes too long. I 
try to pass them as soon as I see them. I 
just kind of attack them as I get to them. 


PC: Let’s say you’ve got a straightaway 
and there’s an S turn before it. There’s a 
left hand turn after it. How do you set 
yourself up for the whole section? 


СМ: First I would go through the S-turn 


_ as fast as I can and then into the sweeper. 


There’s.a little trick that works for me. 
When you go into a fast turn and you 
don’t want the back end to slide out, you 
want to get traction, you put all your 
weight on the outside peg. I push down 
as hard as I can on that peg and it helps 





to keep the back wheel from sliding out. 
A lot of guys just lean forward and drift 
out sliding. My way you don’t drift and 
you've got better traction. 


PC: You race on Sunday, just about 
every week. What do you do the rest of 
the week? 

GM: Mostly riding and training. I really ' 
dig it because I feel so great after I train. 
It really helps a lot. I usually ride two 
times a week for sure and if I can get 
away, ГП ride for three days. I rarely get 
time to ride for three days, but I always 
make sure that I get at least two good 
days a week. And we do the Tibblin 
exercises which makes a big difference. Г 
think that the most important thing you 
can do is keep your body in good shape. 
You can't mistreat it. If you race 
motocross and aren't taking good care of 
yourself you're going to be on crutches or 
in a wheelchair by the time you're thirty 
years old. The hardest part is taking care 
of your legs and your arms. They're the 
most important. Shoulders, ankles and 
knees are also really important. You've 
got to keep your body in tune if you're 
really serious about racing motocross. g% 


POPULAR CYCLING/59 











‘the best engineered 
and designed. 





About a year ago a fellow named 
Pedro Pi sat down at a drawing board 
with another racer, Kalevi Vehkonen, 
and together they designed a motocross 
machine for Montesa. You say Montesa 
already has a motocross machine? Look 
again. The old Cappras were fast but 
didn’t sell like, let’s say, a Honda SL 125. 
When Tim Hart had long hair and was 
riding an orange tanked Cappra, the 
machines were at their peak. Now Hart is 
on Yamaha, his hair is shorter, he’s 
faster, and Montesa no longer sells the 
orange grenade-like 250 Cappra. 

Now they've come out with a machine 
that really puts the old Cappra to shame. 
It was introduced last year as the Mon- 
tesa Cappra 250 VR. The VR stands for 
Vehkonen Replica, and the machine was 
extensively tested and tried during the 
World Championship Motocross events 
two years ago before its introduction to 
the public. 

We tested the machine last year. We 
weren't really pleased with some things 
about it. This year the machine has been 
recycled to remove the rough edges and 
the good points polished up. 

The first thing you'll notice about the 
Montesa is that it seems too flat. The 
tank and seat are almost identical in 
height. The only thing that looks normal 
are the handlebars, and they're just a tad 
too low at first sight. But once you sit on 
the machine you start to understand the 
reasoning behind the design. 

The VR was built low with the idea 


that the lower the machine is to the | 


ground, the lower the center of gravity. 
Next time you go riding compare’ the 
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Possibly the 
best 250 available, easily 


NEW 
MONTESA 
САРРВА 
МК 250 


РЕ 


By Brad Zimmerman 


center of gravity on a 400 Suzuki to that 
of a 400 CZ. Then you'll understand why 
a lower machine will cooperate with the 
rider and achieve certain tasks easier 
than a machine built just the opposite. 
You wouldn't think of taking a chopper 
onto a motocross course. You don't see 
too many 501 Maicos with extended front 
ends and sissy bars. 

After you've gotten used to the height, 
you'll notice that the weight is also way 
down the scale, giving you the impres- 
sion that you're sitting on a 125. The VR 
is definitely light. The overall weight is 
209 with enough gas to run at least one 
moto. The front end supports about 45 
percent of the weight while the rear picks 
up the remaining 55 percent. Sounds 
ideal, doesn't it? Makes for a great 
wheelie bike. 

The VR is one of those machines that 
looks like it's built just ‘‘different’’ 
enough to bother you. First when you 
start the machine, you have to find the 
kick starter. Normally this isn't much of 
a problem. But on the VR it is located on 
the right-hand side, mounted forward of 
the countershaft sprocket and up 
towards the cylinder head. You've got to 
hook your ankle around it, pull it 
towards the rear of the machine, put your 
foot on it and you're ready to go. For- 
tunately the VR is always a two-kick 
starter. We looked at this design for 
quite a while and came to the conclusion 
that it's probably one of the best ideas for 
mounting a kick starter that we've seen. 
It's a bit of a pain when you first get the 
bike. But once you get used to it, you can 
appreciate it every time you go riding. It 
doesn't get in your way, it doesn't slap 
you in the back of the leg due to its 
location, and it definitely doesn't hamper 
any erratic body english you may per- 
form. The only drawback might be if you 
fell while racing. But then again, you can 








start it quicker than a CZ or Maico. And 
those riders don't have any problems 
starting their bikes after a fall. 

The next step in getting your machine 
fired is to turn on the petcocks. This is 
the fun part. We gave the machine to a 
few people and asked them if they 
wanted to take it around for a couple of 
laps. 

"Sure, might as well." 

“Ве careful, it’s ungodly fast. And hey, 
don’t forget to turn on the gas.” 

After they figure out the kick starter, 


.they reach under the gas tank and grab 


for the petcock. Only the petcock isn’t 
there. The Montesa doesn’t come with 
your average everyday petcock. Their 
system is simple, and almost foolproof. 
It consists of two rubber bulbs in a 
cylinder-like shape. One bulb to each 
side of the gas tank. Inside the cylinders 
are steel balls, one to a petcock. You 
reach around the gas tank, grab both the 
petcocks and push the steel balls up to 
the number one position. This allows the 
fuel to flow through the lines from both 
sides of the tank. The number two 
position is for reserve. This is one of the 
few machines we have seen that allows 
reserve gas to flow from both sides of the 
tank. Strange, but it works perfectly. 
After all this, with the machine 
started, you could go out and take a few 
laps. Very few of the people who rode the 
machine took just a few laps. At first the 
machine seems a little awkward. It 


‘doesn’t want to take berms properly. 


You're riding a 250, and you expect it to 
handle like a 250 should. But it doesn't. 
We found that the secret to the machine 


Here it 1$ — your usual run of the day 
34mm Bing. But check out the trick 
petcocks! 


The new engine mounts have two 
triangular plates instead of the 
singular design found last year. 


was to treat it like a 125. Then things 
happen, and happen at an eye-tearing 
speed. 

The VR will turn, extremely precise 
and quick. You can flick the machine 
sideways and slide both wheels to scrub 
off speed. Your eyes don’t even begin to 
get big. Try that with your Elsinore! 
You'll be picking up the bike all day 
long. 

If it happens to fall into the wrong 
groove, or if you want to change paths 
halfway through a turn, just think “125,” 
plant your foot, pick up the bike and re- 
deposit it somewhere else. It’s really 
mind blowing that a 250 can be thrown 
about so easily and effortlessly. 

The powerband on the machine is very 


similar to that of a 125. It’s short, shorter - 


than your regular 250, but it dishes out 
power like it’s going out of style. The 
smack in the back hits you at about 6500 
rpm. It continues to about 9000 and 
starts to plane out and drop off. Just like 
a 125. And if you keep fanning the gear- 
box properly and keep the machine in its 
favorite rpm range, you’ll take off like.a 
rocketship. 

The VR can out-power and accelerate 
faster than most other 250 machines 
available. It ran away from Elsinores, 
YZs, Yammie 250 МХ$, a Maico, and 
strangely enough, a VR from last year 
which was its closest competition in a 
drag race. Now granted, the machine is 
fresh, and possibly the other bikes that 
we raced have seen a few more hours of 
running time. But the VR pulled away so 
effortlessly and quickly that it didn’t 
seem it would slow down enough to let 





those other machines pass it. 

One of the reasons for the tremendous 
acceleration is the 4.50 Pirelli knobby on 
the rear. A bigger rock thrower you'll 
probably never see. This bike gets a bite 
in the dirt, takes off like a scared rabbit, 
and buries everyone and everything be- 
hind it. We were actually told by two 
riders on two different days that if we 
didn't keep that bike away from them, 
they would be forced to dismantle our 
helmets with the head intact. It's also 
going to shatter a few camera lenses of 
the Kodak 126 Instamatics. You have to 
get really close for action, ya' know. We 
thought that the VR would be a great 
instrument for crowd control at the 
upcoming U.S. Grand Prix in Carlsbad. 
Just run the baby around the track where 
people crowd the corners. Pretty soon 
everyone will be sitting way up on top of 
the hills where they belong. 

The Telesco shocks didn't seem to 
cooperate enough on the machine last 
year to give a pleasurable ride. Now the 
shocks seem just right for the average 
180-pound rider. They're the same units 
that you find on the new 360 Bultaco. 

The front forks also had a few bugs 
last year. Many riders were complaining 
about the forks bottoming out on hard 
bumps. This is also gone. But the forks 
will give you a bit of resistance when 
you're braking hard in rough areas. Like 





The engine is done in black and 
polished aluminum. The new fin 
design helps to keep things cool. 


Spokes come out from inside the 
polished front hub. The idea is 
imaginative, and really works great. 


stutter bumps. It's then that you can 
easily distinguish a little fork flex as the 
handlebars begin to wiggle around and 
the front tire seem to be searching for a 
smoother, easier line. Nothing to get 
wide-eyed about, but it does tend to 
bother you at times. 

We found the tire pressure of ten in 
front and eight in the rear to be just right 
for the VR on a dry, dusty course. In the 
mud, you're on your own. For some 
reason the VR has an allergy to wet 
tracks. The front wheel likes to wander 
about when you're executing a turn that 
is tight and quick. It dropped us twice on 
tacky courses. If your moto comes up 
right after the water truck has made a 
pass, you've got to be extra careful with 


. the front wheel. If you sit way over the 


tank, it won't wash out as readily. But 
the incentive is there. 

On dry courses the VR seemed almost 
on its own. It gave you a feeling of being 
along just for the ride. You could smash 
it into berms or square off the corner. If 
you're the flashy type you can pitch it 
sideways and broadslide your way 
through the same turn, flat-track style. 
The amount of talent that the VR 
exhibits is only limited to your riding 
ability. 
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If you look 
close you can 
see the small 
tab that helps 
you align the 

handlebars 

after they're 
taken off. 


How 
would you like to 
get behind this? us 


We also discovered that the VR is an 
extremely forgiving machine. А couple of 
times we got in trouble, mainly due to 
rider error. You see, the VR is quiet as 
far as engine exhaust noise, but it does 
admit a bit of internal noise. The end 
result is that sometimes you don't seem 
to be going as fast as the ground will 
indicate. We overcooked a couple of 
corners. 

But the VR came out unscathed. 
Possibly the long wheelbase (56.3 inches) 
coupled with the 30 degrees of steering 
head angle and over five inches of trail, is 
the best combination for a motocross 
machine. It allows the expert to be 
precise and quick. It allows the junior to 
fumble around, making lots of mistakes, 
without going home with four million 
strawberries. 

Because of it's light weight and long 
wheelbase, the VR is also at home in the 
rough bumps found on many straight- 
aways. Just point the machine where you 
want to do it, dial on the gas and it gets 
there sooner than you might expect. The 
Pirelli hooks up, the wheelbase helps to 
keep it straight and the light weight 
allows you to make corrections easily. 
There should be no reason why you're 
being left behind in a straightaway with 
the new Montesa. If any it's lack of rider 
courage to crack open the throttle. 

As a flyer, the VR seems to have circus 
blood. Cross-ups are neat. Everybody 


' likes to do them, but unfortunately many 


machines aren't capable of such feats. 
Since the VR is so light, skinny and low 
to the ground you can clutch it in 
between your knees and flick it sideways. 
It doesn't go into spasms, nor does it 
twitch about. And if you launch it and 
for some reason it goes into the 
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atmosphere a little squirrely, a little 
pressure on the right side will bring it 
about'straight and true. 

Brakes on the bike are not only the 
best looking binders found on a 
motocross machine but also work 
extremely well. Cast in aluminum, the 
hubs shine with a gleam that makes you 
hate to take the bike into the muck. The 
conical rear brake is operated by a 
cable/rod apparatus which Montesa 
claims to be the best of both worlds. The 
front hub is unique in that there is no 
flange for the spokes. It's a good thing 
too. The front hub has very little 
triangulation which will cause the front 
wheel to twitch in the rough stuff unless 
the spokes are kept at maximum 
tightness. The rear wheel however, has 
very massive triangulation which gives it 
an indestructible look and feel. 

The brakes on both wheels cooperated 
with you just like the rest of the machine 
does. Both need to be applied very 
liberally. The front is a three finger 
affair. We can almost hear most of you 
saying right now that your bike only 
needs one or two fingers to operate the 
brakes. Most of you that follow this 
practice are either using the front brake 
so sparingly that it still has the original 
dust in the shoes, or you're running disc 
brakes with hydraulic lines. | 

Brakes are meant to be used with at 
least three, preferably four fingers. The 
VR demands three. When you use four 
obviously you can stop even quicker. 


With three fingers there is still enough 
precision and stopping power to get you 
decellerated so suddenly that the guys 
behind will be all over the place trying 
not to rear end you. This can be used to 
your advantage. If someone is riding your 
tail and you want to shape him, take full 
advantage of the VR’s brakes. Wait till 
the very last millisecond to hit the 
binders, and hit them with all your 
might. The guy behind is naturally going 
to hit his brakes too, but unfortunately 
for him, his bike doesn’t stop as well as 
yours. As you leave the corner look over 
your shoulder and smile at him as he 
heads over the top of the berm, on his 
way toa DNF. 4 

The опу time Ше brakes will let you 
down is after a long water crossing. 
Notice we said long. In the usual run of 
the mill, dash-into-dash-out crossings, 
you don’t have to worry. You can go 
through these all day without any bad 
after effects. But if you’re going to travel 
upstream for about fifteen or twenty feet, 
you’d better be sure that the brakes are 
well dried out before you go blasting 
back down the big hills. The main reason 
we mention this is that the VR makes a 
good trail machine. Many of them will 
possibly end up on cowtrails and back 
roads across the country. Below the 
optimum powerband mentioned before, 
is a nice prodd-like space, just full of 
torque and ready to cooperate all day. 

After riding the machine for some 
time, you begin to really appreciate the 
bits and pieces that make it such a fine 
piece of motocross machinery. For 
instance the fenders. Most of the flexible 
fenders that you find on motocross bikes 
tend to break at the mounting brackets, 
due either to inferior plastics, bad 





——— TENE 
One of the secrets of the good 
suspension is the inclined shocks. 
Montesa was working with cantilever 
suspension systems twenty years ago. 


moldings, or unwise placement of the 
brackets. The VR’s fenders are manu- 
factured here in the United States and 
are shipped over to the factory for 
assembly. We checked them after every 
ride and they didn’t so much as reveal a 
hint of a crack. | 

The handlebars are also a trick little 
item that no one else carries. Where the 
bars mount to the clamps there is a small 
tab of metal with the word ''Montesa" 
stamped in it. Imprinted on the 
mounting bracket are the numbers one 
through five. You find your favorite 
position for mounting the bars and 
remember the setting. For example you 
might like the bars set with the T 
matching up to the number 2. Every time 
you take off the bars and put them back 
on, they are set in exactly the same 
position. - 

Montesa also saw fit to throw a little 
ingenuity into the gas tank. You know 
how the decals and side paint on your 
tank always seems to come off from 
constant rubbing by your leathers? Now 
with the Montesa its almost impossible. 
The letters are indented and painted 
silver. There is however some of the usual 
pinstriping on the lower portion of the 
tank which will disappear with time. But 
the Montesa emblem is on for good. Not 
that it matters much. Once someone gets 
behind that rear knobby they’ll know 
exactly what kind of bike it is (or was). 

There are now spare engines available 


trom Montesa for those riders who are 
really serious about campaigning the 
bike on a circuit. Instead of making do 
with one bike because you can’t afford 
two, you can save up your pennies and 
buy a spare engine. The cost is naturally 
a lot cheaper than buying another 
complete bike, and saves tremendously 
on extra space in the van. 

The VR’s frame is a combination of 
metals. Chrome-moly is used for the 
quadrangle that houses the engine and 
for the swinging arm. The rear section 
and fender mounting tab are made of 
milder steel in order to keep production 
costs down. All the welds are clean and 
strong looking. Special attention has 
been taken to the forward engine 
mounts. Last year the engine bolted to a 
triangle plate and then to the frame. This 
year two plates are used instead of one, 
giving you almost double the strength 
and life expectancy. 

Bronze bushings with heavy duty seals 
support the swing arm’s constant 
movements. The seals are to retain oil 
inside the pivot shift of the arm. There is 
a filler plug above each half of the shaft 


which should be topped.off before each. 


outing to insure long life. All cables are 
nylon lined and equipped with an oil 
fitting and a dust cover for the fitting. By 
removing a single nut at the rear fender 
hook, or taking off the side cover, the seat 
can be removed to service the standard 
Twin Air element. 

The entire machine is decked out in a 
gloss black frame, flat black fenders and 
an orangish-red fiberglass fuel tank 
emblazoned with silver letters. Every- 
thing else, with the exception of seat, 
pipe and tires, is polished aluminum. It 
glows. As if someone spent an entire 
afternoon polishing it. 

The transmission is housed inside the 
polished aluminum inner cases. With a 
down for first pattern, it produces clean 
shifts, without having to worry about 
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Powerband 
Acceleration 


Transmission 
(5) Ratios 
(5) Operation 
Suspension 
(5) Front 
(5) Rear 
Brakes 
(5) Front 
(5) Rear 
General Handling 
Miscellanea 
(5) Starting 
(5) Rider Comfort 
(5) Quality of Craftsmanship .... 
(5) Riding Maneuverability 
(5) Tires 
(5) Noise Level 


100 pts. 


Overall rating 








` false neutrals. Clutchless shifts are 


simple and don't require any extra 
pressure of the foot to complete. Clutch 
action is smooth and predictable as is Ше. 
norm with Montesas. Lever pressure is 
moderate though not tiring. If you fall on 
the levers they will bend quite willingly. 
Bending them back is an area left up to 
the professional. And there aren't too 
many professional lever-bender-backers 
in the country. 

Overall we felt that the VR is one of 
the most potent and top rated motocross 
machines out today. It can easily outclass 
most of the Japanese offerings, both in 
appearance and functions. We think that 
you'll see quite a sudden uprising in the 
popularity of the Montesa VR. Pro- 
fessionals and novice riders alike will 
discover that the VR is precise, forgiving, 
just plain beautiful to look at, and most 
of all, an excitingly fun machine to ride. js. 

Y 





Suggested Retail Price: $1398.00 
ENGINE 
Engine type 
Boreand stroke, mm 
Displacement, cc 
Horsepower/rpm (claimed) 
Torque/rpm (claimed) 
Compression ratio 
Air filtration 
Carburetion 
Lubrication 
Ignition 


DRIVE TRAIN 
Transmission 


Clutch type 
Primary drive 
Final rivelato о 1:5.09 


CHASSIS 


Chassis type 

Overall length, in 

Seat height, in 

Ped height n oci а ври 9.5 

Ground clearance, п.................. 8.5 

Wheelbase, in 

Weight (as tested), Ib 

FR/RR wt. bias, percentages 

Тез ПОПЕ Е 3.00 x 21 
COOP ьа еее ОМИ 4.50 x 18 
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н ae Re a aui oc 5 ЕЦ СОА ee een а а ОБОМА 


The Six Day 

Qualifier That 

The Penton Name 

| Cleaned House Оп! 





When your minute comes up, then you get to start your 
machines for the first time. They must start within one 
minute to avoid getting penalty marks. From the impound 
it's through the city streets to the mountains.. 


64/POPULAR CYCLING 





The Trask Mountain qualifier is one of 
several two-day trials events held around 
the United States to simulate the 
International Six Days Trials (ISDT). 
The purpose of the trials is to establish 
which riders are the best to represent the 
United States at ISDT which will be held 
in Spain in 1974. 

Unlike an enduro event the qualifiers 
are designed to reach a checkpoint 
"before a predetermined time. The 





difference between the enduro and 
qualifier is that in a qualifier you can 
reach the checkpoint before your minute 
but you cannot check through until your 
designated time. The speed average is 
generally around 25 mph but this 
requires a rider to maintain a constant 
hustle to arrive on time and hopefully 
early. If the rider is late and does not 
check through the checkpoint on his 
minute, then he is penalized. Any loss of 
marks (penalty points) at all for the two 
days and there is not any chance of being 
a gold medalist. Another reason most 
riders want to arrive early is to perform 
some maintenance on their machine. 
Again, in an ISDT qualifier event, the 
idea is to do everything the same as the 
actual run itself so the only person 
allowed to perform any of this 
maintenance is the rider, and, he must 
not have any outside assistance of parts, 
‘tools, even to the point of someone 
holding the machine up for him. In 
essence an ISDT rider has to bea 
qualified rider апа mechanic. 
This year Trask was blessed with 
Malcolm Smith has time for a 
traditional smile while comfortably 
winding his way through the woods. 
He wanted rain. 


California weather. The sun was shining 
both days and making ideal riding 
conditions. For Oregon, the weather was 
unusually good. Good weather also 
accounted for more riders than normal 
being able to maintain their gold medals, 
but, the course is still not that easy. 
Saturday's route covered 200 miles while 
Sunday's went 218 miles, both courses 
different. This makes for a long day's 
ride as the riders leave the impound area 


While some of the trails were 
open, there were those that were 
handlebar width. 


Dane Leimbach's was the only 100cc 
machine to receive a Gold medal. 





at 7:00 a.m. and return about 3:30 p.m. 
А qualifier course generally covers every 
type of terrain that the area has to offer 
which for the Trask event included 
everything from the city streets, to fire 
roads, thick forests, streams and rocks. A 
good rider found it a comfortable scenic 
ride while those not conditioned for this 
type of event either quit or fell behind the 
pace more than the one hour allowed. 

Many riders had comments about the 
course that ranged from neat-and-hard 
to easy. Malcolm Smith was hoping for 
the rain to come as he is very accustomed 
to forest riding in the wet weather and 
felt he would better his odds of winning 
overall. Then there were the riders like 
Larry Roesler who is a 16-year-old rocket 
in the Southern California desert. For 
him this was his first time at dodging the 
twigs and clicking the handlebars off the 
tree trunks. He was spending his first day 
of getting his head together on the 
different style. The Pentons were happy 
to be back in the forests as the qualifier 
previously to Trask was in the California 
desert and was more like a 
hare-and-hound. There the California 
desert stars put the victory spoils in their 
camper and not the usual Penton camp. 
It was not to be a repeat of the previous 
event. 

Penton had the best chance to win 
overall. The majority of the bikes entered 
were Pentons with a few Husqvarnas, 
Ossas, Rokons and Bultacos rounding 
out the contestants. We did see a Honda 
four-stroke and a 360 Yamaha enduro, 
too. In fact, Bryon Farnsworth, who is 
one of the Research and Development 











employees for Kawasaki was riding a 
Penton. We couldn’t resist the 
opportunity to ask why, especially when 
he was all decked out in his Kawasaki 
green leathers and signs on his helmet. It 
was no big secret Kawasaki is in the 
process of building an ISDT-style bike 
and Farnsworth wanted to see what 
made the Penton such a great machine, 
so he entered it to learn. We forgot to ask 
him if Jack Penton sponsored him. 

Like any race event, there were great 
stories to be told after each day’s riding, 
but the classic was the one Preston 
Petty told the judges when pulling into 
the impound area after Saturday’s 
round. To begin with, you must know 
that Trask is in Petty’s backyard as 
Oregon is where all those PP plastic 
fenders come from. You also must 


Sometimes there just isn't enough 
room for your foot. 





understand that you are not supposed to 
deviate from the marked route. 
Somehow, however, Preston pulled into 
the impound with a spotless 250 Penton 
at the end of the first day when everyone 
else's was packed with mud. The tech 
personnel asked what the deal was, with 
a very suspicious smile. Petty, without 
losing a straight face started describing 
the most elaborate crash scene you would 
ever want to hear. It sounded something 
like: “Аз I was really gassin' it down this 
fire road, I came to this turn, which I 
proceeded to miss... I was really lucky 
though cause after I got to the bottom of 
this 80-foot drop-off, I landed in this big 


You have to be your own mechanic to 
ride Six Days. The Penton team arrives 
early to their checkpoint to clean and 
check the machines before leaving on 
their designated minute. 
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His helmet says 
Kawasaki and 
the gas tank says 
Penton, but we 
know it’s Bryon 
Farnsworth and 
he works for 
Kawasaki. He 
was a Gold 
medalist in the 
350 class. 


Steve Hurd 
finished second 
with a Gold 
medal. He’s a 
California Penton 
dealer. 































The engines were supposed to be very 
quiet. This was the procedure to 
approach the decibel meter. 


stream of water... I came out like Mr. 
Clean," so described Petty. The judges, 
trying to be equally as serious as Pres, 
knew that he was familiar with the town 
and felt that Pres just got there so early 
that he went over to his local 25-cent car 
wash and cleaned the bike before 
impounding it for the night. They let the 
matter drop, but we'll let you imagine 
which story is true. 

Тпе humor of the event wasn't over. 
The Penton team seemed to be tired of 
renting cars wherever they went so this 
time a group of guys got together and 
purchased an old Buick for fifty bucks. 


Needless to say, the car earned their 
respect after the team literally utilized it 
for the two days and it was still running 
when they left. 

While many of the riders were joyous 
because the day went well for them, there 
were those who had their problems. Mike 
Hannon, of Bultaco Services in 
California, broke a gas tank after a 
collision with a Rokon early in the first 
day. Dave Ekins, another Bul team rider, 
was missing with an injury from a 


Preston Petty ignores the log laying in 
the trail as he tries to make up time. 
Why is his bike cleaner than 

the others? 


previous event so the chances of Bultaco 
dethroning the Pentons went poof early. 
Because of the good weather and many 
riders feeling that the 22 mph average of 
Saturday was too easy, the pace was 
stepped up to 26 mph. This put more 
pressure on many of the riders but still 
all the Penton teams kept the push on. 
As it ended up the entire team had golds 
so the difference for the overall winning 
time was determined by the bonus points 
which are obtained in the special tests 
conducted each day. The special terrain 
tests are timed runs over a measured 
course. The quickest time over the course 
earns the fewest points. As usual, the 
race for the win was in the special tests. 


Rokons have become more popular in 
the ISDT-style events. They are in the 
Gold Medal bracket now! 


RESULTS ON PAGE 81 
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C-5 Roger DeCoster 


C-6 Flying Yamaha 








C-4 Motocross start at Carlsbad 
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When using cotter pins on nuts that 
have a specific torque range follow the 
same procedure as exercised previously 
with the wire. Tighten the nut to the low 
side of the specified torque range and if 
necessary continue tightening until the 
slot aligns with the hole. But, in no case 
should you exceed the high side of the 
‘torque range. 

It is permissable to use either lock wire 
or cotter pins on castellated nuts. The 
preferred method for cotter pins is 
illustrated in Figure 3. There is an 
alternate method in which the cotter pin 
is mounted normal to the axis of the bolt 
or 90 degrees to the preferred method. 
The alternate method is only recom- 
manded in cases where there is a lack of 
room or where the pin could become a 
snag in the preferred method (see 
Figure 4). 

Upon installation, should the cotter 
pin protrude above the nut castellation 
by more than SO percent of the pin 
diameter, a washer should then be used 
under the nut. If more than two washers 


А Cut upper prong for clearance апа 
Examples of Fig.3 also to preventit from becoming a 
PREFERRED METHOD  snag. 


Cut prong flush or below end of bolt to prevent it from becoming a snag. 
Bend upper prong until it touches bolt. 
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There’s a place for cotter pins, too! 


By Gregory Bahrman 





>> 





are required, а shorter fastener should be 
used. 

The Pin diameter selected should be 
the largest nominal diameter which the 
hole will accommodate. Length should 
be determined by each individual 
application. See Figure 5 to determine 
length of cotter pins in applications 
where there is no nut. 

Install the pin with the head all the 
way in the slot of the nut before bending 
the prongs. The axis of the eye should be 
at right angles to the bolt shank. Bend 
the prongs so that the head of the pin 
and the upper prong are firmly seated 
against the bolt or stud. The upper prong 
may be trimmed so that it does not 
protrude above the stud where it could 
become a snag as in Figure 3. 

In applications where there is no nut, 
install the cotter pin with the axis of the 
eye parallel to the shank of the clevis pin 
or rod. Bend the prongs around the rod 
as shown in Figure 5. Cotter pins should 
always be installed so they are snug or 
tight but not overstressed. Always use à 
new cotter pin at each installation. E 


Examples of Fig. 4 
Bend prongs around nut or cut as required. 


COTTER PIN INSTALLED IN ROD 


Examples of Fig. 5 


pe 


Imaginary Line 


Min. length of cotter pin should be approx 60? as shown. 


tangent to the pin as shown. 
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Max. length of cotter pin should be no longer than an imaginary line drawn 
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MOTOGROSSER 
FIT FOR 


УАМАНА 5 360 GETS MORE APPEALING 
FOR THE ON AND OFF ROADER! 


It seems thay many of the Japanese 
manufacturers weren’t really taking the 
enduro market that seriously. They make 
beautiful street machines, rugged and 
functional motocross machines and an 
occasional trials. The enduro machines 
seem to be overshadowed. It appears as 
though they make the enduro machines 
from the leftover chrome of the street 
bikes and a slight and usually nonfunc- 
tional hint of the motocross machines. 

But now a few of the Japanese fac- 
tories, Yamaha in particular, have 
realized that the enduro field is more 
important than they had been lead to 
believe. Yamaha went into a little re- 
search and discovered that many of their 
would-be motocrossers never knew the 
meaning of starting gates or berms. They 
were being converted into enduro 
mounts. Although Yamaha could have 
been very content with that, they decided 
to save the consumer a few hours and 
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make themselves a few bucks by offering 
a more appealing machine. 

The new Yamaha DT360 Enduro is 
based primarily on their motocross 
machine. It uses the same basic frame as 
that found on the 360, 250, and 500 
motocrosser. The fenders are also of the 
same likeness, being high and flexible. A 
21-inch front wheel adorns the machine. 
Motocross bars, although they are 
shrouded with the usual lights and acces- 
sories, are in general, good bars for bush 
banging. 

Getting back to the frame, it is 
I.5-inch longer than the offering of last 
year, thus a lot of the hopping and 
radical jostling is eliminated. If you set 
the new Yammie up next to the old, you 
couldn't tell that much difference, up to 
about 45 mph or so. After that, the new 
machine will easily pull away from the 
old tank slapper. The frame that was 
meant to be a motocrosser has suddenly 
turned a mediocre enduro mount into a 
pleasurable ride. 

Another attribute to the better 
handling is the lower center of gravity. 
With the new frame, the Yamaha sits 
closer to the ground. Thus much of the 
top-heavy feelings are gone. Highsides 
were easily performed with the older 
machines. Now you have to work at it. It 
allows the rider to maintain his balance 


The end of the exhaust pipe is met- 


by an abundance of wires and turn 
signals. It takes a bit of practice 

to mount and dismount the 
machine without catching your leg 
on the taillight. 


easier, and enables you to ride with less 
effort and worry. 

The suspension is a bit mushy, but is 
the best Japan has offered yet. Although 
you don't want motocross-type suspen- 
sion on your machine, you also don't 
want street-like smoothness. The 360 
Yamaha hits a point somewhere in- 
between. The suspension is soft enough 
to float over the small irregularities of the 
trail, yet it will still give you an impulse 
through the bars when something solid is 
struck. You can pack double, although 
there are no footpegs for the passenger. 
The rear shocks are Themal Flow units, 
but are smoother than those found on the 
motocross machine. You can adjust 
them, so no problems should be had as _ 
far as rider's weight is concerned. 

At about 2000 rpm the detuned moto- 
cross engine will start to pull. Nothing 
exciting, nothing scary, but good de- 


pendable power. You don't have to worry 
about it coming on in a rush like the 
motocross machine. Yamaha has seen fit 
to tame down the engine a bit, allowing 





The front end is bulky with turn 
indicators and speedo, It's all 
necessary for the street but if you're 
going enduro riding you would like 
to have it off. 





| you some pleasurable plonking about. 

At about 6000 rpm the engine is just 
about peaked. You can go higher in revs, 
but you won’t get as much response. 
Anywhere inbetween the two-and-six 
figures will give you ample power to get 
out of sticky situations. 

The gearing is a bit on the high side, 
too high for those really close winding 
j goat trails. In these instances, you might 
| have to depend оп Ше clutch. Оп Ше 

usual winding slow trail, you should. have 

no problems. If your heart so desires, you 
| сап еуеп {аКе Ше тасһїпе оп Ше 
| freeway. 
| Unfortunately, Yamaha didn’t see fit 
| to include Ше motocross brakes on Ше 
enduro machine. The typical motocross 
front brake will stop you no matter what 
the conditions. The rear brake is a little 
touchy. The enduro brakes are a little 
mushy. You can stop well during the 
normal riding routine, but if you ever 
should have to make a real panic stop, 
| Ше brakes might not have all you want. 
If the machine was coupled with the 


















motocross brake in front and the enduro 
binder in rear, it would be perfect. As 
they sit, a little improvement could be 
warranted. 

One thing that we have to stand up 
and applaud Yamaha about is the new 
chain. It is a D.I.D. model by the same 
folks that bring you the rims. It doesn't 
have the usual taffy effect found in many 
of the Japanese machines. This chain 
actually didn't stretch 400 feet while we 
tested the bike! It's quite an improve- 
ment over the typical rubber band 
garbage! 

Considering that the bike is meant for 
both on and off road use, the lighting 
isn't all that bad. Of course the turn 
indicators do get in your way, but you 
could probably get by the local law en- 
forcement without them. Hand signals 
are perfectly legal. The headlight is there 
for nighttime riding. If in your state it is 
not required to run your lights during the 
day, that's one more item that you could 
remove. This only leaves you with a bulky 
taillight assembly which you learn to 
ignore after a while. 

For those of you who have to leave all 
the garbage on, the Yamaha isn't all that 
bad when it comes to electricals. The 
headlight is bright enough to enable you 
to see down those dark alleys, although 
you wouldn't want to ride Baja with it 
alone. The turn signals work well enough 
to help keep those Cadillacs off your gas 
tank, and the rear taillight is bright 
enough to keep that 18-inch rear wheel in 
true. 

We took the Yamaha, with its little 





brother the 250, up for a ride through 
Frazier Park. At this time of year there 
was still snow on the trails at the higher 
elevations. The first section of ride 
consisted of some fast fireroads and 
pavement. Here the bigger 360 pulled 
away from the 250, and understandably 
so. The first spot of trails showed that the 
bigger bore machine was almost twice as 
good in the torque department as the 
250. It's getting a little extra punch, 
possibly from the reed valve system, that 
the 250 is lacking. 

One of the first downfalls came on the 
snow. The tires are absolutely useless in 
snow. You can't steer the bike, you can't 
turn it, and if you're headed in the wrong 
direction, you can't even stop it. The tires 
are reasonably dangerous, enough so 
that if you were contemplating riding in 
the snow, you'd better invest in a good set 
of knobbies. Those trials tires will put 
you on your ear every time. How about a 
record 13 falls in 30 feet? Our bruises 
don't lie. But the 360 isn't alone. The 250 
has the same problems. At least you have 
company when you fall down. 

On the street, the tires are just the 
opposite. They grab well, they hold and 
aid greatly in stopping the machine. Just 
take your pick. Which type of riding you 
do most, dirt or street, should determine 
the type of tires for the machine. 

One of the limitations of the 360 is the 
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Yamaha's reed-valve 
engine gives the trail 
rider good power from 
idle to cruising speeds. 
Cases are polished 
aluminum with the 
cylinder painted black 
and the edges of the 
fins are polished as well 
for highlight. 


DID chain is a new feature and didn't stretch radically 
during our test sessions. Footpegs are still poor with 
rubber covering. Dirt riders would be better off by 
changing to a motocross-style footpeg. 


72/POPULAR CYCLING 


small gas tank. With а capacity of only 
2.4 gallons, you can be lucky to get 100 
miles out of it. Seventy-five is the average 
for up and down riding, through rocks 
and such. We felt that with the large 
engines, the fact that it is a thirsty 
two-stroke, and the length of enduro 
runs these days, a larger tank is a must. 

Once again Yamaha has passed off 
those horrible footpegs. Honda can 
produce good footpegs оп their 
machines. Yamaha should be able to 
equal that. With the way they are, your 
foot easily slips off and under the peg 
when they are wet. This can very easily 
break an ankle. You’d think that after all 
the griping, they would change. But it 
does keep the accessory people in 
business. 

Overall, we were surprised with the 
new Yamaha. We expected a little rise in 
performance with the motocross frame. 


The frame works in the Enduro bike like ` 


an enduro bike should. It handles, is 
almost effortless to ride, and gives the 
rider a feel of confidence. 

Тре engine, too, is a healthy power- 
plant. The detuned motocross machine is 
just what you ordered for those steep hills 
and deep trenches. You shouldn't have 
problems getting out of spots where the 
older Yamahas are still sitting. 

Overall, the new Yamaha is exactly 
that: a new Yamaha. If the old machine 
didn't excite you enough to go out and 
buy one, we don't blame you. We weren't 
too thrilled with it either. But this year's 
model has a lot of promise. x 











NUMERICAL EVALUATION 
Starting 


Transmission 
(5) Ratios 
(Б) Operation 
Suspension 
(5b) Front 
(b) Rear 
Brakes 
: (5) Effectiveness 


(5) Waterproofing 
Handling 

(5) Low-speed maneuverability ... 

(5) High-speed stability 
Comfort 


Miscellanea 

`(5) Quality of craftsmanship 
(5) Instrumentation я 
(5) Electrics 

(5) Noise level 


100 pts. Overall Rating — 89 pts. ` 








Trials tires 

are fine for the 
street but if you 
are serious about 
riding in the dirt, 
knobbies should 
be adapted. 


YAMAHA 
360 


Suggested Retail Price: $1026 


ENGINE 

Engine type 

Bore and stroke, mm 

Displacement, cc 

Horsepower/rpm. (claimed) 

Torque/rpm (claimed) 

Compression ratio 

Air filtration wet foam 
Carburetion Mikuni VM 3088 
Lubrication i autolube 
Ignition . : ў flywheel mag 


DRIVE TRAIN 
Transmission 


Clutch type : wet, multi-disc 
Primary drive helical gears 





CHASSIS 


Chassis type double downtube 
Оуегайепа? Па еее п.а. 
Seat height, in. 

Peg height, in 

Ground clearance, in. ............ SR rh 9 
Wheelbase;in:- 2...5. care eters 55.5 
Weight, Ibs. (as tested) 

FR/RR wt. bias : 

Tires, front 
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Three across into the first turn. | wonder if they eat lunch 
together in school? 





Back in the March issue of POPULAR CYCLING we ran an 
article on High School motocross. The race was between 
Canyon and Hart High Schools and was the first school- 
against-school meet ever held in California. 

From there the ball has been rolling, and rolling at WFO 
speeds. High schools everywhere are getting into the action. 
Even a few of the private schools are beginning to bring their 
heads out of the textbooks to the sound of two-strokes. 

But the main problem of many schools is space. The football 
coaches just don't really dig on having a 450 x 18 knobby doing 
a little number on their football field. In that aspect, they are 
right. You work hard for a good football field. Throw a 
motocross race on it once and, if not properly supervised, you 
сап do-a great amount of damage. — 

Some schools cured this problem by having their races after 
the football season was over. As a matter of fact, we got one 
letter here at PC from a maintenance man who claimed that 
the knobbies helped to turn over the old grass, and this year the 
new turf is coming in better than it has ever before in the 
school's seven year history. You might throw that one at the 
school board when they don't seem to cooperate! 

But there are just some times when you can't get around the 
problem. The school won't let you hold a race on the grounds. 
Many schools have found a simple and inexpensive answer. 
Going in halves with the local track. The owner of the property 
gets the gate fee charged to all students, and the riders have a 
place to do their thing. It works out well for both sides. 

Granada Hills High School issued the threat to Kennedy 
High School, both located here in California, and the match 
was set. At first it was scheduled to be at one of the two schools 
but after the aforementioned problems, Indian Dunes was 
chosen as the site of battle. 

One of the nicest things at the races that we noticed was the 
parental involvement. It wasn't the type of supervision that you 
see at some of the mini bike races. The students were in 
complete control of this race. But the parents and teachers were 
there to help out. It was just the opposite of school. 

Many of the teachers that we talked with were extremely 
surprised at the hidden talents of their students. When we 
approached one teacher, he exclaimed, "From the way that guy 
sleeps in the back of my class all day, you'd never imagine that 
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Photos by Steve Reyes 





Strikes Again 


T: 








Janet Kline on her way to a 125 Novice placing. Yes, she 
looks good out of the helmet and leathers too. 


Russ Hoffman 
garnered a first in the 
initial moto of the 250 
Experts, but a bad 
transmission put him 
down to third in the 
overall. 


Granada 
dominates 
over Kennedy 
and moves 
closer to 

the Superbowl 
of Motocross 
Finale. 








The start of the 125 Novice always proved to be exciting, as they had more entrants than the other fields. 
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Some riders wanted their photo їп 
the magazine so badly that they 
almost killed our photographers a 
couple of times. There! Happy now? 


The 125 experts were tightly packed,’ 
and it looked as though everybody 
wanted the same line. 


he could go so tast on a motorcycle! I’m really impressed with 
what these guys can do. Now if I could only get them to pay 
attention in class..." 

Тпе track used for the High School race was the 
International course. It was specially prepared for this race, 
thus it was closed all day until the students got there. Half-day 
classes were held in order to allow the riders to get in a full 
three motos of 20-minute durations. 

With the final scores tallied, it looked as though Kennedy 
should have stayed in school. Granada completely dominated 
each class with the exception of one, the 125 expert class. In, 
that event, Joe and Rick Kehoe came through and took first 
and second. But B. Baldwin of Granada was right behind, 
just to show some force. 

One of the more exciting races of the afternoon was that of 
the 125 junior class. Tom Bice on a Suzuki was pitted against 
Bob Drake on a Honda for an every-lap battle for the lead. 
During the entire race the two riders were not more than a bike 
length apart, something you would expect to see at one of the 
bigger national races. 

And right behind the two leaders was Janet Kline. Janet, who 
usually terrorizes the Powder Puff classes, came out and raced 
with the guys to show that the female half can do just as good if 
not better than the guys. She got the hole shot on two of the 
three motos, and continued to best many of the male 125 riders 
in the class. She is definitely the fastest Powder Puff rider that 
we have ever seen. р 

The 250 expert class had quite a toss-up as to who was going 
to win. A bit of strange scoring put Tom Bates in for the overall 
win, although he DNF'd in the first moto. Bates didn't finish 
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the first heat due to electrical problems, but came back on and 
won the remaining 250 expert classes. Russ Hoffman, riding his 
Honda, won the first moto but was plagued with transmission 
problems for the remainder of the day. It isn't too easy to race 
around a course with your Elsinore stuck in fourth and fifth 
gear. Berms are a bummer. Mike Morrison, with his two 
consecutive second placings, took home the second overall 
honors. 

Many of the veteran riders would have appreciated watching 
the open event at this race. It was dominated by a big thumper, 
a 650 Triumph in a Red Line frame. Mike Sullivan came 
through on his thumper to take the overall win ahead of Bob 
Wright. Wright, incidentally, also won the 250 Novice class, 
then jumped onto his Triumph (yes, there were two of them) to 
take second in each moto. Third overall was Scott Zimmerman 
on his first time ride with a 400 CZ, sponsored by Glenn 
Wheeler. Zimmerman had the hole shot in each moto and lead 
the races for the first five laps until the large four-strokers 
caught up and showered him with rocks. 

One of the most significant aspects of this race was that it 
was a part of a series. Granada won this event. They now move 
on to challenge another school, and another, until it comes 
right down to the wire. The final event is scheduled to be held at 
the Coliseum during intermission of the Superbowl of 
Motocross. 

When this High School motocross racing idea started, we 
didn't think that it would go to such high places. Can you 
imagine sitting in an English class, knowing that you might 
qualify to run in the Superbowl this year? Sure beats playing in 
the school band on an asthmatic tuba. E 
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“That’s a good rover, now show the nice people that you 
know how to sit up and speak too!” 


This is either the 125 Novice class or the complete 
attendance of Volleyball 2, period 3. 


Scott Zimmerman held off the two 650 Triumphs for five 
laps each moto, but wasn't able to handle all that 
four-stroke thunder. 


RESULTS 


Granada/Kennedy 


100 Novice 
L. Narsa 

H. Landy 

J. Schwartz 


125 Novice 
B. Drake 


T. Bice 
J. Kline 


125 Expert 
J. Kehoe 
R. Kehoe 
B. Baldwin 


250 Expert 
T. Bates 

M. Morrison 
R. Hoffman 


250 Novice 

B. Wright 

S. Daley 

D. McCutcheon 


Open 
M. Sullivan 
3 = B. Wright 
ue : S.Zimmerman 








FIRST THE GOOD NEWS 


Kar-Fot has introduced a kit that 
makes converting the swing-arm on the 
Honda XR-75 a simple matter. With the 
conversion you get five and a half inches 
of rear wheel travel and better handling. 
Now for the bad news. Your stock 
shocks and pipe will have to be replaced. 
Ouch! 

The kit retails for $12.95 plus $1.50 for 
handling and postage and includes a pair 
of 1/8-inch thick cold rolled steel 
stiffening gussets, two threaded “T” 
head bushing, and all of the hardware 
necessary to secure the bottoms of the 
shocks to the arm. (The stock top shock 
mounts are retained.) 

Kar-Fot Products, 2565 Thames Place, 
Dept. PC, Hollywood, Calif. 90046. Calif 
residents add six percent sales tax. 





GUESS AGAIN 


This photo came to our new products 
editor without an explanation. Goodrich 
(without the blimp) Products provided an 
explanation a few days later. 

The machine is a new Кіпа of coconut 
shelling lathe which has nothing to do 
with motorcycles but we thought that 
you might ask your friends what it is and 


see the interesting responses that you. 


get. 
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NO HORSEPOWER 


_ Hang gliders have been providing half 
time entertainment at various races 


throughout the country, and a lot of 
motocross racers have been asking for 
more information on the sport—‘‘those 
guys are crazy.” ? 

Hang Gliding: The New Freedom is ап 
award winning sound/color 15 minute 
film, available for a $25 rental fee from 
Oxford Films, 1136 N. Las Palmas Ave., 
Los Angeles, Calif. 90038. 

The film includes the beginner’s 
amusing efforts and the breathtaking 
grace of the advanced pilot. If your 
motocross club is interested make sure 
that you reserve the film well ahead of 
schedule. 





HERE’S THE ADDRESS 


You might remember the story in PC a 
few months ago on handlebars. Quite a 
few people have been asking about the 
solid aluminum bars. Inter-Am sells these 
nice little additions for your bike and 
claims that they are twice as strong as 
chrome-moly and almost four times 
stronger than the traditional #1018 mild 
steel bars. Lab reports are available on 
request. For more info contact: Frank 


„Lovell Inter-Am Bike Supplies, Inc., 751 


Monroe Way, Placentia, Calif. 92670. `" 








IS PLASTIC 


Preston Petty is going to put the oil 
companies out of business next year 
when he comes up with plastic gas. This 
year Preston has a plastic Headlight/ 
Number Plate. The unit mounts directly 
to the fork tubes and will accept a 
standard four and a half inch G.E. (or 
equivalent) or Stanley headlamp. For 
more information write to Preston Petty 
Products Inc., 403 N. Main St., Newberg, 
Oreg. 97132. 








CHESTY 


With the big horsepower bikes you 
can expect those rocks to leave big 
bruises if you don't have the right 
protection. Jim Davis introduces the 
latest chest, arm and shoulder protector 
now featuring a strong plastic covered 
area for your chest. Don't go un- 
protected from a crash or the rocks, 
check with your local Jim Davis dealer 
for further information. 


THREAD BARE 


Damaged metric threads of any 
diameter can be renewed easily with а‘ 
new metric thread file introduced by Jaw 
Manufacturing Company. 

The Nu-Thread No. 8 metric thread file 
repairs right or left-hand threads in pitch 
sizes 0.75тт, 1.00тт, 1.25тт, 
1.50mm, 1.75mm, 2.00mm, 2.50mm, and 
3.00mm. Write to Jaw Manufacturing 
Company, 39 Mulberry St., Reading, Pa. 
19603. 





NOT SO NEW 


Bell Helmets are not new but their 
two-year guarantee is. The new 
guarantee covers any defective materials 
and workmanship on any of Bell's 
helmets. Also if a Bell helmet has been 
damaged in an accident, you get a free 
inspection and they will send you a 
written report of the damage plus a cost 
estimate for the necessary repairs. 





TRUE WHEELS 


Rowe Products now has a wheel 
trueing stand that can be used free 
standing on the floor or bench, bolted to 
the bench permanently Sr the base plate 
may be held in the vise. 

Wheels may be held by the axle in the 
upper axle slot in the stand or by the 
bearings with the axle removed on 
centers. Wheel shown in stand is a 
3.00x22 speedway wheel. Write to Rowe 
Products, 9015 E. Compton Blvd., 
Bellflower, Calif. 90706. 











HOW-TO BASICS 


The Boonie Book written by Carl 
Shipman not only covers all of the 
questions.that you've been too em- 
barrassed to ask your friends, but also 
has. many tips for the "experienced" 
rider. Techniques covered include every- 
thing from how to start your bike on the 
first kick (you need three people) to the 
fine art of riding up the sides of pine 
trees. 

The publisher is so sure that you will 
like the book that he guarantees your 
bucks back. Get it from your dealer or 
direct from H.P. Books, Box 5367, Dept. 
PC, Tucson, Ariz. 85703. Send $5.95 plus 
30 cents for shipping. 





Quality products 


for the rider 
who knows the difference 








CHEAPER THAN A NEW CARB 


When the old carb starts to head south 
you might be able to save a few bucks by 
getting one of these new carb rebuild kits 
from Lakewood Cycle, 4800 Briar Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio, 44135. The Teflon- 
coated needle and seat is a vast 
improvement over the stock unit and 
gives accurate fuel metering through all 
speed ranges. Cost is $5-$7. 


— 


CHEAPER THAN A NEW PIPE 


№ you have purchased a new Suzuki 
TM 250 and want to keep it that way 
you're going to need some insurance. 
Fun ‘п Fast has introduced a skid plate to 
protect your low pipe and cases. The 
plate is made of 16 gauge steel, part 
number SP49. Price is $21.95. For further 
information, contact your local Suzuki 
dealer, or Fun ‘n Fast, 18143 Napa St., 
Northridge, Calif. 91324. 





MOTOCROSS TRAINER? 


Not exactly, this Menlo trainer fits 
most popular make bikes and is a nice 
alternative to having your foot run over 
tryihg to teach someone to ride. 

These units are being offered to High 
School and Commercial Drivers' Educa- 
tion Courses. Details are available from 
Menlo Engineering, P.O. Box 777, 
Milwaukee, Wis. 53201. 


MORE POOP FOR THE PUCH 


Cycle Products West has a Compe- 
tition Kit for the 125 and 175 Puch. The 
kit includes a pipe ($49.95), ported barrel 
($50.00) and a machined head ($22.95). 
With a little quick addition you will note 
that the individual parts add up to 
$122.90, but if you buy everything 
together it goes out the door for $110.00. 
Let's hear it for the new math. CPW, 
11900 W. Pico Blvd., W. Los Angeles, 
Calif. 90064. 

















1031 West Brooks St., Ontario, 
California 91762 (714) 986-4537 
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... With these Great Publications just for cycle lovers. 
From the editors of POPULAR CYCLING ... these outstanding magazines tell it like it is! 
Here’s everything you want to know about bikes. ORDER YOURS NOW! 


HOW TO RIDE 
MOTORCYCLES No, 2 


` This is the new revised—How 


to Ride Motorcycles. Here's 
everything you need to 
know about riding. Not just 
for the beginner, there's a lot 
to learn from the technical 
as well as the testing skills 
pooled to make this the best 
magazine of its type on the 
market. You'll learn new 
control and ease... it’s all 
down in simple to follow 
instructions and 
illustrations. .... $2.00 


WILD WORLD OF 
MINI MOTORCYCLES 


Here's complete coverage of 
the mini motorcycle scene. 
Features: Racing, Safety 
Duds for the mini 
rrotorcyclist. Road Tests: 
Indian, Alsport/Steens, 
Suzuki, Bultaco, Honda, 
Holder, Yamaha, Tri-Sport, 
Speedway Widow Maker 
and the Hop Rod! ... plus 
many informative technical 
articles make this the most 
comprehensive guide to 
mini motorcycles available 
anywhere. ... 81.25 


$200 э 


Featuring Ро Tips From: АКЕ JONSSON’ ROGER DeCOSTER. 
AN. ROBERTS - ROLF ПВЗИМ PRESTON PETTY - ROG EDWARDS 


Everything from STREET to COMPETITION 


NITRO-FÜELED ста 
BONNEVILLE MINI! С, 


MINI RACERS 


HONDAS LATEST ни 
ЗШТИКІ-ҮАНАНА — 
NONI DEO em, 


[E Ала, 


WILD WORLD 
OF HONDA 


The fascinating success story 
of Honda technology. Our 
motorcycle experts have 
personally evaluated and 
reported on all the popular 
models to help you select 
the right bike for your 
needs, Complete unbiased 
coverage in numerous road 
tests, For the 
do-it-yourselfers we have 
technical articles on 
rebuilding, troubleshooting, 
and various hop-up tips. $1.75 


SUPER BIKES 
FOR STREET 


The most comprehensive 
coverage of all the super 
heavy street machines 
available to you. Sixteen big 
road tests, complete specs, 
super tuning, drag bikes, 
insurance and. much more, 
Each bike has been carefully 
tested and evaluated by 
professionals to give you all 
the information you need to 
select your own super bike. 
Over 140 pages. .... $1.75 


osaunmmuEEREEHEEHEEEEEEREEEEEESESSSEEEERERA 
POPULAR 


СУС Li ү G Lee Angas Calf. 9 
Los Angeles, Calif. 90049 


Please send me the issues | have checked below. | have added NAME 
25¢ postage/handling for each copy to my payment of 


TELAM ADDRESS 


Г] HOW TO RIDE MOTORCYCLES No.2 1 

Г] WILD WORLD OF MINI MOTORCYCLES . :..$1. CITY 

O WILD WORLD OF HONDA 4 

Г] SUPER BIKES FOR STREET і ЅТАТЕ 21Р 
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AFA 

Buy 
Original 

Performance 







From the people who 
supply electrical equipment 
to Honda, Suzuki, 
Yamaha and Kawasaki 


NIPPONDENSO of Los Angeles, Inc. 
1815 Anderson Avenue 
Compton, CA 90220 (213) 639-3630 
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MOVING? 


PLEASE NOTIFY US 
4-6 WEEKS IN ADVANCE 





Name (please print) 





Address (new, if for change of address) Apt. 





City State Zip 


TO SUBSCRIBE 
TO POPULAR 
CYCLING 
check below and fill in 
your name and address 
above. Mail this form with 
your payment, and check: 
ÛJ new subscription 
L1 renew my present 
subscription 


SUBSCRIPTION 
RATES* 

L1 1 year $9.00 

LJ 2 years $16.00 

[| Payment enclosed 
ÛJ Bill me 

* U.S.A. possessions 





"заде| u10q.puas əseəjd 


'9NI19A9 YYINdOd 40 $91905 әјеоцапр BUNAD 


MAIL TO: 
POPULAR CYCLING 
131 S. Barrington PI. 
Los Angeles, 

CA 90049 


Motorcycle and 
accessory dealers: 
write for bulk rates. 
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TRASK RESULTS 





Marks 
Lost ` Medals 
B 
100cc CLASS Baines 
Dane Leimbach (Pen) 0 2583 Gold 
John Wiser (Hon) 58 2982 Bronze 


125сс CLASS 


Joe Barker (Pen) 
Tom Penton (Pen) 


2398 . Gold 
2408 Gold 


0 

0 
John Sitton (Hus) 0 2424 Gold 
Rod Bush (Pen) $ 0 2555 Gold 
Paul Danik (Pen) 0 2557 Gold 
Bill Friant (Pen) 0 2584 Gold 
Rick Munyon (Pen) 7 2763 Silver 
Walter Klemp (Hon) 13 2880 Silver 
Rod Goehring (Pen) 43 3027 Bronze 
Stanley Gaunt (Нод) 51 3005 Bronze 
Frank Gunness (Hon) 61 3001 Bronze 
175cc CLASS 
Bill Uhl (C-A) 0 2358 Gold 
Jim Jenkins (Pen) 0 2612 Gold 
Dan Young (Реп) 0 2649 Gold 
Mike McGowan (Pen) 0 2657 Gold 
Jeff Hammond (C-A) 0 2804 Gold 
Dan Armor (Hon) 0 2816 Gold 
Gordon White (C-A) 14 2490 Silver 
Ken Payne (Hus) 36 2528 Silver 
Larry Bowlin (Hon) 55 3020 Bronze 
Harold Wilkes (Pen) 63 3002 Bronze 
250cc CLASS 
Jack Penton (Pen) 0 2356 Gold 
Carl Cranke (Pen) 0 2364 Gold 
Malcolm Smith (Hus) 0 2377 Gold 
Eric Jensen (Pen) 0 2568 Gold 
Ron Lamastus (Pen) 0 2600 Gold 
Orvis Olson (Hus) 0 2609 Gold 
Dave Latham (Ossa) 0 2618 Gold 
Charlie Vincent (Ossa) 0 2623 Gold 
Don Stover (Pen) 0 2651 Gold 
John Taylor (Hon) 0.2778 Gold 
Don Cutler (Ossa) 0 2779 Gold 
Ken Harvey (Hon) 0.2790 Gold 
Jeffrey White (Hus) 3 2881 Silver 
Kim Proctor (Pen) 7 2715 Silver 
Preston Petty (Pen) 9 2715 Silver 
Edward Ortone (Hus) 15 2985 Silver 
Gene Brown (Pen) 17 3039 Silver 
.Ron Westberg (Hus) 37 2943 Bronze 
Gary Satterlee (Bul) 44 3041 Bronze 
Michael Casper (Hus) 56 2871 Bronze 
Fred Hayes (Pen) 64 3005 Bronze 
Cliff Bentson (CZ) 69 3211 Bronze 
Ken Dempsey (Pen) 73 2973 Bronze 
A.N. Pestes (Hus) 73 3752 Bronze 
Stan Cupp (Bul) 74 4059 Bronze 


Gerry Hoeffer (Bul) 102 3452 Bronze 
350cc CLASS 

Lars Larsson (Pen) 0 2581 Gold 
Steve Hurd (Pen) 0 2667 Gold 
Jim Fogle (Rok) 0 2676 Gold 
Gary Snider (Rok) 0 2729 Gold 
Jim Hollander (Rok) 0 2745 Gold 
Red Lumsden (Yam) 0 2793 Gold 
Byron Farnsworth (Kaw) 0 2800 Gold 
Herb Feulner (Yam) 0 2886 Gold 
Jim Simmons (Rok) 6 2600 Silver , 
Allan Sitton (Yam) 8 2784 Silver 
Chris Carter (Yam) 23 2772 Silver 
Mike Heuer (Hon) 39 3166 Bronze 
John Townsend (Bul) 82 3123 Bronze 


500cc CLASS 


Ken Maahs (Hus) 0 2438 Gold 
Ben Bower (Hus) 0 2553 Gold 
Bruce Kelley (Hus) 0 2637 Gold 
Ron Jeckel (Jawa) 0 2800 Gold 
2 


Brad Hatfield (Hus) 2914 Silver 

Harvey Abel (Hus) 21 2948 Silver 

Gary Vanderpool (Hus) 26 2823 Bronze 
Todd Martella (Hus) 60 3158 Bronze 
Tyler Sermon (Hus) 65 3151 Bronze 
Maynard Idleman (Hus) 66 3197 Bronze 
Bob Keyes (Hus) 100 3229 Bronze 








Sun Hat Co. 


JIM POMOROY 


Wearing his new super trick autograph 
hat. Purchase of this hat will help 
support Jim in Europe. No. 109... $1.25 


АП items available with your company 


name or logo. 


Most motorcycle brands available. 


PRO-AM 

Finest quality hat 
available anywhere. 
Color co-ordinated 
factory colors, with 
team m/c patches. 
One size fits all. 
No. 101 2. $3.95 


STROKER HAT 
Oür newest item! 
Hat comes in con- 
trasting colors. One 
size fits all. 

No. 102 .... $3.95 


M/C VISOR 

Quality made visor 
with your m/c brand 
affixed. One size 
fits all. 

Мо. 103.... $2.95 


We specialize in custom-made hats with 
your company name. 





и KAWASAKI 


vex cen 


HELMET 
-ACCESSORY BAG 
Bag is made of the 
highest quality 
heavy cloth material. 
Size 18' x 24". 

Мо. 104 .... $3.50 


ORIGINAL 
HOT HAT 
The original Hot Hat 
їп new factory col- 
ors and designs. 
Specify Small, Med- 
ium, or Large. 
No. 105 .... $1.00 
T-SHIRTS 

. S. Grand Prix 
T-Shirts by Hang 
Ten. White, Beige, 
Blue, Gold, with 6 
colors silk screened 
front and rear. Spec- 
ify color and size. 
Small, Medium, 
Large, or Extra 
Large, plus chil- 
dren’s sizes. 
No. 108.... $4.95 


TEAM STICKERS 
These giant Team 
Stickers are a full 
15” long and 4” 
high. They are made 
from the highest 


‘quality vinyl mater- 


lal. 
No. 106 ..еа. $1.00 


PATCHES 

These Patches are of 
the рез material in 
team colors. Avail- 
able in most т/с 
brands. Size: ap 
proximately 4” x 2"”'. 
No. 107 . . ea. $1.00 


# ITEM | М/С BRAND| PRICE 


Calif. Residents add 6% Tax 
TOTAL 


Name 
Street 
City- State 





Zip 


Send to HOT HATS 
17835 Sky Park Dept. РС 
Irvine, Ca 92707 

Dealer & distributor inquiries invited. 
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KLE BOOKS 


Here’s great reading on whatever 


turns you on... Racing, Dirt Riding, 
Maintenance, Tune-up, and Do-It-Yourself 
Repairs. You'll find.all the information you need 
in these carefully selected books listed below. 


ORDER YOUR CHOICE TODAY! 


Yamaha Rotary Valve Single-Cylinder Motorcycles 
1963-1971. Covers the record-selling Mini-Enduro as 
well as а number of other popular smaller models. 
Explicit text. Я d . $4.50 


Yamaha Twin-Cylinder Motor- 
cycles 1965-1972. Covers models 
ranging from 90cc to 350cc dis- 
placement and includes detailed 
maintenance and overhaul data 
for virtually every two-cycle twin 
the Yamaha has sold in the U.S., 
full discussion of theory, step-by- 
step repair procedures. $4.50 





Yamaha Single-Cylinder 5-Port Enduro Motorcycles 
1968-1972. Full maintenance and repair information 
for the most popular line of “оН-гоад” motorcycles 
sold is given in this well-written text. Covers 1968 
through the latest 1972 torque induction models. 116 
pages. qum E $4.50 


Early Motorcycles/Construction, Operation, Service. 
Today early motorcycles are looked upon with new 
interest. For those with a deep-seated yearning to 
learn more about these two-wheeled machines of the 
past, here's a book for you. $7.00 


Ducati Owner's Handbook and Workshop Manual. 
This 128-page factory-prepared manual has 18 photos 
of bikes, 140 charts, photos and fine cutaway draw- 
ings. Data is given on all 160 Junior Monza, 250 GT, 
250 Mark 3, 250 Mach 1, 250 SCR ang 350 Sebring 
models. Я $4.00 


Chilton's New Motorcycle Series. This series includes 
the most popular makes, both American and im- 
ported and even 1972 models for 
which information is available. 
Step-by-step procedures are given 
for the maintenance, tune-up, 
troubleshooting, and repair of 
every model. High performance 
modifications on many models for 
off-road racing are also included. 

Chilton’s new repair and tune- 
up guide for the: 





BSA. АП unit-construction triples, twins, and singles, 
since 1963. 2... $6.95 


BMW Motorcycle. АП ое opposed BMW 
twins imported since 1960. ... ...$6.95 


Harley-Davidson Singles. Harley-Davidson М, 
Sprint, Pacer-Scat, Super 10, 165, Hummer, Rapido, 
and Leggero models. $6.95 


| Honda Fours. Honda 750 and 500сс 4-cylinder 
models. хааа $6.95 


Honda Singles. АП Honda single-cylinder models, 
| including the new Motosport off-roading machines. 
d К ..$6.95 


Honda Twins. АП 5- 5-speed twins and (popular 4-speed 
models. / ...$6.95 


Suzuki. Triples, twins and singles. Both street and 
otEyoadimachiDes ese ass cen jus $6.95 


Kawasaki. All 2-stroke triples, twins and singles since 
196755352 Иа Мона СЕ жыш .$6.95 


Triumph Motorcycle. All unit-construction triples, 
twins, and singles since 1963. ............. - 86:95 


Yamaha. АП models since 1964, including the 
4-stroke XS1/XS2. dg AE Eo a $6.95 
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.complete handbook. Full tune-up and major repair 








Montessa Motorcycles 1965-1972. Covers the Enduro, 
Motocross, Trials and Street models, 123-360cc. $7.50 


Italian Motorcycle. Describes all of the large Italian 
makes such as Ducati, Benelli, Capri, Italjet, 
Aermacchi-Harley, etc. ти: 55:50 





Bultaco Motorcycles. 125-250cc. Spain's largest sell- 
ing make. Fae ate 


Chilton Motorcycle Guides: 

Chilton's Motorcycle Carburetion Systems. . . .$6.95 
Chilton's Motorcycle Electrical Systems. .... .$6.95 
Chilton's Motorcycle Troubleshooting Guide. . $4.95 





Yamaha. For those popular 650cc models, the XS1, 
XSIB, XS2, and TX 650 from 1969 to 1973. ...$5.50 


Tuning For Performance. How to tune any engine for 
best performance. Starts with the fundamentals and 
builds up technical know-how in concise words and 
enlarged photos and diagrams. .... 000185195, 


Triumph 500сс апа 650сс Motorcycles 1963-1971. 
Complete repair and maintenance data similar in 
presentation to all the new Clymer motorcycle books, 
Included with text are hundreds of photos, drawings 
and charts on the best selling of the British imports, 
the Triumph, 140 pages. ... .$5.50 


Husqvarna 125cc to 450cc. Full maintenance, repair 
and troubleshooting. è ва $7.50 


Нопда $ blers. 250-350сс for all years. ....$4.50 
Honda 450 Tein- Cylinder Motorcycles 1960-1973 AI | e ние уе 


models from introduction through 1973, including 4- 


те, h У Honda Twins 125-7 50сс from 1964 to 1972. Outstand- 
and 5-speed transmissions, are covered in this very 


ing text by an experienced motorcycle writer. . . $5.50 


information is also given for one of the most success- 
ful motorcycles ever sold. Many illustrations in this 
128-page text. è : : ..$5.50 


Kawasaki Triples 350-750cc. For the years 1969 to 
1972 and includes complete MA troubleshooting; 
maintenance and repair. La CH .$5.50 


Honda 750 Motorcycles — 1969-1972. Full service, 
overhaul and maintenance information for Honda's 
great four- -cylinder motorcycle through the CB 750 
K2 model is given in this beautiful 7-inch Ьу 10-inch 
manual. Also included are hundreds of photos and 
specification tables. 136 pages. * $5.50 


Suzuki Single Cylinder. А complete manual with over 
200 photos, drawings, charts and tables for 50-500 
сєз; : : $5.50 


Bridgestone Owner's Handbook and Service Manual. 
A reprint of the official shop manual covering Dual 


Twi dels. З иа 8860 
Kawasaki Single-Cylinder Motorcycles 1966-1972. Mr 


Complete details are presented in this book. АП this 
valuable information is assembled in a 110-page text 
and is supplemented with hundreds of excellent pho- 
tos and diagrams. s Et E z $5.50 


OSSA. A service/repair handbook featuring a 
carefully. prepared text, and of course, many photos, 
drawings and specifications. х acit $7.50 


Honda Single Cylinders. A repair 
book covering the 50-90cc mod- 
els. Clear, detailed text and 
illustrations makes this book 
very useful to own. Save on those 
repair bills. $5.50 


Kawasaki — Twin- and Three-Cylinder Models. First 
comprehensive U.S.-prepared tuning and service 
manual covering these advance, high-performance 
250-350cc machines. Includes complete coverage of 
the remarkable Mach III. .$5.50 





Norton Twin-Cylinder Manual. All necessary data for 
servicing and maintaining Norton Twins through 


о А $3.50 Honda Singles for 100-250cc's plus all new XL250. 


Full maintenance covering tuning, repair and over- 
haul. Have book? Will travel! Р тот ...$5.50 


ARGUS BGDKS 


131 So. Barrington PI. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 90049 


Suzuki Twin-Cylinder Motorcycles. Complete cover- 
age of the 125-500cc models through 1972 is given in 
this well-illustrated manual. Highlighting this book is 
expert tuning, repair and troubleshooting informa- 
tion. 132 pages. ..$5.50 


Motorcycle Digest. Covers every facet from nuts and 
bolts to road tests. Includes an extensive illustrated 
directory of machines and accessories complete with в 
specifications and current prices. . $5.95 


Please send. те the books I’ve indicated E 
From the first page to the below, I’ve enclosed $________ as fu 

glossary of cycle мы you will ll payment which includes 50d postage & W 
be fascinated by this “епсус1о- я handling for each book I’ve ordered. 
pedia” of dirt-riding. Photos 

clearly demonstrate techniques, E TITLE 

and many interviews make this 

an especially interesting book. a 


$6.95 B 


Tuning For Speed. Informative and practical ideas B 
for speed tuning both two- and four-cycle single and | | 
twins. М .$3.50 


Riding the Dirt by Bob Sanford. | 


PRICE 

















a Name 
Hodaka Motorcycles. Repair manual for 90cc and 
100сс from 1964 to 1972. $6.50 





Address 





Honda 350сс and 500сс Four-Cylinder Motorcycles. Bü City 
Complete service, maintenance, repair and trouble- B State Zip 


shooting SRE E E EE а aes $5.50 
PLEASE PRINT 





ALL NEW 
TWO STORY SHOWROOM 


DYAMAHA  ОНОЗОМАКМА 
OTRIUMPH  ОВОГТАСО 
ОВЅА ORICKMAN 
DJAWA-CZ ОМАІСО 
PLUS; 
LOADS OF ACCESSORIES, 


(^ USED CYCLES, 
AND SERVICE. 


13347 WASHINGTON BLVO. 
MARINA DEL REY, CALIF. 
(213) 390-3406 


Send $3 for 256 colorful page catalog 
with more than 5500 items. 


ANOTHER QUALITY PRODUCT FROM 


WEBCO 


WEBCO PRINTED SHIRTS 


Webco now has facilities for producing 
thermo-plastic imprinted T-shirts, sweat- 

«Shirts and nylon jerseys. Featuring fresh, 
original designs in brilliant, non-fading color 
that outlasts the garment itself. See your 
Webco dealer for sample display, or write 
to us for free brochure showing selections 
available. Sample prices printed one side: 
T-shirt $3.95; long or short sleeve sweat- 
shirt $6.95; rayon racing jersey $10.95. Add 
$1 for design on both sides. 


Webco catalog. . .116 pages. . .only $1.50 
SOLD THROUGH AUTHORIZED M/C DEALERS ONLY 


Wy WEBCO INC. 
BOX 429 • VENICE, CAL. 90291 











SAN JOSE MILE 


Morrison and Palmgren. Sanders was the 
first rookie in, Rockwood the best of the 
privateers. 

For Roberts it was his second mile win 
and the second time on the mile that he 
caught and passed just feets away from 
the finish. He did it last year to 
Beauchamp at Colorado Springs. 

The last lap and finish nearly took оп a 
different flavor when New Mexico’s Mike 
Collins failed to acknowledge the move- 
over flag by the starter. Scott and 
Roberts closed fast but did not catch 
Collins until just after they crossed the 
finish line. Collins stayed in the running 
groove all the way and was the only 
finisher that came close to being lapped. 

The Trophy-Final, the event that 
features the riders that just miss the 
National, was on par with the main 
event. Tom White, Ron Moore, and Tom 
Horton made a race of it the entire twelve 


` miles with Horton finally taking the lead 


on the last half lap. Four different riders 
led the race with the first three less than 
ten feet apart at the finish. 

San Jose hosted the first Junior “‘Invi- 
tational” ever held last year. In that race 
the finish was decided by inches. This 
year the top Juniors from the Western 
Region were invited to try their luck on 
the mile instead of the half-mile. 

Bruce Hanlon is a brother-in-law to 
Jimmy Odom. Bruce rode a Harley 
earlier this year at the San Jose half-mile 
and twice at Ascot for his sum total of 
experience on a big bike. 

On the line for the Invitational, Bruce 
got over-eager and was put back on the 
penalty line. That was the last that was 
seen of him until the final three laps of 
the race when he came from the back to 
pass three riders in one run to take the 
lead and go on for the win over Yamaha- 
mounted Tom Berry and Triumph- 
mounted Alex Jorgensen who had led 
most of the way. 

While San Jose hosted the first mile, it 
will also host the second mile of the year 
on July 7. Indianapolis, Syracuse and 
Oakland follow later in the year. 


s. 
The official results showed: x 
1. Kenny Roberts Calif. Yam 
2. Gary Scott Calif. H-D 
3. Gene Romero Calif. Yam 
4. Rex Beauchamp Mich. H-D 
Б. Scott Brelsford Calif. H-D 
6. Mert Lawwill : Calif. H-D 
7. Tom Rockwood Calif. H-D 
8. Pat McCaul Calif. Yam 
9. Bob Sanders Calif. Yam 
10. Rob Morrison Calif. Yam 
11. Chuck Palmgren Calif. Yam 
12. Pat Marinacci Wash. Tri 
13. Jimmy Odom Calif. Yam 
14. Terry Dorsch Calif. Yam 
15. Mike Collins N.M. H-D 
16. Mark Brelsford Calif. H-D 
17. Jim Rawls Texas H-D 
18. Hank Scott Tenn. H-D 
19. Charlie Seale Mo. H-D 
20. Roger Crump Ga. Tri 





Attention 
Motorcycling 


The most 
complete 
motorcycle 
specialty 


mail order 

accessories 
| catalog 

is now 

available. 


* Largest competition 

gear and trick stuff for you and your 
@ motorcycle. x Nationally advertised, 

quality name brand merchandise. 

ж Satisfaction guaranteed or money 

refunded. x Large inventory. 





Send for your catalog and free decal TO- 
DAY!. Only $1.00 (refündable with first 
$15.00 order). Dealers inquire on your 5 
letterhead. n 
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SPEED CENTER, U.S.A.,INC. В 


Р.О. BOX 486, BIN 261 
Costa Mesa, Calif. 92627 
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Suzuki 


ACCESSOR Y 
GUIDE 


ЗЕ ONE STOP SHOPPING 
FOR ACCFSSORIES 


3€ ONE STOP SHOPPING 
FOR PARTS ` 
























Ж ALL TYPES OF TUNING 
EQUIPMENT 


SEND $1.00 FOR CATALOG 


Ra La ED 
“hs M" Ocelot Eng 09 V" 


PRODUCTS 
ERA ET REESE 
940 Kendall Drive 
San Bernardino, Calif. 92407 


Enclosed is $1.00, please send me 
your catalog. 
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` POPULAR CYCLING/83 





А MUST 
FOR YOUR 
TOOL KIT... 


‚Напау, rugged Slim Line 
Impact Screwdriver with 
Apex tips, unbreakable 
handle, reverse mechanism 
lets you get into the hard to 
reach spots and loosen or 
tighten the “impossible” 
ones. 


GREAT STATE Ме СО С 





Accepts all standard 3/8” 
bits, bit holders and 
sockets. 


Model 3 (shown) comes 
complete with one 
straight slot and two 
Phillips bits. 


Only $12.95 at your 
dealer’s, or write — 


& 


Mn чары, ро 


eec 


GREAT STATE MFG. CORP. 
Box 364-P 
McQueeney, TX 78123 


ча 


Made п 
U.S.A. 


Patent Мо. 3,435,862 Catalog 504 





When you’re 
serious about car- 
buretion... consider 


the LAKE INJECTOR. 


Increased horsepower 
Immediate starts 


Improved gas milage 


Available for 2 & 4 cycle 
Ф000 0 
Marketed exclusively by 


INTERNATIONA 
ENGINEERING 


13240 poncbnup wy 
bellevue WD 98005 
Dept. PC 
206 746 5750 
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prevent forest fires. 
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ао дер ара теди E E | 
High performance 


ENGLE CAMS 


| 
| 
| 
FOR HONDA 750 | 
| 
I 


Write for FREE spec sheet 
| Engle Racing Cams, 1621 12 St., Santa Monica, ба. 90404 | 


BSA PARTS—NEW 8. USED 
SHIPPED ANYWHERE 
Specializing in BSA, Triumph & Ducati Repairs 


Jim Hunter Motorcycle Repair 


1140 S. Cypress, Unit A 
La Habra, CA. 90831 
(714) 525-1504 


BSA Parts 


Kawasaki Parts 


NORFOLK Box 81 Rte ТА 


Norfolk, MA 02056 
MOTORCYCLES Call (617) 384-7555 


cycle DISCOUNT supply 


Why pay more for parts & things?? 
Check our prices Before you buy!! 


Send 254 for our Illustrated catalog 
covering Custom, Trail, & “Chopper” 
Cycle parts, accessories, equipment, Re- 
pair & Maintenance Manuals, Etc. 


California Cycle Supply 
P.O. Box 192-P Fairbury, III. 61739 


MAKE YOUR MX'ER STREET LEGAL 


Send for our booklet with step by step 
instructions and diagrams covering most 
makes and models, including Yamaha SC-500 
$5.80 ppd. 


Rink-A-Dinks Yamaha 
1595 Carr St., Dept. SL, Lakewood, Colo 80215 
— Since 1955 — 


KEN MAELY 
the shoeman 
Route 2, Box 75B, 
Corona, Calif. 
Ask the man who 
wears one! $3590 
Send boot or cardboard cutout. 


plus c.o.d. 
& postage 


IMPACT 


Whether your advertising message is long or 
short you can make more than one million 
prime impressions with the next 12 issues of 
POPULAR CYCLING on your schedule. Call 
213/476-3004 Extension 54. 


$3.65 each 


Plus 25€ postage per shirt, SUPER SHIRTS 


Specify color & size 


| Dept.P PO. Вох 66147. 
Blu. Yel. Wht. SML XE 


L.A. Cal. 90066 








COMBAT 
VOMBAT 


OUR- SICER 


Нодаказ Combat seems to bring out the comedian in test writers. We get a 
lot of comments about the bike looking weird or funky, or they say it looks like 
a giant four-slice toaster. Oh well. 

It's all compliments to us. Because if you read further, you'll find that they 
mention first-kick starting, decent handling, and all the right kinds of horsepower. 

We took our basic trail bike and built it up into a racer. There were two things 
we wanted to keep: our legendary reliability, and the fun. Bike riding's sup- 
posed to be fun, right? 

If the magazines have fun riding and writing about the Combat, we must have 
succeeded. Want to know how we did it? Fill in the coupon and send it to us. 
Canadian readers should write to Gemini Ind., Ltd., 2525 Stephens Street, Van- 
couver, B.C. Australian inquiries can be sent to Minilya Pty, Ltd., P. O. Box 209, 
S. Melbourne, Australia 3205. 








Get the “Hodaka Story” and 
the address of your nearest 
dealer. Send 25¢ to HODAKA 
MOTORCYCLES, Box P-8, 
Athena, Oregon 97813. 


SALES 
SERVICE. 








And join an elite group of 

motorcyclists that put their 

confidence in Husqvarna. Like 

the United States Silver Vase Team that 

won on Huskys at the 48th ISDT. Or the 

group of 15 gold medal winners at the ISDT. Picture yourself 
winning the first international 125 Grand Prix or winning the 
rugged Baja. When you put your confidence in a Husqvarna, 
you're a winner! See your dealer now, he’s got the full line up, 
from the hot 125 to the rugged 450 Desert Master. 





| Confidence! 


+ Husqvarna 


eae Motorcorp East/1906 Broadway, Lorain, Ohio 44052 (Mic) 
Husqvarna Motorcorp West/4935 Mercury, San Diego, California МЕ 


